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STAFF
August 7, 2008

Honorable Mayor and
Members of the City Council

Title: Gardenland Sand and Gravel Mine (Urrutia Site) Restoration and
Enhancement

Location/Council District: 599 Garden Highway/Council District 1

Recommendation: Adopt a Resolution: 1) transferring $105,000 of General Funds
(Fund 1001) from L19003500 to B18216000 to cover the City contribution toward
remaining costs for appraisals, hazardous materials assessments, environmental
permitting and related staff costs as preparation for potential property acquisition,
reclamation and restoration of the Gardenland Sand and Gravel Mine property located
at 599 Garden Highway and 2) adopting the Mitigated Negative Declaration and
approving the Mitigation Monitoring Plan prepared for the project.

Contact: J. P. Tindell, Park Planning & Development Manager, 808-1955
Presenters: J.P. Tindell, Park Planning & Development Manager
Department: Parks and Recreation

Division: Park Planning and Development Services

Organization No: 4725

Description/Analysis:

Issue: The Gardenland Sand and Gravel Mine (referred to herein as the Urrutia
Site) is a 123+/- acre site on the north side of the American River in the South
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Natomas area between the American River and Garden Highway (Attachment 1,
page 7). This former mining site has ceased operations because further excavation
would affect the integrity of the flood control system. Consistent with prior City
Council direction and allocations of funding in support of a site to add property to the
American River Parkway (Parkway) including possible use by the California Indian
Heritage Center (CIHC) (starting with Resolution 2004-198), staff has completed a
draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and related studies necessary for
consideration of acquisition of the property for the Parkway. Staff is seeking City
Council approval of: 1) a budget augmentation to cover the estimated costs to
complete real estate appraisals and staff time, hazardous materials assessment,
reclamation and restoration design, and permitting activities in preparation for
possible acquisition and securing of funds for property purchase; and 2) the
Mitigated Negative Declaration and Mitigation Monitoring Plan prepared for the
project.

In 2006 (Resolution 2006-366), a total of $6.3 million was approved for support of
land acquisition for the CIHC from the Community Reinvestment Capital
Improvement Program (CRCIP). Based on a decision in May 2007 by the State's
CIHC Task Force to proceed with West Sacramento as their preferred site for the
majority of the Center's facilities, the scope of a City contribution in support of the
CIHC project was reduced to $300,000. In June 2008, the State secured agreement
with the City of West Sacramento for their preferred site for the main CIHC facility
along the Sacramento River. The CIHC continues to have interest in use of property
in the Northgate Area of the American River Parkway for integration of both outdoor
and indoor facilities into the natural setting, consistent with the American River
Parkway Plan Update. (See also Attachment 2, page 8, for additional project
background information.)

A budget augmentation is necessary to fully accomplish all the required
environmental permitting, hazardous materials assessment and remediation, and
real estate appraisals and negotiations associated with possible acquisition,
reclamation, and restoration of the Urrutia site. Staff would seek separate approval
from City Council to proceed with property acquisition negotiations and to secure the
funds needed for land purchase only if a determination to pursue acquisition of the
Urrutia Site is made.

Policy Considerations: The proposed actions are consistent with the City General
Plan (Land Use and Open Space Elements), the Parks & Recreation Master Plan
2005-2010, the adopted 1985 American River Parkway Plan, and the proposed
American River Parkway Plan Update.

Committee/Commission Action: The Parks and Recreation Commission was
updated on the CIHC project in April 2007 and on the American River Parkway Plan
Update in November 2006. Staff will be providing an informational update on the
Urrutia Site project at its September 2008 meeting and on the American River
Parkway Plan Update at its August 2008 meeting.
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The State CIHC Task Force is an appointed advisory group for the overall CIHC
project which meets regularly. State and City project staff plans to provide
informational presentations on the CIHC project throughout the course of planning
and implementation phases to groups such as the City’'s Parks and Recreation
Commission, Planning Commission, Neighborhood Leadership Groups (Downtown
NAG), River District Board, County Board of Supervisors, County Recreation and
Parks Commission, and the Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency (SAFCA)
Board.

Environmental Considerations:

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): The Development Services
Department, Environmental Planning Services Division has determined that the
Urrutia Site project as proposed may have potentially significant impacts to the
environment. In compliance with section 15070(b)1 of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, mitigation measures have been
identified that are incorporated into the project to reduce impacts to a less-than-
significant level, and an Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) has
been prepared. These mitigation measures address air quality, biological
resources, cultural resources, hazards, and noise. Exhibit A is the MND which
also meets the requirements of the State Water Board for the grant funding
associated with this project. This MND was circulated for public review on June
23, 2008, for a 30-day period which ended on July 23, 2008. Exhibit B is the
Mitigation Monitoring Plan (MMP). Exhibit C summarizes comments received
from the public and responses to those comments. Three comment letters on
the draft Mitigated Negative Declaration were received during the public review
period from Save the American River Association, Inc. (SARA), Department of
Conservation Office of Mine Reclamation (OMR), and Sacramento Area Sewer
District (formerly CSD-1), and are attached as Exhibit C. None of these
comment letters concern the adequacy of the environmental document.

The letter from SARA concerns the final ownership of the Urrutia property. The
project description in the MND contains a section on site acquisition, which states
that “it is the intent of the City of Sacramento to purchase the property for open
space as part of the American River Parkway. The property may then be
transferred to the County of Sacramento who administers the American River
Parkway.” SARA’s letter emphasizes their recommendation that the Urrutia
property be incorporated into the American River Parkway under the ownership
of the County of Sacramento. As indicated in the MND, it is the intent of the City
and the County to ultimately transfer ownership of the property to the County as
a contributing feature of the Parkway. SARA has also requested a copy of the
Mitigation Monitoring Plan (MMP), upon its approval. A copy of the MMP will be
provided to Frank F. Cirill, as requested.
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The OMR letter is related to previous mining activities and the preparation of a
reclamation plan. Upon preparation of a reclamation plan, OMR asks that it be
submitted to their office for a 30-day review. The City and the Sacramento Area
Flood Control Agency (SAFCA) are working together with a consultant to prepare
a mining reclamation plan for the site. The City has been in contact with OMR
and intends to coordinate review of the plan with OMR. OMR had no comments
related to the MND.

The Sacramento Area Sewer District letter states that “the subject project will not
significantly impact District or Sacramento Regional County Sanitation District
(SRCSD) facilities.” There were no other comments on the project.

Approval of the attached resolution by the Council would adopt the MND as
adequate under CEQA and approve the MMP.

Sustainability Considerations: This project is consistent with City
Sustainability Master Plan goals by: expanding acres of public parks, improving
public access to open space, preserving critical habitat resources, improving the
health of residents with opportunities for exercise and recreation, protecting
sources of water, and providing exceptional flood protection.

Rationale for Recommendation: The Urrutia Site is the largest private in-holding
in the American River Parkway within the Sacramento region.

The site is designated “Parks and Open Space” on the City General Plan, and is a
high priority for public acquisition in the adopted 1985 American River Parkway Plan
and the proposed American River Parkway Plan Update (scheduled for adoption in
2008). Because of the regional interest in acquiring this site as a part of the
American River Parkway and the City's commitment to support the CIHC, the City
Parks and Recreation Department, County of Sacramento and Sacramento Area
Flood Control Agency (SAFCA) share a strong interest in restoring the open space
and habitat values. The site is located within the City of Sacramento and the City is
serving as the lead agency for potential acquisition.

Since the 1950’s the site has been used as a sand and gravel mine. As a result of
excavation of sand and gravel, approximately one half of the site is comprised of a
large water bearing pond. Further mining is not permitted under the mining permit or
the Reclamation Board Permit. As such, the site must be reclaimed and restored
under the Surface Mining Reclamation Act (SMARA) (Cal. Public Resources Code,
§2710 et seq.).

To accomplish acquisition, reclamation and restoration of the site, the following tasks
would need to be completed:

e Preliminary and Final Appraisal of the Site
o Real Estate Negotiations
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e Hazardous Materials Risk Assessments (Phase | and Phase |l Site Assessments
to determine the risk of soil or water contamination)

e Development of a Reclamation and Restoration Plan to restore safe slopes to the
borrow pond edges, re-vegetate and meet other SMARA requirements

e Restoration of riparian and riverine habitat on the southern portion of the site
which fronts on the American River

e Entering into Memorandum(s) of Understanding with project partners to formalize
roles and responsibilities

Additionally, the above activities and the requirements of the State and Federal
grants secured by SAFCA for the proposed Urrutia Site restoration project require
the following permit activities:

e Section 404 of the Clean Water Act Wetlands Delineation

¢ Consultation with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the National Marine Fisheries
Service and California Department of Fish and Game

e Central Valley Flood Protection Board (formerly Reclamation Board) Permit

e State Lands Commission Approval

o State Streambed Alteration Agreement

If acquired and restored, the site would be managed by the County as part of the
American River Parkway. Initially, the site would remain as open space with
pedestrian and bike access only. The Jedediah Smith Bike Trail runs along the
northern perimeter of the site.

Financial Considerations: The current City budget for this project is $300,000 from
2006 Community Reinvestment Capital Improvement Program (CRCIP) funds. Based
on the estimates required to complete real estate negotiations, hazardous materials
assessments, environmental permitting, and reclamation and restoration planning,
additional funds are required. Staff recommends transferring $105,000 in General
Funds (Fund 1001) from L19003500 to B18216000. The City is not yet committed to
any funding for actual land purchase, but will continue to work with the County and
SAFCA to secure this funding. Should the City decide to pursue property acquisition,
Memorandums of Understanding among project partners would be developed.

SAFCA has secured a grant in the amount of $1,480,000 from the State Water
Resources Board and an additional $480,000 from the California Department of Water
Resources for the restoration of the site. The County is prepared to be an active
partner in securing funds for potential property acquisition.

While the City may continue to serve as lead agency for potential property acquisition,
the County of Sacramento is prepared to take on the responsibility and costs for
management (operations and maintenance) of this property should it become part of the
American River Parkway. '
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Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD): The selection of consultants and
contractors for this project follow City established guidelines for inclusion of ESBD firm.
The Mitigated Negative Declaration for this project was prepared by a qualified ESBD

firm.
Respectfully Submitted by: / /

I JAMES L. COMBS
- Director, Parks and Recreation

Recommendation Approved:

@L&L«W& /\Mﬂmj i

thAY KERRIDGE |
City Manager
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Attachment 2
Background Information

Project Descriptions

Urrutia Site: The Urrutia Site consists of a 123+/- acres located at 599 Gardenland
Highway in the South Natomas Community Planning Area. The site is bounded on the
south by the American River, on the north by Bannon Slough (and the Garden
Highway), on the east by Camp Pollock Boy Scout Camp, and on the west by lands
owned by the County of Sacramento as part of the American River Parkway. It is the
largest remaining private inholding in the American River Parkway in the Sacramento
region. It has been a shared goal of the State, City and County for at least two decades
to acquire additional land for the American River Parkway. These agencies adopted the
1985 American River Parkway Plan which includes an implementation measure to
“pursue land acquisition of privately owned lands within the Parkway.” The 2008 draft
American River Parkway Plan, pending adoption by the City, County and State,
provides policy and guidelines for interpretive facilities and services in this area of the
Parkway which would allow for these in association with a facility such as the California
Indian Heritage Center (CIHC).

California Indian Heritage Center: The purpose of the CIHC is to honor the diversity
and history of California Native Indian people. It will also house the state's extensive
collection of Native Indian cultural objects, and will replace the current State Indian
Museum. The Center's main facilities will be built on the Sacramento River in West
Sacramento, across from Discovery Park, serving as its “front door.” In the American
River Parkway, the CIHC will be unique in its integration of both outdoor and indoor
facilities into the natural setting. There is also interest on the part of the State for
consideration of bridge connections across both the Sacramento and American Rivers.
Facilities in the Parkway must comply with the adopted American River Parkway Plan.

Key Milestones/Local Actions in Project History (starting 2004)

March 23, 2004: City Council adopted Resolution 2004-198 supporting the location of
the new California Indian Cultural Center and Museum within the City of Sacramento at
a possible site on the Lower American River between Cal Expo and confluence with the
Sacramento River.

July 21, 2005: City Council adopted Resolution 2005-047 directing City evaluation of
riverfront parcels located within the Richards Boulevard area in support of the proposed
CIHC and allocating funds in support of property acquisitions.

April 18, 2006: City Council approved addition of $6.3M in Community Reinvestment
Capital Improvement Program (CRCIP) as a contribution to land acquisition for the
CIHC (Resolution 2006-366).
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May 2006
a) Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency (SAFCA) Board adopted Resolution 06-053

supporting the establishment of the CIHC within the Richards Blvd. Redevelopment
Area and the Lower Reach of the American River Parkway.

b) County of Sacramento Board of Supervisors adopted Resolution 2006-0640
supporting the establishment of the CIHC within the Richards Boulevard
Redevelopment Area and the Lower Reach of the American River Parkway where
facilities and programming can be accommodated in a naturalistic setting consistent
with the American River Parkway Plan.

c) State CIHC Task Force reconfirmed commitment to split site in Sacramento along
American River.

June 2006: Capitol Station District announced new name as River District; new “Vision
for the Future” identified a Top Priority Action to “Plan and develop the California Indian
Heritage Center” to meet their goal for “Enhanced Community Facilities and Amenities.”

Summer 2006: County completed draft of American River Parkway Plan Update with
Update Citizen Advisory Committee (UCAC), providing policy and guidelines for
interpretive facilities and services in the Parkway which would allow for these in
association with a facility such as the CIHC.

May 23, 2007: CIHC Task Force voted to proceed with West Sacramento as preferred
site for majority of Center's facilities. Also indicated continued interest in use of property
in Northgate Area of American River Parkway. CRCIP project budget subsequently
reduced by City to $300,000 (Resolution 2007-883).

Summer 2007-2008: Local project partners (City, County, and SAFCA) completed
Mitigated Negative Declaration for Urrutia Site Restoration and Enhancement Project,
including potential property acquisition for the American River Parkway.

June 2008: State secured agreement with City of West Sacramento for preferred site
for main CIHC facility along Sacramento River.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2008-
Adopted by the Sacramento City Council

August 7, 2008

APPROVING GARDENLAND SAND AND GRAVEL MINE (URRUTIA SITE)
RESTORATION AND ENHANCEMENT

BACKGROUND:

A. The Gardenland Sand and Gravel Mine (Urrutia Site) is a 123+/- acre site located along
the north bank of the American River in the South Natomas Community Planning Area.

B. Since adoption of the 1985 American River Parkway Plan, public acquisition of this site
has been a high local priority to achieve the restoration, habitat and open space goals of
the City General Plan and the American River Parkway Plan.

C. The City has committed to support providing a place in Sacramento for the programs
and activities of the California Indian Heritage Center.

D. The Gardenland Mine is no longer operational and no further sand or gravel can safely
be removed from the site. Therefore, the City, with the Sacramento Area Flood Control
Agency and the County of Sacramento, is interested in support of potential purchase of
this property as an addition to the American River Parkway.

E. The City of Sacramento’s Environmental Planning Services conducted or caused to be
conducted an initial study on Urrutia Site Restoration and Enhancement Project
(“Project”) to determine if the Project may have a significant effect on the environment.

F. The initial study identified potentially significant effects of the Project. Revisions to the
Project made by or agreed to by the Project applicant before the proposed mitigated
negative declaration and initial study were released for public review were determined
by City’s Environmental Planning Services to avoid or reduce the potentially significant
effects to a less than significant level, and, therefore, there was no substantial evidence
that the Project as revised and conditioned would have a significant effect on the
environment. A Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Project was then
completed, noticed and circulated in accordance with the requirements of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the State CEQA Guidelines and the Sacramento
Local Environmental Procedures as follows:

a. OnJune 23, 2008, a Notice of Intent to Adopt the MND (NOI), dated June 23,
2008, was circulated for public comments for 30 days. The NOI was sent to
those public agencies that have jurisdiction by law with respect to the proposed

10
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project and to other interested parties and agencies, including property owners
within 500 feet of the boundaries of the proposed project. The comments of
such persons and agencies were sought.

On June 23, 2008, the NOI was published in the Daily Recorder, a newspaper
of general circulation, and the NOI was posted in the office of the Sacramento
County Clerk.

G. The City Council has reviewed and considered the information contained in the MND,
including the initial study, the revisions and conditions incorporated into the Project, and
the comments received during the public review process and the hearing on the Project.
The City Council has determined that the MND constitutes an adequate, accurate,
objective and complete review of the environmental effects of the proposed project.

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROIUND, THE CITY COUNCIL
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1.

Section 2.

Section 3.

Section 4.

Section 5.

That $105,000 of General Funds (Fund 1001) is transferred from
19003500 to B18216000 to cover the City contribution toward remaining
costs for appraisals, hazardous materials assessments, environmental
permitting and related staff costs as preparation for potential property
acquisition, reclamation and restoration of the Gardenland Sand and
Gravel Mine property located at 599 Garden Highway is approved.

Based on its review of the MND and on the basis of the whole record, the
City Council finds that the MND reflects the City Council’s independent
judgment and analysis and that there is no substantial evidence that the
Project will have a significant effect on the environment.

With respect to the Project over which the City Council has final approval
authority, the City Council adopts the MND for the Project.

Pursuant to CEQA section 21081.6 and CEQA Guidelines section 15074,
and in support of its approval of the Project, the City Council adopts a
Mitigation Monitoring Plan to require all reasonably feasible mitigation
measures be implemented by means of Project conditions, agreements, or
other measures, as set forth in the Mitigation Monitoring Plan.

Upon approval of the Project, the City's Environmental Planning Services
shall file or cause to be filed a Notice of Determination with the
Sacramento County Clerk and, if the project requires a discretionary
approval from any state agency, with the State Office of Planning and
Research, pursuant to section 21152(a) of the Public Resources Code
and section 15075 of the State EIR Guidelines adopted pursuant thereto.

Table of Contents:

Exhibit A: Mitigated Negative Declaration (Location — City Clerk’s Office)
Exhibit B: Mitigation Monitoring Plan

Exhibit C: Public Comments Received on the Mitigated Negative Declaration

11



Gardenland Sand and Gravel Mine (Urrutia Site) August 7, 2008

EXHIBIT A: MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION (CEQA Plus)

This document is available on the City of Sacramento’s website at:
http://www.cityofsacramento.org/webtech/streaming video/live council meetings.htm
under Future and Archived Meetings and is on file in hard copy in the Office of the City

Clerk at 915 | Street, Historic Building, First Floor.

12
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EXHIBIT B

MITIGATION MONITORING PLAN

Urrutia Site Acquisition and Restoration Project

INTRODUCTION

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires review of any project that
could have significant adverse effects on the environment. In 1988, CLQA was amended
to require reporting on and monitoring of mitigation measures adopted as part of the
environmental review process.  This Mitigation Monitoring Plan (MMP) is designed to
aid the City of Sacramento in its implementation and monitoring of measures adopted
from the Urrutia Site Acquisition and Restoration Project Mitigated Negative Declaration
(MND) prepared for the City of Sacramento in July 2008.

MITIGATION MEASURES

The Mitigation Monitoring Program (MMP) describes the actions that must take place to
implement each mitigation measure identified in the MND prepared for the project, the
timing of thosc actions, and the entities responsible for implementing and monitoring the
actions.

MMP COMPONENTS

The components of cach monitoring form arc addressed brielly, below.

Impact: This column summarizes the potentially significant impact stated in the MND.

Mitigation Measure: The mitigation measures from the MND are identified by topic and
number.

Action: For every mitigation measure, one or more actions are described. These are the
center of the MMP, as they delincate the means by which MND measures will be
implemented, and, in some instances, the criteria for determining whether a measure has
been successfully implemented. Where mitigation measures are particularly detailed, the
action may refer back to the measure.

Implementing Party:  This item identifies the entity that will undertake the required
action,

Urrutia Acquisition and Restoration Project |
Mitigation Monitoring Program

13
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Timing: Each action must take place prior to the time at which a threshold could be
exceeded. Implementation of the action must oceur prior to or during some part of
approval, project design or construction or on an ongoing basis. The timing for each
measure is identified.

Monitoring Party: As the lead agency, the City of Sacramento is responsible for ensuring
that most mitigation measures are successfully implemented. Within the City, a number
ol departments and divisions would have responsibility for monitoring some aspeet o the
overall project.  Occasionally, monitoring parties outside the City are identified: these
partics arc referred to as "Responsible Agencies” by CEQA.  For cxample, the
Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency (SAFCA) is a responsible agency for this project
and may be responsible for compliance with some mitigation measures.

Urratia Acquisition and Restoration Project
Mitigation Monitoring Program

(S

14
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EXHIBIT C: PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED ON THE MITIGATED NEGATIVE

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, RESOURCES AGENCY

DECLARATION

August 7, 2008

ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, GOVERNOR

v

PIariry,
e

T2 DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION

OFFICEOF HINE
RECLAMATION

OFFICE OF MINE RECLAMATION

801 KSIREET & MS07-06 o SACRAMENIO, CALIFORNIA 95814
PHONE 916 /3239198 » FAX 914/ 445-4066 « TOD 916/ 324-2555 « WEBSITE conservation.ca.gov

July 1, 2008

Shelly Amrhein

City of Sacramento, Development Services Department
300 Richards Boulevard, 3" Floor

Sacramento, CA 95811

Dear Ms. Amrhein:

DRAFT MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR THE URRUTIA SITE
(GARDENLAND SAND AND GRAVEL) RESTIRATION AND ENHANCEMENT
PROJECT, CA MINE ID# 91-34-0019

The Department of Conservation's Office of Mine Reclamation (OMR) has reviewed
the draft mitigated negative declaration (DMND) for the Urrutia Site Restoration and
Enhancement Project. The site was formerly known as the Gardenland Sand and
Gravel Mine, State Mine ID #91-34-0019. The proposed project is the public
acquisition and restoration of the Urrutia Site. The City of Sacramento is the lead
agency and the Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency (SAFCA) will be the agency
responsible for restoration and enhancement of the 123-acre site once it is in public
ownership.

The Urrutia family operated Gardenland Sand and Gravel on the site since 1966
under a Special Permit issued by the City. Mining has created a steep-sided pit
covering 60 to 70 acres. The site is currently used for sorting, distribution, and
recycling of earth and construction debris brought to the site. A letter from our
office to the City dated September 15, 2005 pointed out the fact that this mine
has never had an approved reclamation plan and has been operating out of
compliance with SMARA for many years.

The project description included in the DMND includes a statement that the site will be
reclaimed pursuant to SMARA. The Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975
(SMARA) (Public Resources Code section 2710 et seq.) and the State Mining and
Geology Board Regulations (California Code of Regulations (CCR) Title 14, Division 2,
Chapter 8, Subchapter 1) require that specific items be addressed or included in
reclamation plans. OMR recommends that a reclamation plan be developed for the
site and submitted to our office for a 30-day review. Mitigation measures developed
under CEQA should be incorporated into the reclamation plan.

The Department of Conservation's mission is to protect Californians and their environment by:
Protecting lives and property from earthquakes and landslides; Ensuring safe mining and oil and gas drilling;
Conserving California’s farmland; and Saving energy and resources through recycling.
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Shelly Amrhein
July 1, 2008
Page 2

OMR has no specific comments on the draft mitigated negative declaration at this time.

If you have any questions on these comments or require any assistance with other
mine reclamation issues, please contact me at (916) 323-8565.

rSincerely, / ™

AN } ia T///
’%es S. Pompy, Manager

““Reclamation Unit
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SACRAMENTO AREA
SEWER DISTRICT

SERVING YOU 2417

Board of Directors
Representing:

Counly of Sacramento
City of Citrus Heights
City of EIk Grove

City of Folsom

City of Rancho Cordova
City of Sacramento

Mary K. Snyder
District Engineer

Christoph Dobson
Coltaction System Monager

Wendoell H. Kido

District Manager

Marcia Maurer
Chisf Financiol Officer

10545 Armstrong Avenue
Mather, California 95655
Tel 916.876.6000

Fax 916.876.6160
www.sacsewercom

Farmerly County Sonitation District 1

August 7, 2008

July 16, 2008
E225.000

Shelly Amrhein
City if Sacramento

Development Services Department
300 Richards Boulevard, 3" Floor
Sacramento, CA 95811

Notice of Availability/Intent to Approve — Draft
Mitigated Negative Declaration for Urrutia Site
Restoration and Enhancement Project

Subject:

Dear Ms. Amrhein:

Sacramento Area Sewer District (District, formerly CSD-1) has revicwed
the Notice of Availability/Intent to Approve a Dralt Mitigated Negative
Declaration for the subject project.

The proposed project is the public acquisition and Restoration of the Urrutia
Site, located approximately one mile upstrcam of the conflucnce of the
American and Sacramento Rivers.

The subject project will not significantly impact District or Sacramento
Regional County Sanitation District (SRCSD) facilities.  Additional
comments arc not needed at this time.

If you have any questions regarding these comments, please call Amandeep
Singh at 876-6296 or myself at 876-6094.

Sincgsely,

alam Khan, P.E,
Sacramento Arca Scwer District
Development Services

SK/CJ:clm

cc: File

Amrhein071608.1tr
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SAVE THE SAVE THE AMERICAN RIVER ASSOCIATION, INC.
AMERICAN P.0O. BOX 277638 - SACRAMENTO, CA 95827.7638 - (916) 387-1763

July 28, 2008

Shelley Amrheim, Associate Planner

Clty of Sacramento, Develapment Services Department
300 Richards Blyd., 3™ Floor E
Sacramenio, CA 95811

Dear Ms. Amrhein:
wh

The Save the American River Associaion (SARA) has recelved the Draft Mitigated Nagative
Declaration for the Urrutia Site Restoration and Enhancement Project (MND). Members of the SARA
Board have reviewed the draft MND and these are our comments,

SARA enthusiastically supports acquisition of the Urrutia property for addition to the American River
Parkway. The Unutia property would make a large contribution to the Parkway. SARA is concemed,
however, about the final ownership of the Urrutla property. On p. 12 of the MND, it states “it Is the
intent of the Gity of Sacramento to purchase the property for open space as part of the American
Parkway. The property may then be transferred to the County of Sacramento who administers the
Amerlcan River Parkway. :

The County of Sacramento owns .most of the land in the American Rivar Parkway. Also, the
Sacramento County Parks Department has, for many years, been an axcellent steward and
administrator of the Parkway. SARA believes and recommends that the ownership of the Urrutia
property ultimately be transferred to the County of Sacramento so that It can be incorporated into the
American River Parkway. :

SARA requests that be it provided with a cop} of the app}oved Mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting
Program applicable to the subject Mitigated Negative Declaration. '

Frank F. Cirill, SARA President Emeritus will be the contact person for the Urrutia Site Restoration
and Enhancement Praject. His address and phone number is:
Frank F. Cirill - 6515 State Avenue — Sacramento, CA 85819, - 916-455-2880

Thank you for the opportunity to review the subject environmental document.

Sincerely. ‘
Warren Truitt, Frank F. Cirill
President SARA President Emeritus, SARA

CC: Sacramento Area Flood Contral Agency
Attn: Tim Washbum, Agency Counsel

SARA Board of Directors
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