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Staff Report 
February 5, 208 

Honorable Mayor and  
Members of the City Council
 
Title:  Altamont Commuter Express and High Speed Rail Presentation 
 
Location/Council District: Citywide 
 
Recommendation:  Receive and File 

Contact:  Fedolia “Sparky” Harris, Senior Planner (916) 808-2996 

Presenters:  Carrie Pourvahidi, Deputy Director of the California High Speed Rail 
Authority and Phillip Pennino, Pennino and Assocciates 

Department:  Transportation 

Division:  Office of the Director 

Organization No: 3416 

Description/Analysis : 

Issue:The High Speed Rail Authority and the Altamont Commuter Express are 
developing plans for rail transit that could ultimately come to the City of 
Sacramento.  Both organizations have requested an audience with the City 
Council to share their concepts and solicit feedback. 

In 1988, the San Joaquin Regional Rail Commission (SJRRC) started the 
Altamont Commuter Express (ACE).  The ACE rail service transports people 
from the Central Valley, through the Livermore Valley, to the Silicon Valley and 
back.   Since its inception seven million people have taken advantage of this 
transportation option. 

Building upon the success of the ACE commuter service and seeking to leverage 
some of the ACE investment to benefit other potential services, the SJRRC 
approved a study to explore providing commuter service within the Central 
Valley.  To help identify the feasibility of providing commuter service, it is the 
Commission’s goal to examine the prospects, possibilities and potential benefits 
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of expanding the existing Altamont Commuter Express system from Merced 
through Stockton to Sacramento and vice-versa. 

The California High-Speed Rail Authority has proposed high-speed train service 
for intercity travel in California between the major metropolitan centers of the San 
Francisco Bay Area and Sacramento in the north, through the Central Valley, to 
Los Angeles and San Diego in the South.  The proposed high-speed train system 
is projected to carry as many as 68 million passengers annually by the year 
2020. 

The Authority adopted a Final Business Plan in June 2000 for an economically 
viable high-speed train system capable of speeds in excess of 200 miles-per-
hour on a mostly dedicated, fully grade-separated track with state-of-the-art 
safety, signaling and automated train control systems 

The California High-Speed Rail Authority and the Federal Railroad Administration 
have undertaken an environmental study to assess a proposed high-speed train 
system and other options for meeting future intercity travel demands.  
Alternatives for intercity travel were evaluated, generally from Sacramento and 
the San Francisco Bay Area, through the Central Valley, to Los Angeles and San 
Diego. 

Policy Considerations: None 

Environmental Considerations:  None 

Commission/Committee Action: None 

Rationale for Recommendation: Not Applicable 

Financial Considerations:  None 

Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD): Not Applicable 

Respectfully Submitted by:_____________________________________ 
Francesca L. Halbakken 

Operations Manager 
 

Approved by: _____________________________________ 
Jerry Way 

Director of Transportation 
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