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8 Constraints 
8.0 Key Findings 

� High development costs challenge the ability of homebuilders to 
provide housing affordable to low- or moderate-income households. 
Such costs include: 

- Land costs that have increased about 100 percent since 2002; 

- Materials costs (such as concrete and steel) that have also risen 
significantly; and 

- Permit and development impact fees. 

� Access to credit. Consumer lending standards have tightened as has 
the general availability of credit in financial markets. Most affected 
will be low- and moderate-income households, homebuyers requiring 
“jumbo loans,” and borrowers with poor credit ratings, particularly 
minority households with lower incomes and credit ratings. The 
threshold for “jumbo loans, which typically have higher interest rates, 
has been temporarily raised from $417,000 to 125% of the area 
median home price, not to exceed $729,750, but this higher threshold 
is currently scheduled to expire on December 31, 2008. 

� The lack of a reasonable accommodations ordinance that 
provides clear and consistent permit procedures and development 
standards for housing to meet the needs of persons with disabilities. 

� New FEMA flood zone mapping that prohibits most new 
development in North Natomas until Sacramento can complete flood 
control improvements. 

� Square footage standards for attached second units, and second 
unit parking standards. Square footage is limited to 30 percent of 
the primary residence for attached second units and could constrain 
the construction of larger second units suitable for small families. 
Similarly, the requirement that second units have one off-street 
parking space per bedroom constrains the creation of larger second 
units. 

� Density bonus requirements in the City’s Zoning Code that do not 
reflect current state law, which allow for more generous bonuses than 
the City’s current code. 

� Required parking for multifamily housing outside the Central 
City (1.5 spaces per unit), which could be a constraint for senior 
housing and/or efficiency units. 
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Sustainability: Sustainable Communities�

1. The City shall require energy efficiency standards in all SHRA funded new construction 
multi-family projects above Title 24 through the multi-family lending guidelines. Energy 
efficiency will also be encouraged to the extent feasible in rehabilitation projects funded by 
SHRA. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.1.1 
� Responsible Department: SHRA 
� Objective: To promote and implement sustainability practices and assist in the 

reduction of energy use and associated costs for lower income households.

      �
 

2. The City shall research housing types and developments that accommodate the use of 
neighborhood electric vehicles (NEV), particularly those that meet the mobility needs of 
seniors and persons with disabilities. A report will be produced summarizing the research 
and will recommend ways to facilitate or encourage their use in housing. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.1.1 
� Responsible Department: Planning (primary) 
� Objective: Identify changes to building standards necessary to promote housing 

development that incorporates the use of NEVs. 

     �
 

Stability: Housing Diversity 

3. The City shall develop guidelines for large residential developments over 10 acres as well 
as master planned communities to ensure a variety of densities and housing types. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.2.1 
� Responsible Department: Planning (primary); Development 
� Objective: Ensure a variety of housing types and densities in residential development. 

Adopt new residential development guidelines. 

�    

4. The City shall amend the Artist’s Live/Work Space Ordinance to allow a broader definition 
of live-work units in all multifamily and most residential zones subject to comply with 
developmental standards. The City shall remove “Artist” from the title of the ordinance. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.2.1 
� Responsible Department: Planning (primary), Development 
� Objective: Encourage the production of live/work housing. 

�    
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5. The City shall use an economic analysis to evaluate the impact, timing and process of 
incorporating inclusionary housing obligations on areas not currently subject to the Mixed 
Income Housing Ordinance Development. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.3.4 
� Responsible Department: SHRA (primary); Planning 
� Objective: Determine the feasibility of expanding the inclusionary ordinance to other 

areas in the City in order to promote mixed income development throughout the City. 

�     

6. The City shall evaluate and implement changes necessary in the City’s Zoning Code and 
building review process to encourage the use of manufactured housing as a quality 
affordable housing alternative housing type in urban centers, corridors and near transit 
stations.
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.2.2 
� Responsible Department: Planning (primary); Development 
� Objective: Promote the use of manufactured housing as a quality alternative 

affordable housing type. 

    �

7. The City shall amend the Zoning Code to change the parking requirement for second 
residential units (“granny flats”) from one space per bedroom to one space per unit. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.2.2 
� Responsible Department: Planning (primary); Development 
� Objective: Increase the feasibility and production of second residential units. 

�    
 

8. The City shall conduct a study to research housing types and affordability programs that 
may accommodate lower income populations such as limited equity housing cooperatives, 
manufactured housing, land trusts, boarding homes, rooming houses and shared housing, 
determine if these housing types are appropriate, and define and clarify the permitting 
process for these housing types. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.2.2 
� Responsible Department: SHRA (primary); Planning 
� Objective: Identify new alternative affordable housing types and revise City 

regulations as needed to encourage their development. 

�    
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9. The City shall develop a study proposing best practices for incorporating multifamily 
developments with other surrounding uses and housing types. The study will analyze the 
feasibility of building smaller apartment complexes and how to integrate this housing type 
in areas with predominantly single-family homes. The study would also determine what 
building and site design features are optimal both for transitioning from lower density to 
higher density development, and creating a distinct identity for each multifamily 
development. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.2.2 
� Responsible Department: Planning (primary); Development; SHRA 
� Objective: Develop best practices for incorporating multifamily developments with 

other surrounding uses and hosing types in order to inform future regulations or 
guidelines. 

�    
 

10. The City shall update the Single-Family Residential Design Checklist and the Multifamily 
Residential Guidelines to include CPTED strategies.
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.2.3; H-1.2.7 
� Responsible Department: Development (primary); Police; Planning. 
� Objective: Ensure CPTED principles are incorporated into and consistent with the 

City’s residential design principles. 

�     
 

11. The City shall revise SHRA’s Multifamily Lending Guidelines to develop siting criteria for 
new multi-family and permanent supportive housing developments and to ensure that all 
SHRA financed multifamily rental projects (new construction and rehabilitation) incorporate 
security measures such as installation of security camera, enhanced lighting and roving 
security patrols. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.2.3 
� Responsible Department: SHRA; Police; Planning 
� Objective: Increase and maintain security and safety in all SHRA-financed multifamily 

rental projects and the neighborhoods in which these projects are located.  

   �   
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12. To ensure on-going safety and security, the City through SHRA will annually inspect SHRA 
financed multifamily projects for compliance with security, maintenance, and social service 
requirements. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.2.3 
� Responsible Department: SHRA; Police; Planning 
� Objective: Ensure that SHRA-financed multifamily projects are safe, viable and 

attractive assets to the community and for the residents living in them.

     �
 

13. As part of the General Plan implementation process the City shall rezone sites adjacent to 
light rail stations (consistent with the City’s light rail station ordinance) in order to promote 
transit oriented, higher density, and mixed use residential development. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.2.4; H-2.1.1 
� Responsible Department: Planning 
� Objective: Provide adequate sites to accommodate 1,500 housing units by 2013. 

�    
 

14. The City shall work with residential developers to submit applications to the Proposition 1C 
Transit Oriented Development Housing Program through the California Department of 
Housing and Community Development.
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.2.4; H-2.2.2 
� Responsible Department: Planning (primary); SHRA; Economic Development 
� Objective: Obtain Proposition 1C funding to support the development of infill housing 

and mixed-use projects. 

� � �     
 

15. The City shall develop and expand incentive programs to improve management and 
maintenance of privately owned rental housing within older neighborhoods and commercial 
corridors, particularly four-plexes and apartments. Program elements may include 
improved coordination with neighborhood code enforcement, problem-oriented policing 
efforts, property management districts, and other proactive efforts along commercial 
corridors in affiliation with business and neighborhood associations. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.2.3 
� Responsible Department: Police /Code Enforcement (primary); SHRA 
� Objective: Increase participation by owners of small rental properties in rehabilitation 

programs to improve the management and maintenance of these properties. 

�    



Chapter Nine : GOALS, POLICIES AND PROGRAMS 

Page H 9-18 | May 2008 

Table H-9-2 Housing Element 2008–2013 Programs 

Administration 
Implementation Programs 200820092010201120122013On-

going 

16. The City shall make planning and policy documents more easily accessible, such as 
placing items on the City’s website, and shall promote additional opportunities for 
community participation. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.2.5
� Responsible Department: Planning 
� Objective: Improve public access to Planning Department documents and increase 

community participation in public outreach events.

�     

17. The City shall involve residents and conduct public outreach for updates of the Analysis of 
Impediments to Fair Housing Choice (AI), the redevelopment implementation plan updates, 
and future consolidated plan updates. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.2.5 
� Responsible Department: SHRA 
� Objective: Post information on websites, conduct community meetings, hold public 

hearings and other specialized outreach as needed. 

      �

18. The City shall map the placement and licensing of new group homes, placement of 
emergency shelters, and other supportive housing and social services and shall coordinate 
with the Community Care Licensing Division of the State of California to ensure that such 
uses are provided throughout the City and not concentrated in any one neighborhood. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.2.3; H-3.2.4 
� Responsible Department: Planning 
� Objective: Ensure that group homes, emergency shelters, and other supportive 

housing and social services are provided throughout the City and prevent 
overconcentration of such uses in any one area. 

      �

19. The City shall address the foreclosure crisis using a variety of approaches including pre-
foreclosure intervention aimed to keep homeowners in their homes and neighborhood 
reinvestment strategies aimed to occupy homes left vacant due to foreclosure while using 
on-going federal and state legislative advocacy and data analysis to inform the 
approaches. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.2.6; H-4.2; H-6.2 
� Responsible Department: SHRA (primary); Code Enforcement; Neighborhood 

Services; City Attorney 
� Objective: Assist in the prevention of foreclosures and the impacts of foreclosures on 

neighborhoods.  

      �
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20. The City shall provide Housing Choice Vouchers to approximately 11,000 Sacramento 
households in the City and County in order to continue to provide housing options to very 
low- and extremely low-income residents. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.2.8 
� Responsible Department: SHRA 
� Objective: Provide approximately 11,000 vouchers.  

      �

Integration: Balanced Communities 

21. With the support of SHRA, the Human Rights/Fair Housing Commission will conduct annual 
fair housing audits to track compliance, enforce fair housing law, and help to eliminate 
housing discrimination. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.3.1 
� Responsible Department: Human Rights/Fair Housing Commission; SHRA 
� Objective: Conduct one fair housing audit each year. 

      �

22. Prepare a new Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice (AI) in order to assess the 
City’s efforts at reducing housing discrimination and enforcing fair housing laws. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.3.1 
� Responsible Department: SHRA 
� Objective: Prepare a new Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice (AI). 

�    

23. The City shall develop a report that will examine indicators of economic and social balance 
and evaluate housing needs. Housing needs would include those of different ethnic groups 
and cultures. The report would also analyze the production and investment in housing from 
the neighborhood to the regional level. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.3.1; H-1.3.2 
� Responsible Department: SHRA (primary); Planning 
� Objective: Assist the City in better identifying, understanding, and responding to 

economic, social, and housing needs and setting priorities for the use of funds to meet 
those needs.   

�     
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24. The City shall provide for fair-housing information in appropriate public locations and 
disseminate such information in different languages. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.3.1 
� Responsible Department: Development; SHRA 
� Objective: Educate the public and developers about fair housing requirements and 

reduce housing discrimination. 

�     

25. The City shall participate in efforts to address regional equity and fair share issues through 
education and coalition building. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.3.1; H-2.1.2 
� Responsible Department: Planning (primary); SHRA 
� Objective: Work with cities, counties, and regional agencies in the SACOG region to 

increase the development of affordable housing throughout the region. 

      �

26. In conjunction with the Human Rights/Fair Housing Commission, the City shall provide 
information and technical assistance to support the efforts of the Sacramento Apartment 
Owner’s Association, the local Board of Realtors, and other organizations to increase 
awareness of fair housing laws 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.3.3 
� Responsible Department: SHRA; Human Rights/Fair Housing Commission 
� Objective: Annually provide brochures, pamphlets and presentations to Apartment 

Owner’s Association and the local Board of Realtors. 

      �

27. The City shall continue to administer Section 17.190 of the Zoning Code, the Mixed Income 
Housing Ordinance 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.3.4; H-2.2.4 
� Responsible Department: SHRA (primary); Planning; Development 
� Objective: Produce 15 percent of new growth units at affordable levels, providing 

financing for up to 100 inclusionary rental units annually. 

      �

28. The City shall amend its multifamily lending guidelines to allow asset building programs as an 
option to fulfill the requirement for social services in SHRA funded projects. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.3.6 
� Responsible Department: SHRA 
� Objective: Amend the Multifamily Lending Guidelines to promote asset building 

programs. 

�    
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Production: Adequate Sites 

29. Consistent with Government Code § 65863, the City shall consider the impacts of rezones 
and general plan amendments of residential sites on the City’s ability to meet its share of the 
regional housing need. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-2.1.1 
� Responsible Department:  Planning (primary); Development 
� Objective: Ensure that rezoning does not reduce the City’s ability and capacity to meet 

its share of the regional housing needs.  

      �

30. The City shall maintain a land inventory for housing production which identifies infill and 
greenfield sites. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-2.1.1 
� Responsible Department: Planning 
� Objective: Update land inventory annually to ensure the City’s ongoing ability to meet its 

share of regional housing needs. 

      �

31. The City shall amend financing plans as needed to ensure that adequate funding is available 
to provide infrastructure improvements for new development. To ensure funding for large new 
developments, the City shall complete Mitigation Fee Act compliant comprehensive plans for 
the Panhandle, Greenbriar, Delta Shores, and Railyards/River District areas. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-2.1.1 
� Responsible Department: Planning 
� Objective: Ensure adequate infrastructure to support for new development. 

      �

32. The City shall report annually to the Sacramento Area Council of Governments (SACOG) on 
its affordable production achievements, in compliance with the SACOG Regional Housing 
Compact. The City shall also request that SACOG produce an annual report on the region’s 
achievements under the compact. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-2.1.2 
� Responsible Department: Planning; SACOG 
� Objective: Annually report on affordable housing production to SACOG. 

      �
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33. The City shall develop Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) programs to coordinate infrastructure 
financing with the General Plan and focus funding in key infill areas. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-2.1.1 
� Responsible Department: Planning 
� Objective: Ensure adequate infrastructure to support infill development. 

      �

34. The City shall review and update the City’s Emergency Shelter Site inventory to determine if 
the sites are adequate, accessible, appropriate, and developable. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-2.1.1 
� Responsible Department: Planning 
� Objective: Ensure the availability of accessible, appropriate, and developable sites for 

emergency shelters. 

      �

35. The City shall prepare an annual report to the City Council on implementation of City housing 
programs and recommend revisions to the implementation strategies as appropriate. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-2.1.3 
� Responsible Department: Planning 
� Objective: To increase the effectiveness of the City’s housing programs through an 

annual evaluation of program achievements and appropriate revisions to those programs. 

      �

36. The City shall assist non-profit organizations with predevelopment loans in conjunction with 
applications for permanent supportive housing. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-2.1.4 
� Responsible Department: SHRA 
� Objective: At least one loan annually for permanent supportive housing projects. 

      �

Production: Development 

37. The City shall prepare a comprehensive update of the Infill Strategy, which would include 
reducing planning and development fees in infill target areas and integrating the City’s 
Commercial Corridor Revitalization Strategy into the Infill Strategy, to address obstacles to 
development in target infill areas, commercial corridors, and key opportunity sites. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-2.2.1 
� Responsible Department: Planning (primary); Development 
� Objective: Increase the City’s ability to accommodate infill development and provide 

incentives for the development of infill sites. 

�    
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38. The City shall submit an annual report to the City Council that evaluates implementation of the 
Infill Strategy and recommends appropriate revisions. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-2.2.1 
� Responsible Department: Planning 
� Objective: Increase the success of the City’s infill strategy through ongoing monitoring 

and appropriate modifications to the strategy. 

      �

39. The City shall encourage infill development by reducing barriers through the following actions: 
� Zoning Code updates and streamlining, especially as it relates to standards for the City’s 

mixed use, residential mixed use, and higher density zoning districts; 
� proactive zoning that encourages mixed use and higher density development in key 

opportunity areas such as those near light rail stations and along commercial corridors; 
and 

� infrastructure improvements and assistance to ensure that adequate infrastructure is in 
place to serve higher density and mixed use development in key opportunity areas. 

� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-2.2.1 
� Responsible Department: Planning (primary); SHRA; Development, Economic 

Development 
� Objective: Encourage the production of 2,000 infill units. 

�    

40. The City shall pursue grant funding, including the State Department of Housing and 
Community Development Workforce Housing Program, Community Design Grant Program, 
and other revenue sources to provide critical amenities/services in infill areas to promote 
complete neighborhoods. Examples include: 
� Park Improvements; 
� Sidewalk widening, streetscape improvements and street lighting; and 
� Other infrastructure improvements. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-2.2.1 
� Responsible Department: Planning 
� Objective: Obtain $2 million in grant funding to assist with infill development including 

amenities and services in infill areas. 

      �
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41. The City shall promote and expand the use of pre-approved house plans in targeted 
residential infill areas. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-2.2.1 
� Responsible Department: Planning 
� Objective: Produce 15 homes a year with the pre-approved infill house plans. 

      �

42. The City shall implement the Downtown Housing Investment Strategy. The primary purpose of 
the Downtown Housing Investment Strategy is to establish priorities for the expenditure of 
downtown housing set-aside funds. This will help ensure the production of a broad range of 
housing types for all income levels and support improved economic vitality within the 
Downtown Redevelopment Area. 
The four major goals of the Downtown Housing Investment Strategy include: 
� Alleviating impediments and create incentives to foster downtown housing 
� Encouraging both market-rate and affordable housing development. 
� Safeguarding existing affordable housing 
� Maintaining commitment to the Single Room Occupancy Strategy. 
This strategy will be supported by Notice of Funding Availability and by City policies targeting 
infill development. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-2.2.1; H-2.2.2 
� Responsible Department: SHRA (primarily); Economic Development; Planning ; 

Development 
� Objective: Ensure the production of a broad range of housing types for all income levels 

and support improved economic vitality within the Downtown Redevelopment Area. 
Produce 250 new affordable units in the Downtown. 

      �

43. The City shall conduct a study regarding the use of property liens for delinquent properties in 
order to encourage infill housing development. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-2.2.1 
� Responsible Department: Code Enforcement/Planning (primary), SHRA 
� Objective: Encourage the development and re-use of delinquent infill properties. 

    �

44. The City shall issue waivers for sewer and sanitation development fees for projects in which 
at least 10% are affordable to very low- income households. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-2.2.3 
� Responsible Department: Utilities 
� Objective: Provide fee waivers for at least 100 residential units annually. 

      �
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45. The City shall support Sacramento County’s efforts to amend the enacting ordinances for the 
County Fee Waiver and Deferral Program to extend the deferral period recognizing the 
complexities and time needed to complete an affordable housing development. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-2.2.3 
� Responsible Department: Sacramento Area Sanitation District 
� Objective: Extend fee deferral period for affordable housing development. 

�      

46. The City shall use sewer credits to assist at least 200 units annually for infill and affordable 
housing. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-2.2.3 
� Responsible Department: Economic Development; Sacramento Area Sanitation District 
� Objective: Provide sewer credits to 200 units annually. 

      �

47. The City shall produce a study on alternative housing products, materials, and designs that 
support affordability “by design” through cost savings at the planning and development 
stages. The study will recommend how these housing products can be encouraged by the 
City. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-2.2.4; H-6.4 
� Responsible Department: SHRA (primary); Planning 
� Objective: Encourage housing that is affordable by design through appropriate 

incentives. 

�    

48. The City shall update the Zoning Code to reflect recent changes to State law pertaining to 
density bonuses and impact fee deferrals for affordable housing. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-2.2.4 
� Responsible Department: Planning 
� Objective: Comply with State density bonus law and increase incentives for the 

production of affordable housing. 

�    
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49. The City shall update SHRA’s Multi-family Lending Guidelines for the expenditure of HOME, 
Housing Trust Fund, and Tax Increment Housing Set Aside funds for multi-family rental 
developments to maximize leverage of public and private dollars and to meet the goals, 
policies, and programs of the Consolidated Plan, Redevelopment Implementation Plans and 
the Housing Element. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.3.5; H-2.2.5 
� Responsible Department: SHRA 
� Objective: 2,000 new, rehabbed and preserved units over five years, including units 

produced under the Mixed Income Housing Ordinance. 

      �

50. The City shall apply for new and existing Federal and State funding sources, such as 
Proposition 1C funds, HELP, BEGIN, and MHSA, and will support applications for Tax 
Exempt Mortgage Revenue Bonds, Low Income Housing Tax Credits, State of California 
Multi-family Housing Program, and other such federal and state programs to assist affordable 
housing programs and projects. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-2.2.5 
� Responsible Department: Planning (primary); SHRA; Economic Development 
� Objective: Seek a variety of funding to increase the supply of affordable housing. 

      �

51. The City shall explore “in-lieu” fee equivalents using the economic impact analysis described 
in Program 5 for market developers under to the Mixed Income Housing Ordinance for 
consideration by the City Council. Uses of collected fees may include funding of the 
Extremely Low- Income (ELI) Buydown Program and maintaining affordability of inclusionary 
ownership units. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-2.2.5 
� Responsible Department: SHRA (primary); Planning 
� Objective: Increase the effectiveness of the Mixed Income Housing Ordinance through a 

wider range of options to meet the affordable housing requirements of the ordinance. 

�      
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52. The City shall use the remaining funds in the Affordable Housing Fee Reduction Program to 
assist developments required through the Mixed Income Ordinance. The City shall also 
assess the feasibility of the program in light of State prevailing wage requirements and may 
revise the program to better serve affordable housing development. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-2.2.6; H-2.2.7 
� Responsible Department: Planning; SHRA 
� Objective: Use the remainder of funds for four affordable housing developments. 

Evaluate future feasibility of the program. 

    �
 

Production: Constraints 

53. The City shall prepare a study recommending additional incentives for small infill projects. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-2.3.1 
� Responsible Department: Planning (primary); Development 
� Objective: Encourage small infill projects. 

�    

54. Each year the City shall evaluate the effectiveness of the MATRIX program and other 
development process streamlining efforts in order to ensure a high level of customer service. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-2.3.2 
� Responsible Department: Development 
� Objective: Remain in the top 5 of Business Journal rankings for jurisdictions in the 

Sacramento Region that are considered the most development friendly. 

      �

55. The City shall continue to implement the preliminary review process whereby City staff and 
neighborhood groups provide comments and advise the applicant of policy and technical 
areas that need to be addressed prior to the formal application review.  This is an existing 
program that helps to identify planning and community issues early in the process so that 
problems can be identified and addressed and processing time is shortened. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.2.5; H-2.3.2; H-2.3.3; H-2.3.4 
� Responsible Department: Planning 
� Objective: Streamline the development approval process through early identification of 

City and neighborhood concerns and feasible methods to address those concerns. 

      �
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56. The City shall work with the Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency (SAFCA), and other 
responsible agencies, to resolve flood plain restrictions that affect major portions of the City. 
Actions include: 1) complete the Sacramento River levee stabilization project, 2) begin 
construction of needed improvements along the perimeter levee system protecting Natomas, 
3) implement permanent protection plan along the main stream of the American River as 
authorized by Congress and 4) modify operation of Folsom Dam and Reservoir to provide a 
minimum 100-year level of flood protection on an interim basis until such time as permanent 
protection of at least 200 year level is available. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-2.3.5 
� Responsible Department: SAFCA (primary); Utilities 
� Objective: Expedite the completion of improvements that will increase flood protection in 

the City and allow Sacramento to accommodate its share or regional housing needs. 

    �

57. The City shall revise the Zoning Code to reduce the parking requirement for senior and 
efficiency units from 1.5 parking spaces per unit to one parking space per unit outside the 
Central City area. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-2.3.6; H-3.2.1 
� Responsible Department: Planning (primary), Development 
� Objective: Encourage the production of senior and efficiency units. 

   �   

58. The City shall prepare a study recommending new financing options to provide for 
infrastructure in infill areas. New sources of financing could include state and federal grants, 
the General Fund, the use of impact fees, bond measures, and tax increment financing. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-2.3.7 
� Responsible Department: Planning (primary), SHRA 
� Objective: Address infrastructure improvement needs in advance of, or concurrent with, 

new development in key opportunity areas. 

�    



HOUSING ELEMENT : Goals, Policies and Programs 

May 2008 | Page H 9-29 

H-9

Table H-9-2 Housing Element 2008–2013 Programs 

Administration 
Implementation Programs 200820092010201120122013On-

going 

Extremely Low-Income  

59. The City shall implement the Asset Repositioning of the City’s public housing units through 
land use regulations and with local resources, ensuring no net loss of ELI units. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-3.1.1 
� Responsible Department: SHRA 
� Objective: Ensure the on-going viability of the City’s public housing through strategic 

investment and rehabilitation,increasing the supply of affordable and mixed-income 
housing with no net loss of ELI. 

      �

60. The City shall study the feasibility of a voluntary ELI “buy-down” program. For all new 
multifamily rental housing developments with SHRA funding, SHRA will have the right to buy 
down affordable units. The buy-down program provides a subsidy to provide affordable units 
to extremely low- income households. Approval and implementation of the program is 
dependent on identification of an on-going local funding source. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-3.1.1 
� Responsible Department: SHRA 
� Objective: Increase availability and dispersion of housing affordable to extremely low-

income households. 

�     

61. The City shall continue to implement the Single Room Occupancy (SRO) strategy, ensuring 
no net loss of Downtown SRO units and providing funding and other resources for the 
rehabilitation of 100 existing SRO units and the construction of 200 new SRO units in the 
City. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-3.1.1 
� Responsible Department: SHRA (primary); Planning 
� Objective: Construct and rehabilitate 300 SROs and ensure no net loss of the 946 

existing SRO units downtown.  

      �
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62. The City shall use available housing resources, including project based rental subsidies, such 
as local Housing Choice Vouchers, federal Housing Assistance Payment vouchers, and state 
Mental Health Services Act Vouchers for the provision of housing for extremely low- income 
households. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-3.1.1 
� Responsible Department: SHRA 
� Objective: Ensure the availability and choice of housing for extremely low-income 

households.  

      �

Special Needs 

63. The City shall continue to provide assistance to senior affordable housing projects. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-3.2.1 
� Responsible Department: SHRA 
� Objective: Use housing resources to construct 125 new affordable senior units and 

rehabilitate/preserve an additional 250 affordable senior units. 

      �

64. Over the next five years, the City shall work with the County Department of Human 
Assistance (DHA) and service providers to improve linkages between emergency shelters, 
transitional housing and supportive services. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-3.2.5 
� Responsible Department: SHRA (primary); DHA; and Planning 
� Objective: Increase numbers of referrals of homeless and formerly homeless to service 

providers. 

      �
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65. The City shall report on senior housing options, including 
� independent living, assisted living, and at-home care 
� strategies for creating accessibility to health-related services that are not available on site 

(to provide aging-in- place options) 
� gaps in affordability 
� recommended solutions. 
The report will also describe different types of senior housing such as clustered cottages, 
motel conversions and intergenerational housing in transit-oriented developments. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.3.4; H-3.2.1 
� Responsible Department: SHRA 
� Objective: Identify senior housing needs and increase the supply of affordable senior 

housing. 

      �

66. Through the City’s contract with Mercy Housing, provide technical assistance and capacity 
building for non-profit agencies seeking to develop affordable housing in Sacramento. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-3.2.2 
� Responsible Department: SHRA 
� Objective: Provide technical assistance and capacity to non profit agencies as needed. 

      �

67. The City shall provide funding and other resources for permanent supportive housing located 
both in leased units and affordable housing developments, applying siting criteria for new 
permanent supportive housing developments through SHRA’s Multifamily Lending Guidelines 
(Program 11). 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-3.2.3 
� Responsible Department: SHRA 
� Objective: Provide funding for permanent supportive housing, developing 280 new units.  

      �
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68. The City shall implement the “Housing First” strategy of the Ten Year Plan to End Chronic 
Homelessness. Focuses of the “Housing First” strategy include: 
� Providing support for permanent housing that offers disabled homeless individuals a 

home without expecting them to have resolved their addictions or mental health 
problems. 

� Providing supportive services and treatment in such housing to assist tenants return to 
health and ability to stay housed. 

� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-3.2.3 
� Responsible Department: SHRA (primary); Development 
� Objective: Provide support for permanent supportive housing and services related to the 

development of 270 new permanent supportive housing units and 140 units through 
leasing.  

      �

69.  Annually provide information to Community Services Planning Council’s Beehive and “211” 
information line, and Self Help Housing’s referral program to insure up-to-date affordable 
housing information for these referral services. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-3.2.6 
� Responsible Department: SHRA (primary); Planning 
� Objective: Insure up-to-date information for affordable housing opportunities. 

      �

70.  Through the Human Rights/Fair Housing Commission, the City shall provide fair housing 
assistance and dispute resolution services in order to resolve tenant and neighborhood 
conflicts. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-3.2.7 
� Responsible Department: SHRA and Human Rights/Fair Housing Commission 
� Objective: Provide fair housing assistance and dispute resolution services to at least 50 

residents annually. 

      �

71.  Working together with Mercy Housing and the Sacramento County departments of Human 
Assistance (DHA) and Health and Human Services (HHS), provide assistance to permanent 
supportive housing projects through the supportive loan program. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-3.2.8 
� Responsible Department: SHRA, County DHA and County HHS 
� Objective: Provide assistance for 280 supportive housing units through the Ten-Year 

Plan to End Chronic Homelessness. 

      �
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Rehabilitation

72. The City shall encourage the preservation of regulated affordable rental developments that 
are converting to market rate. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-4.4 
� Responsible Department: SHRA 
� Objective: Assist in the preservation of 500 privately owned affordable housing units and 

395 public housing units.  

      �

73. The City shall continue to implement the Problem-Oriented Policing (POP) Program, which 
emphasizes preventing crime and abating various code violations by engaging the 
community, other public agencies, and the private sector to address a problem. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-4.1 
� Responsible Department: Police 
� Objective: Engage the community, other public agencies, and the private sector to 

reduce neighborhood crime and code violations. 

      �

74. The City shall implement the citywide rental inspection program where building inspectors will 
go door to door surveying rental properties for interior and exterior code violations and issue 
corrective notices. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-4.1; H-1.2.3 
� Responsible Department: Code Enforcement 
� Objective: Improve the quality of rental housing in the City. 

      �

75. The City shall continue the use of the SHRA Boarded/Vacant Home program. This program 
provides developer subsidies to qualified developers purchasing, rehabilitating and selling 
single-family boarded and vacant homes. Award of the subsidy is contingent on sale of the 
home to a low- or moderate-income family and recordation of affordability covenants. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-4.1; H-6.1 
� Responsible Department: SHRA 
� Objective: Rehabilitate single-family homes for sale to low-or moderate-income families 

and increase homeownership opportunities for such families. 

      �
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76. The City, in an effort to have the most significant impact in blighted areas, shall focus its 
rehabilitation funding and programs to rental properties in need of substantial rehabilitation in 
redevelopment and other target areas. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-4.2 
� Responsible Department: SHRA (primary); Development 
� Objective: Provide safe and secure rental housing in existing neighborhoods. 

Rehabilitate and preserve 1,000 affordable multifamily units.  

      �

77. The City, on a limited basis, shall provide funding for acquisition and minor rehabilitation to 
multi-family properties to increase diversity in established areas where there is limited 
opportunity to develop new affordable housing. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.3.5; H-4.2 
� Responsible Department: SHRA 
� Objective: Increase diversity of multi-family properties in established areas. Rehabilitate 

500 affordable multifamily housing units.  

      �

78. In an effort to make the Investment Property Improvement Loan Program more marketable, 
the City shall conduct a study of similar efforts and programs in other jurisdictions to inform 
future modifications to the existing program. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-4.3 
� Responsible Department: SHRA 
� Objective: Study best practices of other jurisdictions to improve the Investment Property 

Improvement Loan Program.  

    �

79. The City shall modify the Condominium Conversion Ordinance to make the process and 
regulations clearer to staff, applicants, and affected tenants, while maintaining a similar level 
of oversight in order to avoid adverse impacts to the rental stock and tenants. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-4.8 
� Responsible Department: SHRA 
� Objective: Encourage the development of a variety of housing types by making the 

Condominium Conversion Ordinance easier to understand, administer, and use by 
developers.

     �
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Accessibility 

80. The City shall adopt a Universal Design Ordinance, consistent with the State of California 
Department of Housing and Community Development’s model ordinance. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-5.1 
� Responsible Department: Planning (primary), Development, SHRA 
� Objective: Increase the accessibility of housing for all persons regardless of mobility, 

sensory, or developmental capabilities. 

�     

81. The City shall adopt a reasonable accommodation ordinance that streamlines and formalizes 
City procedures related to accessibility and adaptability accommodations for development. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-5.2 
� Responsible Department: Planning (primary); Development; SHRA 
� Objective: Provide a transparent and easy-to-understand process in making accessibility 

and adaptability modifications to housing units. 

�     

82. The City shall educate the public, developers and public officials on fair housing, anti-
”NIMBY,” and accessibility issues. Educational opportunities will include information available 
at the planning/building counter, supporting and promoting the anti-NIMBY campaign of the 
Sacramento Housing Alliance and staff, commissioner, and council training on fair housing. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-1.2.5; H-5.3 
� Responsible Department: SHRA (primary); Planning; Development 
� Objective: Educate the public, developers, and public officials on fair housing, anti-

”NIMBY” and accessibility issues.

      �

83. The City shall develop a checklist for considering information needs and accessibility to 
meetings when conducting public outreach. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-5.3 
� Responsible Department: Planning 
� Objective: Ensure that access and participation in public outreach meetings is possible 

for all segments of the community. 

�     
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84. The City shall conduct a study researching the incorporation of “visit-ability” standards into the 
residential building code. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-5.3 
� Responsible Department: Planning 
� Objective: Increase the accessibility of housing for all visitors regardless of mobility, 

sensory, or developmental capabilities.

    �

Modest Income Homeownership 

85. The City shall implement the Citywide Infill Strategy to encourage targeted single-family 
housing within residential neighborhoods. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-6.1 
� Responsible Department: Planning (primary); Development; SHRA 
� Objective: Promote the development of 100 single-family units in infill areas annually. 

      �

86. The City shall amend SHRA’s existing first-time homebuyer programs to target distressed 
properties and/or areas, including homes in Redevelopment Areas, foreclosed homes and 
new ownership units built under the Mixed Income Housing Ordinance. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-6.2 
� Responsible Department: Planning (primary); Development; SHRA 
� Objective: Promote the development of at least 100 single-family units in infill areas 

annually. 

      �

87. The City shall amend SHRA’s existing single-family rehabilitation program to target distressed 
properties and/or areas, including homes in redevelopment areas and homes left vacant due 
to foreclosure. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-4.1; H-6.2 
� Responsible Department: Planning (primary); Development; SHRA 
� Objective: Assist in the rehabilitation of 500 single-family homes. 

�     
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87. The City shall amend the Zoning Code to clarify that limited equity housing cooperatives are 
to be defined as apartments and governed by the same standards as nonprofit affordable 
housing. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-6.4 
� Responsible Department: Planning 
� Objective: Encourage limited equity housing cooperatives as an alternative affordable 

housing type.  

      �

89. The City shall conduct a study on local and regional employer assisted housing programs to 
help employees find affordable housing near their workplace, which may result in reduced 
employee turnover and commuting times. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-6.4 
� Responsible Department: SHRA 
� Objective: To increase the number of employees receiving employer assistance in 

finding affordable housing. 

�    

90. Using the economic impact analysis described in Program 5, the City shall recommend 
modifications in homeownership income targets in the Mixed Income Housing Ordinance to 
promote development of inclusionary ownership housing. 
� Implements Which Policy(ies): H-6.4 
� Responsible Department: SHRA (primary); Planning 
� Objective: Provide homeownership assistance to 375 households. 

�      
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en

co
ur

ag
es

 
tra

ns
it-

su
pp

or
tiv

e 
us

es
, 

in
clu

di
ng

 
hi

gh
-d
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