
REPORT TO COUNCIL
City of Sacramento

915 I Street, Sacramento, CA 95814-2604
www. CityofSacramento.org

PUBLIC HEARING
December 15, 2009

Honorable Mayor and
Members of the City Council

Title: Supplemental Agreement: Richards Boulevard and Interstate 5 Project
(T15088300)

Location/Council District: The Access Improvements from the Railyards to Richards
Boulevard and Interstate 5 Project is located just north of Downtown. (District 1)

Recommendation: Adopt a Resolution: 1) approving the Mitigated Negative
Declaration; and 2) approving the Mitigation Monitoring Plan, and Adopt a Resolution:
1) approving the 90% plans and specifications; 2) increasing the project budget by
transferring $325,000 from the North CBD Access Study Project (T15028200) to the
Access Improvements from the Railyards to Richards Boulevard and Interstate 5
Project (T15088300); 3) authorizing the City Manager to execute Supplemental
Agreement No. 3 to City Agreement 2008-0307 with David Evans and Associates, Inc.
in the amount of $95,662 to provide preliminary engineering services and final
design for this project; 4) resetting the City Manager's authority; and 5) authorizing the
Director of Transportation to sign and submit, on behalf of the City of Sacramento, a
request to Caltrans for a Cooperative Work Agreement (CWA) time extension to utilize
federal transportation funds authorized for the North Central Business District Access
Improvements Project (T15028200).

Contact: Nader Kamal, Special Projects Engineer, 808-7035; Jennifer Hageman,
Senior Planner, 808-5538

Presenters: Jennifer Hageman and Nader Kamal

Department: Transportation and Community Development Department

Division: Engineering Services

Organization No: 15001131

Description/Analysis

Issue: This project proposes to reconstruct Bercut Drive from Richards
Boulevard to Railyards Boulevard, widen Jibboom Street from Richards
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Boulevard to Railyards Boulevard, connect Jibboom Street and Bercut Drive
under Interstate 5 in the Railyards and reconstruct Richards Boulevard between
Jibboom Street and Bercut Drive.

Approval of the 90% Plans and Specifications and adoption of the Mitigated
Negative Declaration are necessary to move forward with the completion of the
design and are required to comply with the California Environmental Quality Act.
An additional $325,000 in funding is required to complete the design phase of
the project.

Policy Considerations: This action requested herein is consistent with the
Sacramento City Code Title 3 and with the City of Sacramento Strategic Plan
goals of improving and expanding public safety and enhancing livability.

Environmental Considerations:

California Environmental Quality Act: In accordance with the State
Guidelines for implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) of 1970, the City's Environmental Section has reviewed the
proposed Project. This review has resulted in the determination that the
proposed project will not have a significant adverse impact on the
environment and a Mitigated Negative Declaration was prepared.

The Mitigated Negative Declaration was made available for a 30-day public
review period from October 19, 2009 through November 18, 2009 in
accordance with applicable CEQA Guidelines.

Three comment letters were received in response to the Notice of Intent to
adopt the mitigated negative declaration. The comment letters and City
responses are included in Exhibit B.

Sustainability Considerations: This project supports the sustainability
goal by supporting a wide array of transportation and housing choices near
jobs for a balanced, healthy City.

Other: This project has federal funds and Caltrans will submit a request to
FHWA for National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) clearance after the
CEQA approval.

Commission/Committee Action: None.

Rationale for Recommendation: Approval of the 90% Plans and
Specifications, environmental documents, and increasing the budget are
necessary to move forward with the completion of the project. Requesting the
CWA Time Extension to the State Department of Finance will allow the City to
avoid lapsing of federal funds. This funding can only be used for feasibility and
pre-environmental studies related to improving access to the North CBD Area.
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Financial Considerations: Total project costs for completion of the Access
Improvements from the Railyards to Richards Boulevard and Interstate 5 Project
(T15088300) are estimated to be $11 million.

The current project budget is $1,629,284 which consists of $1,000,000 in federal funds
(Fund 3703) and $629,284 in local matching funds (Fund 2001). There is no General
Fund proposed in the project budget. Approval of the transfer of unobligated balance in
federal funds from the North CBD Access Study Project (T15028200) in the amount of
$325,000 (Fund 3703) will cover additional staff costs, mitigation costs, and
Supplemental Agreement No. 3 with David Evans and Associates, Inc. This project is
an eligible use of federal funds authorized for the North CBD Access Study Project
(T15028200), and there is a remaining balance of federal funds in the project not
committed for other work.

Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE): This is a federally funded project.
Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) project participation requirements apply.
E/SBE rules are held in abeyance. David Evans & Associates pledged no DBE
participation on this project nor were they required to do so.

JRespectfully Submitted by .. ;.

Approved by:

Nicholas Theocharides
Engineering Services Manager

Jerry Way
Director of Transportation

Recommendation Approved:

Table of Contents:
Report

Attachments
Pg 1

I Background Pg 4
2 Resolution Pg 6

Exhibit A - Mitigation Monitoring Plan Pg 8
3 Resolution Pg 19

Exhibit A - Location Map Pg 21
Exhibit B - Comment Letters Pg 22

3



Access Improvements Railyards to Richards Blvd & 1-5 Project December 15, 2009

Attachment 1

Background

This project proposes to reconstruct Bercut Drive from Richards Boulevard to Railyards
Boulevard, widen Jibboom Street from Richards Boulevard to Railyards Boulevard,
connect Jibboom Street and Bercut Drive under Interstate 5 in the Railyards and
reconstruct Richards Boulevard between Jibboom Street and Bercut Drive.

The primary goal of the Access Improvements from the Railyards to Richards
Boulevard and Interstate 5 Project (T15088300) is to provide near-term circulation
improvements for the surrounding redevelopment areas. These improvements are
expected to include the extension of Bercut Drive from Richards Boulevard to Railyards
Boulevard, widening Jibboom Street from Richards Boulevard to Railyards, connecting
Jibboom Street and Bercut Drive under Interstate 5 in the Railyards and improving the
existing Richards Boulevard and Interstate 5 interchange to the maximum extent
possible under the Caltrans encroachment permit process. This project is not expected
to construct the ultimate roadway improvements for the Richards Boulevard
Interchange with Interstate 5. A project study report for the ultimate Railyard Boulevard/
I-5 Interchange is being prepared under a separate project.

As the Richards Boulevard and Railyards areas redevelop, there are increasing needs
for circulation improvements. The infrastructure elements of this project have been
analyzed in several past Environmental Impact Reports (EIR) in the area, including the
EIR for the Railyards Specific Plan. The proposed projects are intended to be largely
consistent with these past documents, with the understanding that minor changes to the
roadway geometry may result as more detailed studies are performed during the
delivery of this project.

This project is located on the border of two important City of Sacramento development
districts: the Richards Boulevard area and the Railyards area. The Richards Boulevard
area has traditionally been an industrial area that is currently in a renaissance era as it
converts to an extension of the downtown urban core. The Railyards area has received
its name from its long-term use as Southern Pacific's primary west coast railroad
service yard. In December 2006, Thomas Enterprises purchased the Railyards from
the railroad company and is in the approval process for a new Railyards Specific Plan.
The EIR for the specific plan was certified on December 11, 2007.

On April 10, 2008, the City Council approved a Professional Services Agreement with
David Evans and Associates, Inc. in the amount of $1,344,362 to provide preliminary
engineering, environmental services, and final design services for this project.
Supplemental Agreement No. 1 in the amount of $114,501 was approved by City
Council on January 5, 2009. Supplemental Agreement No. 2 in the amount of $77,062
was approved on April, 7, 2009 and provided for the completion of the environmental
document.
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Supplemental Agreement No. 3 includes additional design services to provide wall
treatment design alternatives, structural analysis for two structural signs per Caltrans
requirements, and approval of two bank mitigations.

Approval of the 90% Plans and Specifications and adoption of the Mitigated Negative
Declaration and the Mitigation Monitoring Plan are necessary to move forward with the
completion of the design and are required to comply with the California Environmental
Quality Act.

The City was allocated a total of $2,228,000 in federal funding for the North Central
Business District (CBD) Access Study, for a variety of feasibility and pre-environmental
studies in the North CBD area, including the 1-5/Richards Boulevard Interchange.
Caltrans requested that they prepare a Project Study Report (PSR) to analyze options
for improvements to the interchange. As a result, project completion has taken longer
than originally anticipated. A total of $1,457,789 in funding will lapse June 30, 2010,
unless the City requests a Cooperative Work Agreement (CWA) time extension.

The additional year will allow Caltrans to complete the PSR or the funding can be
allocated to the interim project to ensure no loss of federal funding.

Prior to April 2010, the State Department of Finance will review the City's justification
and determine whether an extension should be approved.
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Attachment 2

Mitigated Negative Declaration - Findings - City Council Resolution

RESOLUTION NO.

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council

ADOPTING THE MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION AND THE MITIGATION
MONITORING PROGRAM FOR THE ACCESS IMPROVEMENTS FROM RAILYARDS

TO RICHARDS BOULEVARD AND INTERSTATE 5PROJECT (T95088300)

THE CITY COUNCIL RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The City Council finds as follows:

A. The Project initial study identified potentially significant effects of the Project.
Revisions to the Project made by or agreed to by the Project applicant before the
proposed mitigated negative declaration and initial study were released for public
review were determined by City's Environmental Planning Services to avoid or reduce
the potentially significant effects to a less than significant level, and, therefore, there
was no substantial evidence that the Project as revised and conditioned would have a
significant effect on the environment. A Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the
Project was then completed, noticed and circulated in accordance with the
requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the State CEQA
Guidelines and the Sacramento Local Environmental Procedures as follows:

1. On October 19, 2009 a Notice of.Intent to Adopt the MND (NOI) dated
October 14, 2009 was circulated for public comments for 30 days. The NOI was sent to
those public agencies that have jurisdiction by law with respect to the proposed project
and to other interested parties and agencies, including property owners within 500 feet
of the boundaries of the proposed project. The comments of such persons and
agencies were sought.

2. On October 19, 2009 the NOI was published in the Daily Recorder, a
newspaper of general circulation, and the NOI was posted in the office of the
Sacramento County Clerk.

3. The Initial Study was revised after public notice of its availability; however,
none of the conditions requiring recirculation (CEQA Guidelines section 15073.5(b)) is
applicable to the project. The mitigation measures were replaced with either equal or
more effective measures pursuant to Section 15074.1 of the CEQA Guidelines,
revisions to the project do not result in new avoidable significant effects, and the new
information added to the Negative Declaration makes insignificant modifications.
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Section 2. The City Council has reviewed and considered the information contained
in the MND, including the initial study, the revisions and conditions incorporated into the
Project, and the comments received during the public review process and the hearing
on the Project. The City Council has determined that the MND constitutes an
adequate, accurate, objective and complete review of the environmental effects of the
proposed project.

Section 3. As a result of the public review process, the City determined that certain
mitigation measures identified in the MND were undesirable. Per CEQA Guidelines
section 10574.1, the City deleted those mitigation measures in the MND and
substituted other measures which the City determined are either equivalent or more
effective.

This public hearing is the hearing required by CEQA Guidelines section 15074.1(b)(1).

The new mitigation measures are either equivalent to or more effective in mitigating or
avoiding potential significant effects and that none of the measures would cause any
potentially significant effect on the environment (CEQA Guidelines section

15074.1 b)(2).

Section 4. Based on its review of the MND and on the basis of the whole record, the
City Council finds that the MND reflects the City Council's independent judgment and
analysis and that there is no substantial evidence that the Project will have a significant

effect on the environment.

Section 5. The City Council adopts the MND for the Project.

Section 6. Pursuant to CEQA section 21081.6 and CEQA Guidelines section 15074, and
in support of its approval of the Project, the City Council adopts a Mitigation Monitoring
Program to require all reasonably feasible mitigation measures be implemented by means
of Project conditions, agreements, or other measures, as set forth in the Mitigation
Monitoring Program.

Section 7. Upon approval of the Project, the City's Environmental Planning Services shall
file or cause to be filed a Notice of Determination with the Sacramento County Clerk and, if
the project requires a discretionary approval from any state agency, with the State Office of
Planning and Research, pursuant to section 21152(a) of the Public Resources Code and
section 15075 of the State EIR Guidelines adopted pursuant thereto.

Section 8. Pursuant to Guidelines section 15091(e), the documents and other materials
that constitute the record of proceedings upon which the City Council has based its
decision are located in and may be obtained from, the Office of the City Clerk at 915 I
Street, Sacramento, California. The City Clerk is the custodian of records for all matters
before the City Council.

Table of Contents:
Exhibit A: Mitigation Monitoring Program
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Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) Checklist for the
Access Improvements from Railyards to Richards Boulevard and Interstate 5 Project

EXHIBIT A
Monitoring

Implementing Responsibility Verification of
Mitigation MeasurelCompliance Standard

Responsibility for Timing Compliance
Implementing (Initials/Date)

Measure

Mitigation Measure 3.3-1: Design Plans and Specification Standards for Acceptable Backfill City of City of Prior to
Material. Sacramento Sacramento approval of

The design plans and specifications shall specify standards for acceptable backfill materials and
design plans
and

require testing (such as gradation) of native soil if it is proposed to be used as structural or pipeline specifications;
backfill. Backfill would be mechanically compacted or jetted to meet the performance criteria specified During
by the Central Valley Flood Protection Board (CVFPB) and the United States Army Corps of Engineers construction
(USACE).

Mitigation Measure 3.7-1: Avoid and Minimize Impacts on Migratory Birds and Raptors, Including City of City of Prior to
White-Tailed Kite and Purple Martin Sacramento Sacramento construction;

In order to avoid and minimize potential impacts on nesting migratory birds and raptors, including
During
construction

white-tailed kite and purple martin, the following measures will be implemented.

1. Shrub and tree removal and construction activities are to be conducted during the non-nesting
season (September 1 through January 31) whenever feasible.

2. If shrub and tree removal or construction activities occur during the nesting season (between
February 1 and August 31), a qualified biologist will conduct a nesting survey of all habitat within
100 feet of the construction area for migratory birds and within 500 feet of the construction area for
raptor habitat (large trees). Surveys will be conducted no less than 14 days and no more than 30
days prior to commencement of construction activities, and surveys will be conducted in
accordance with the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) protocol as applicable. If no
active nests are identified on or within 500 feet of the construction site, no further mitigation is
necessary. This survey can be carried out concurrently with surveys for other species provided it
does not conflict with any established survey protocols. A copy of the preconstruction survey will
be submitted to the City.

3. If an active bird nest is identified within the described survey areas (out to 100 feet from
construction area for migratory birds and out to 500 feet for raptors), a 500-foot no-disturbance
buffer zone will be established between the nest and construction activity. The buffer zone may be
reduced in consultation with the CDFG if it is determined that project activities won't cause the nest
to fail.

4. Completion of the nesting cycle will be determined by a qualified ornithologist or biologist.

Mitigation Measure 3.7-2: Avoid, Minimize, and Mitigate for Impacts on Valley Elderberry City of City of Prior to any
Longhorn Beetle Sacramento Sacramento ground
The measures presented below were also put forth in an Endangered Species Act Section 7 biological disturbing
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Access Improvements from the Railyards to Richards Blvd & 1-5 Project

Checklist Continued

December 15, 2009

Mitigation Measure/Compliance Standard Implementing
Responsibility

Monitoring
Responsibility

for
Implementing

Measure

Timing
Verification of
Compliance

(Initials/Date)

assessment prepared for impacts on the valley elderberry longhorn beetle (VELB). Caltrans was the lead activity and
federal agency for consulting with the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) on the proposed project's during
impacts on VELB. construction
On June 3, 2009 Caltrans initiated formal consultation with the USFWS for concurrence on the effects to
the federally listed threatened VELB species. The USFWS determined the project has the potential to
directly and indirectly affect elderberry shrubs, the host plant for VELB. The USFWS also determined that
the effects of the project can be appended to the Programmatic Consultation Permitting Projects with
Relatively Small Effects on the Valley Elderberry Longhorn Beetle Within the Jurisdiction of the Sacramento
Field Office. The USFWS agreed to the mitigation and conservation measures presented by Caltrans by
issuing a Biological Opinion on October 8, 2009. This concludes the consultation process under Section 7
of the Endangered Species Act. The VELB mitigation and conversation measures are described below.
Implementation of the following measures shall occur to avoid, minimize, and mitigate impacts on VELB
that could occur in 12 elderberry shrubs that could be affected by project construction. These measures are
from the USFWS's Conservation Guidelines forthe Valley Elderberry Longhom Beetle, 9 July 1999 (VELB
Guidelines).

Avoidance and Minimization Measures

Establish a Minimum 20-Foot-Wide Buffer around All Elderberry Shrubs Where Feasible

Before any ground-disturbing activity, the City will ensure that a minimum 4-foot-tall temporary, plastic
mesh-type construction fence (Tensor Polygrid or equivalent) is installed at least 20 feet from the
driplines of elderberry shrubs that will be retained adjacent to the biological study area. This fencing is
intended to prevent encroachment by construction vehicles and personnel. The exact location of the
fencing will be determined by a qualified biologist, with the goal of protecting habitat for VELB.

The fencing will be strung tightly on posts set at a maximum interval of 10 feet. The fencing will be
installed in a way that prevents equipment from enlarging the work area beyond the delineated work
area. The fencing will be checked and maintained weekly until all construction is completed. This buffer
zone will be marked by signs stating;

"This is habitat of the valley elderberry longhorn beetle, a threatened species, and must not be
disturbed. This species is protected by the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. Violators
are subject to prosecution, fines, and imprisonment."

Signs will be placed at intervals of 50 feet and must be readable at a distance of 20 feet.

No construction activity, including grading, will be allowed until this condition is satisfied. No grading,
clearing, storage of equipment or machinery, or other disturbance or activity may occur until a
representative of the City has inspected and approved all temporary construction fencing. The fencing
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Access Improvements from the Railyards to Richards Blvd & 1-5 Project

Checklist Continued

December 15, 2009

Mitigation Measure/Compliance Standard Implementing
Responsibility

Monitoring
Responsibility

for
Implementing

Measure

Timing
Verification of
Compliance

( Initials/Date)

and a note reflecting this condition will be shown on the construction plans.

Conduct Mandatory ContractorNVorkerAwareness Training for Construction Personnel

Before any work occurs in the project area, including grading, a qualified wildlife biologist will conduct
mandatory contractor/worker awareness training for construction personnel. The training will be
provided to all construction personnel to brief them on the need to avoid impacts on biological
resources and the penalties for not complying with biological mitigation requirements. If new
construction personnel are added to the proposed project, the contractor's superintendent will ensure
that the new personnel receive the mandatory training before starting work. An environmental
awareness handout will be provided to each person, describing and illustrating sensitive resources (i.e.,
nesting birds and raptors, elderberry shrubs, and native trees) that will be avoided during project
construction and identifying all relevant permit conditions.

Implement Dust Control Measures

The City will ensure that dust control measures are implemented for all ground-disturbing activities in
the project area. These measures may include application of water to graded and disturbed areas that
are unvegetated; however the City or its contractor may use other measures more appropriate for site-
specific conditions, as long as dust is minimized to the maximum extent practicable. To avoid attracting
Argentine ants, at no time will water be sprayed within the driplines of elderberry shrubs.

Pursuant to the USFWS VELB Guidelines, the City will implement the following measures to mitigate
for the direct and indirect impacts on VELB before groundbreaking occurs for the proposed project.

Compensatory Mitigation

Transplant Directly Affected Elderberry Shrubs

A qualified biological monitor will be on the site for the duration of the transplanting of elderberry shrubs
to ensure that no unauthorized take of VELB occurs. If unauthorized take does occur, the monitor will
have the authority to stop work until corrective measures have been completed. The monitor must
immediately report any unauthorized take of the beetle or its habitat to the USFWS.

Elderberry shrubs will be transplanted when the plants are dormant, approximately November through
the first two weeks in February, after they have lost their leaves. Transplanting during the non-growing
season will reduce shock to the plant and increase transplantation success. The City will follow the
specific transplanting guidance provided in the USFWS VELB Guidelines.

Shrubs 1 and 12 will be transplanted to the French Camp Conservation Bank, or another Service-
approved site. Elderberry seedlings and associated native plants will also be established at the site
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Access Improvements from the Railyards to Richards Blvd-& 1-5 Project

Checklist Continued

December 15, 2009

Monitoring

Implementing Responsibility Verification of
Mitigation Measure/Compliance Standard for Timing ComplianceResponsibility

Implementing (Initials/Date)
Measure

according to the ratios outlined in the Guidelines. See USFWS Biological Opinion, page 6, Table 1
issued on October 8, 2009 for the ratios.

Compensate for Direct Impacts on Elderberry Shrubs

Shrubs 1 and 12 would be directly affected by the proposed project. According to the USFWS VELB
Guidelines, adversely affected shrubs that are "transplanted or destroyed" should be mitigated for
according to the measures outlined in Table 1 of the USFWS VELB Guidelines. The City will mitigate
for impacts on the shrubs by purchasing mitigation credits at a USFWS-approved mitigation bank. A
summary of the required mitigation is provided in Table 3.7-2. As shown in the table, the proposed
project would require 22 elderberry seedlings and 28 associated native plants (six VELB credits) to be
planted at a USFWS-approved mitigation bank. Currently, VELB mitigation credits are available at
French Camp Conservation Bank. The shrubs identified for transplantation will be transplanted to this
mitigation bank.

Table 3.7-2. Compensation for Impacts on VELB Habitat
Tota I
Elderberry/

Stem Diameter Class at Elderberry Associated Associated
Ground Level in Exit Stem Seedling Native Natives to

Location Centimeters (inches) Holes? Count Ratio Plant Ratio Be Planted

Non- 2.5-7.6 (1-3) No 5 1:1 1:1 5/5
riparian Yes 0 2:1 2:1 0/0
Non- 7.6-12.7 (3-5) No 1 2:1 1:1 2/2
riparian Yes 0 4:1 2:1 0/0
Non- >12.7 (>5) No 3 3:1 1:1 9/9
riparian Yes 1 6:1 2:1 6/12

Riparian 2.5-7.6 (1-3) No 0 2:1 1:1 0/0
Yes 0 4:1 2:1 0/0

Riparian 7.6-12.7 (3-5) No 0 3:1 1:1 0/0
Yes 0 6:1 2:1 0/0

Riparian >12.7 (>5) No 0 4:1 1:1 0/0
Yes 0 8:1 2:1 0/0

Total - - 10 - - 22/28
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Access Improvements from the Railyards to Richards Blvd & 1-5 Project

Checklist Continued

December 15, 2009

Mitigation Measure/Compliance Standard Implementing
Responsibility

Monitoring
Responsibility

for
Implementing

Measure

Timing
Verification of
Compliance

(Initials/Date)

Mitigation Measure 3.7-3: Avoid and Minimize Impacts on Burrowing Owl City of City of Prior to

To avoid and minimize potential impacts on burrowing owls, the following measures will be
Sacramento Sacramento construction

implemented.

Preconstruction surveys for burrowing owls will be conducted in accordance with Burrowing Owl Survey
Protocol and Mitigation Guidelinesl, which calls for surveying out to 500 feet from project limits where
suitable habitat is present. If owls are identified in the biological study area, mitigation measures will be
implemented as outlined in the CDFG's 1995 Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation2. These
measures will include those listed here.

1. If occupied owl burrows are found within the biological study area, a determination will be made by
a qualified biologist in consultation with the CDFG regarding whether work will affect the occupied
burrows or disrupt reproductive behavior.

2. If it is determined that construction will affect occupied burrows during August through February,
the subject owls will be passively relocated from the occupied burrow(s) using one-way doors.
One-way doors will be in place for a minimum of 48 hours before burrows are excavated.

3. If it is determined that construction will physically affect occupied burrows or disrupt reproductive
behavior during the nesting season (March through July), avoidance is the only mitigation
available. Construction will be delayed within 300 feet of occupied burrows until it is determined
that the subject owls are not nesting or until a qualified biologist determines that juvenile owls are
self sufficient or are no longer using the natal burrow as their primary source of shelter.

Mitigation Measure 3.7-4: Avoid and Minimize Impacts on Swainson's Hawk City of City of Prior to

If construction occurs during the breeding season (February 1-August 31), the City will conduct CDFG-
Sacramento Sacramento construction

recommended protocol-level surveys within 0.8 kilometer (0.5 mile) of the project area prior to
construction as required by the Recommended Timing and Methodology for Swainson's Hawk Nesting
Surveys in California's Central Valley3 or as required by the CDFG in the future. If no active nests are
identified during the survey, no additional mitigation is required:

1 The California Burrowing Owl Consortium. Burrowing Owl Survey Protocol and Mitigation Guidelines. 1993. The California Burrowing Owl Consortium, San Francisco,
CA.

2 California Department of Fish and Game. 1995. Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation. Sacramento, CA.
3 Swainson's Hawk Technical Advisory Committee. 2000. Recommended Timing and Methodology for Swainson's Hawk Nesting Surveys in California's Central Valley.

Sacramento, CA.
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Checklist Continued

December 15, 2009

Mitigation Measure/Compliance Standard Implementing
Responsibility

Monitoring
Responsibility

for
Implementing

Measure

Timing
Verification of
Compliance

(Initials/Date)

If active nests are found in the vicinity of the construction area, mitigation measures consistent with the
Staff Report Regarding Mitigation for Impacts to Swainson's Hawks (Buteo swainsoni) in the Central
Valley of Califomia4 will be incorporated in the following manner or as directed by the CDFG.

1. If an active nest is found, no intensive new disturbances (e.g., construction activities that create
sudden loud noises or vibrations) or other project-related activities that may cause nest
abandonment or forced fledging, can be initiated within 200 yards (buffer zone) of an active nest
between March 1 and September 15. The size of the buffer area may be adjusted if a qualified
biologist and the CDFG determine it would not be likely to have adverse effects on the hawks. No
project activity will commence within the buffer area until a qualified biologist confirms that the nest
is no longer active.

2. Active nest trees (nest trees currently occupied or trees supporting a nest within the last five years)
will not be removed unless there is no feasible way of avoiding removal of the tree. If a nest tree
must be removed, a management authorization (including conditions to offset the loss of the nest
tree) must be obtained from the CDFG with the tree removal period specified; it is generally
between October 1 and February 1.

3. If construction or other project-related activities that may cause nest abandonment or forced
fledging are necessary within the buffer zone, monitoring of the nest site (funded by the project
proponent) by a qualified biologist will be required to determine if the nest is abandoned. If the nest
is abandoned and if the nestlings are still alive, the project proponent will fund the recovery and
hacking (controlled release of captive reared young) of the nestling(s).

4. Routine disturbances, such as routine maintenance activities within 0.4 kilometer (0.25 mile) of an
active nest, will not be prohibited unless consultation with the CDFG determines that these
activities will affect the active nest.

Mitigation Measure 3.7-5: Avoid and Minimize Impacts on Bats City of City of Prior to

Prior to the removal of any trees, the City will conduct a preconstruction survey to determine if roosting
Sacramento Sacramento removal of any

trees and
bats are present. The surveys should be conducted 1 week prior to the start of construction at dusk, during
when bats would be expected to be present and active. This survey will be conducted by a wildlife construction
biologist qualified to identify the species of bats using these roosts. Surveys will be conducted using an
ultrasonic bat detector such as AnaBat or SonoBat to determine the presence of bats within the

4 California Department of Fish and Game. 1994. Staff Report Regarding Mitigation for Impacts to Swainson's Hawks (Buteo swainsoni) in the Central Valley of California.
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Access Improvements from the Railyards to Richards Blvd & 1-5 Project

Checklist Continued

December 15, 2009

Mitigation Measure/Compliance Standard Implementing
Responsibility

Monitoring
Responsibility

for
Implementing

Measure

Timing
Verification of
Compliance

(Initials/Date)

biological study area. Detectors will be positioned in the immediate vicinity of trees deemed to be
suitable for roosting by the biologist. If the preconstruction surveys determine that no bats are roosting
within the biological study area, no further mitigation is required.

If roosting bats are present, the biologist will determine if the roost is a day roost or is a maternal roost.
If the roost is determined to be a maternal roost, construction activities that may cause the
abandonment of the maternal roost or cause harm to bats will be prohibited until the biologist
determines that the bat pups have left the roost and are able to fend for themselves. Specific activities
that may cause the abandonment of an identified maternal roost will be defined based on site-specific
conditions around the roost during consultation with CDFG. If the roost is determined to be a day roost,
normal construction activities should not be prohibited. It is believed that day roosting bats occurring
there are already acclimated to high levels of noise and disturbance associated with current vehicle
traffic on 1-5 and car, pedestrian traffic, and maintenance activities on the adjacent roadways.

Mitigation Measure 3.7-6: Avoid, Minimize, and Mitigate Impacts on Protected Trees City of City of Prior to

Redesign the Proposed Project to Avoid and Minimize Impacts on Protected Trees
Sacramento Sacramento approval of

project design
The City will revise the project design to the extent feasible to avoid disturbing or removing protected and during
trees. construction;

Ongoing
Mitigate for the Removal of Protected Trees

The City Department of Parks and Recreation's Urban Forest Services (UFS) project site assessment
on November 24, 2009 found that City and heritage trees proposed for removal in the project area
totaled an aggregate diameter at breast height (dbh) of 464 inches. The UFS standard assessment of
City and heritage trees assigns a mitigation value at a rate of $325 per dbh inch (trunk diameter at a
height of 4.5 feet). Applying this rate, the total mitigation value for City and heritage tree removal for
the proposed project totals $150,800.00. Per consultation with the UFS, in lieu of paying this mitigation
value, the City could mitigate for the removal of City and heritage trees within the project area by
implementing the following measures prior, during, and/or post project construction, as applicable.-

1 . Submit a planting and irrigation plan for UFS review and approval prior to ground disturbance.

2. Replant trees, under the direction of the UFS, at a ratio of one (1) twenty four-inch (24") box tree
per eight dbh inches (8") of City and heritage tree removal (replant ratio of 1:8). The UFS shall
approve the locations and species of the trees.

3. At a minimum; tree planting and associated monitoring will adhere to the following measures (for
City tree mitigation planting and monitoring, other designs may be approved pending UFS review):
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December 15, 2009

Mitigation Measure/Compliance Standard Implementing
Responsibility

Monitoring
Responsibility

for
Implementing

Measure

Timing
Verification of
Compliance

( Initials/Date)

• Trees will be planted at a spacing of 40 feet to 60 feet on center.

• Trees will be planted in a gradual mound approximately 6 feet across and 4 inches
above the surrounding grade.

• All trees will be,mulched with wood chips 4 inches to 6 inches deep, (minimum area
of 8 feet by 8 feet per tree).

• Trees growth and overall condition will be monitored 3 times per year,
(April/July/September) for a 8 year period during which any dead or poorly performing
trees will be replaced during the next fall or early spring.

• Irrigation will be tested 3 times per year, (April/July/September) and adjusted as
needed to provide good growing conditions for all planted trees.

• Each planted tree will be irrigated by an 8-foot diameter ring of durable drip tubing
installed below wood chips with 4 interior lateral lines to serve the root area of the newly
planted trees (other designs may be approved pending UFS review).

• For the 24" box tree plantings one of the following, or equivalent, species will be
chosen (species substitution is subject to UFS review and approval):

n Chinese Pistache 'Keith Davey'(Pistacia chinensis)

n Sawtooth Oak (Quercus acutissima)

n Persian Oak (Quercus castaniefolia)

n Turkey Oak (Quercus cerris)

n Blue Oak (Quercus douglasii)

n . Valley Oak (Quercus lobata)

n Southern Live Oak (Quercus virginiana)

n Interior Live Oak (Quercus wislizenii)

Mitigation Measure 3.7-7: Avoid, Minimize, and Mitigate for Impacts on Wetlands and Waters City of City of Prior to ground

Redesign the Proposed Project to Avoid and Minimize Impacts on Wetlands and Other Waters
Sacramento Sacramento disturbance

and during

Avoid Indirect Impacts on Seasonal Wetland Adjacent to Project Area
construction
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Mitigation Measure/Compliance Standard Implementing
Responsibility

Monitoring
Responsibility

for
Implementing

Measure

Timing
Verification of
Compliance

(Initials/Date)

The City will install construction barrier fencing (including concrete barriers and/or sediment fencing) to
prevent fill materials from entering the seasonal wetland (SW-4) located behind the chain-link fence at
the eastern edge of the fenced water treatment facility property on Bercut Drive. Before construction,
the contractor will work with the project engineer and a resource specialist to identify the locations for
the barrier fencing and will mark those locations with stakes or flagging. The protected area will be
clearly identified on the construction specifications. The minimum distance that the construction barrier
fencing will be placed from seasonal wetland SW-4 is the distance between the seasonal wetland and
the existing chain-link fence. The construction barrier fencing will be in place before construction
activities are initiated. The fencing will be maintained by the City or its contractor throughout the
duration of the construction period. If the fencing is removed, damaged, or otherwise compromised
during the construction period, construction activities will cease until the fencing is replaced.

Obtain and Comply with Federal and State Permits and Requirements

For the three seasonal wetlands and nine drainage ditches located in the project area, the City will
obtain a CWA Section 404 permit from the USACE for the placement of fill within waters of the United
States and Section 401 certification from the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB). The City
will also need to obtain waste discharge requirements (WDRs) from the RWQCB.

All conditions that are attached to the Section 404 and 401 permits or WDRs will be implemented as
part of the proposed project. The conditions will be clearly identified in construction plans and
specifications and monitored during and after construction to ensure compliance.

Compensate for Permanent Loss of Seasonal Wetland Habitat

The City will compensate for permanent impacts on waters of the United States (including wetlands)
and waters of the state to ensure there is no net loss of habitat functions and values. The
compensation will be determined as part of the state (Section 401 water quality certification or WDRs)
and federal (Section 404 nationwide permit) processes and may be a combination of offsite
restoration/creation and mitigation credits. Compensation ratios will be a minimum of 1:1 (1 acre of
mitigation for every 1 acre of impact). Ratios will be based on site-specific information and determined
through coordination with state and federal agencies as part of the permitting process.

Mitigation Measure 3.9-1: Comply with the recommendations of the Health and Safety Plan, Lead City of City of Prior to project
Com p liance Plan, and Asbestos Abatement Plan developed by the City for the project and Sacramento Sacramento approval and

5 Blackburn Consulting. 2008. Initial Site Assessment: Richards to Railyards Access Improvement Project. October.
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Monitoring

Implementing Responsibility Verification of
Mitigation Measure/Compliance Standard

Responsibility for Timing Compliance
Implementing (Initials/Date)

Measure
approved by the appropriate agencies. during

construction
Given the history of soil and groundwater contamination within the project site, there is a potential to
encounter known and previously unidentified contamination. As such, an appropriate health and safety plan
will be prepared to protect construction workers and the public from potential health hazards.

The proposed project requires the removal of yellow traffic striping. The City will do so in compliance with
Department of Toxic Substances Control guidelines, which includes development of an appropriate lead
compliance plan. _

In addition, two asbestos-containing pipes would be demolished in the course of project construction
activities. An appropriate asbestos abatement plan would be developed, and all abatement work would
be completed using a contractor certified by the California Department of Health Services5.

Mitigation Measure 3.13-1: Eliminate Excessive Nighttime Light and Glare City of City of During
Sacramento Sacramento construction

Lighting used during nighttime construction should implement light fixture shielding systems to emit light
down to areas intended to be illuminated, and not into surrounding areas, thereby eliminating excessive

nighttime light and glare that may affect nearby traffic and residents.

Mitigation Measure 3.14-1: Consult with a Qualified Paleontologist City of City of During
Sacramento Sacramento construction

In the event that any paleontological features or deposits are discovered during construction-related earth-
moving activities, all work within 100 feet of the resource will be halted, and the City will consult with a
qualified paleontologist to assess the significance of the find. Paleontological test excavations will be
conducted by a qualified paleontologist to aid in determining the nature and integrity of the find. If the find is
determined to be significant by the qualified paleontologist, representatives of the City and the qualified
paleontologist will coordinate to determine the appropriate course of action. All significant paleontological
resources recovered will be subject to scientific analysis and professional museum curation. In addition, a
report will be prepared by the qualified paleontologist according to current professional standards.

Mitigation Measure 3.14-2: Consult with a Qualified Archaeologist City of City of During
Sacramento Sacramento construction

In the event that any historic subsurface features, artifacts, or deposits and/or prehistoric subsurface
archaeological features or deposits, including locally darkened soil ("midden"), that could conceal cultural
deposits, animal bone, obsidian, or mortars are discovered during construction-related earth-moving
activities, all work within 100 feet of the resource will be halted, and the City will consult with a qualified
archaeolog ist to assess the significance of the find. Archaeological test excavations will be conducted by a
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Monitoring

Implementing
Responsibility Verification of

Mitigation Measure/Compliance Standard
Responsibility

for Timing Compliance
Implementing ( Initials/Date)

Measure
qualified archaeologist to aid in determining the nature and integrity of the find. If the find is determined to
be significant by the qualified archaeologist, representatives of the City and the qualified archaeologist will
coordinate to determine the appropriate course of action. All significant cultural materials recovered will be
subject to scientific analysis and professional museum curation. In addition, a report will be prepared by the
qualified archaeologist according to current professional standards.

Mitigation Measure 3.14-3: Consult with an Archaeologist and Native American Representatives City of City of During
Sacramento Sacramento construction

If a Native American site is discovered, the evaluation process will include consultation with the appropriate
Native American representatives. If Native American archaeological, ethnographic, or spiritual resources
are involved, all identification and treatment will be conducted by qualified archaeologists who are certified
by the Society of Professional Archaeologists (SOPA) or meet the federal standards as stated in the CFR
(36 CFR 61), or both, and Native American representatives who are approved by the local Native American
community as scholars of the cultural traditions.

In the event that no such Native American is available, persons who represent tribal governments or
organizations in the locale in which resources could be affected will be consulted. If historic archaeological
sites are involved, all identified treatment is to be carried out by qualified historical archaeologists, who will
meet either Register of Professional Archaeologists (RPA) or 36 CFR 61 requirements.

Mitigation Measure 3.14-4: Stop Work and Consult with the County Coroner or NAHC, or Both City of City of During
Sacramento Sacramento construction

If a human bone or bone of unknown origin is found during construction, all work will stop within 100 feet of
the find, and the county coroner will be contacted immediately. If the remains are determined to be Native
American, the coroner will notify the Native American Heritage Commission, which will notify the person
most likely believed to be a descendant. The most likely descendant will work with the contractor to develop
a program for re-interment of the human remains and any associated artifacts. No additional work is to take
place within'the immediate vicinity of the find until the identified appropriate actions have taken place.
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Blvd & 1-5 Project

Attachment 3

RESOLUTION NO.

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council

Access Improvements from the Railyards to Richards Boulevard
and Interstate 5 Interchange Project (T15088300)

BACKGROUND

A. The primary goal of the Access Improvements from the Railyards to Richards
Boulevard and Interstate 5 Project (T15088300) is to provide near-term
circulation improvements for the surrounding redevelopment areas. These
improvements are expected to include the extension of Bercut Drive from
Richards Boulevard to Railyards Boulevard, widening Jibboom Street from
Richards Boulevard to Railyards, connecting Jibboom Street and Bercut Drive
under Interstate 5 in the Railyards, and improving the existing Richards
Boulevard and Interstate 5 interchange to the maximum extent possible under
the Caltrans encroachment permit process. This project is not expected to
construct the ultimate roadway improvements for the Richards Boulevard
Interchange with Interstate 5.

B. As the Richards Boulevard and Railyards areas redevelop, there are increasing
needs for circulation improvements. The infrastructure elements of this project
have been analyzed in several past EIRs in the area, including the EIR for the
Railyards Specific Plan. The proposed projects are intended to be largely
consistent with these past documents, with the understanding that minor
changes to the roadway geometry may result as more detailed studies are
performed during the delivery of this project.

C. This project is located on the border of two important City of Sacramento
development districts: the Richards Boulevard area and the Railyards area. The
Richards Boulevard area has traditionally been an industrial area that is currently
in a renaissance era as it converts to an extension of the downtown urban core.
The Railyards area has received its name from its long-term use as Southern
Pacific's primary west coast railroad service yard. In December 2006, Thomas
Enterprises purchased the Railyards from the railroad company and is in the
approval process for a new Railyards Specific Plan. The Final Environmental
Impact Report (EIR) for the specific plan was certified on December 11, 2007.

D. On April 10, 2008, the City Council approved a Professional Services Agreement
with David Evans and Associates, Inc. in the amount of $1,344,362 to provide
preliminary engineering, environmental services, and final design services for
this project. Supplemental Agreement No. 1 in the amount of $114,501 was
approved by City Council on January 5, 2009. Supplemental Agreement No. 2 in
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the amount of $77,062 was approved on April, 7, 2009 and provided additional
services for the environmental document.

E. The North Central Business District (CBD) Access Study includes federal funding
that will lapse June 30, 2010. Due to additional time necessary for the California
Department of Transportation to complete a Project Study Report for the
Richards Boulevard/I-5 interchange, additional time is needed to expend all the
funding and a one-year extension is needed.

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The preliminary design plan 90% Plans and Specifications are approved.

Section 2. The FY09/10 Capital Improvement Program revenue and expenditure
budget is amended by transferring $325,000 (Fund 3703) from the North
CBD Access Study (T15028200) to the Access Improvements from the
Railyards to Richards Boulevard and Interstate 5 Project (T15088300).

Section 3. The City Manager is authorized to execute Supplemental Agreement No.
3 (2008-0307) for an amount not to exceed $95,662 with David Evans and
Associates, Inc.

Section 4. The City Manager's Supplemental Agreement authority is reset.

Section 5. The Director of the Department of Transportation is authorized to sign and
submit a request to Caltrans for a Cooperative Work Agreement (CWA)
time extension to utilize the federal funds authorized for the North Central
Business District (CBD) Access Study (T15028200) (STPL-5002 (097)).

Section 6. Exhibit A is incorporated into and made part of this resolution.

Table of Contents:
Exhibit A: Map of the Access Improvements from the Railyards to Richards Boulevard

and Interstate 5 Project (T15088300)
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EXHIBITA

Location Map for

Access Improvements from Railyards to Richards Boulevard
and Interstate 5 Project (PN:TR71, T15088300)
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EXHIBIT B

State of California - The Resources Agoncy

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

Arnold Schwarzenegger, Governor

Ruth Coleman, Direct or

le&e v .# f

November 1?, 2009

VIA E-MAIL AND U.S. MAIL

City of Sacramento
Community Development Department
Attn: Jennifer Hageman
300 Richards Boulevard
Sacramento, CA 95811
E-Mail - iha ê man(h)cityofsacramento.org

Re: Comments to Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration for Access Improvements
from Railyards to Richards Boulevard and Interstate 5 Project

Dear Ms. Hageman:

We have reviewed the above-referenced Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration for the
proposed initial roadway extensions into the Downtown Sacramento Railyards. Our
comments relate to one issue: The lack of mention or inclusion whatsoever in the MND
of Track 150. This track currently traverses nearly the entire Railyards and is located in
the proposed Project Area.

Lack of Study Inclusion for Track 150

The Project Description does not include mention of the existence of any tracks within
the Project Area. This lack of inclusion for tracks results in a corresponding lack of
discussion, analysis, and proposed mitigation measures related to Track 150 which
currently runs through the Project Area.

Figure 2-2 (Project Location) correctly identifies the Project Location and shows the
project's features including proposed roadway extensions and new intersections, Track
150 is not highlighted or shown in the Project Location. Were it to be shown, it would
conflict with the proposed intersection of 13ercut Drive and Railyards Boulevard.

This is a significant oversight. New at-grade public roadway crossings of railroad tracks
are generally discouraged by regulatory agencies including the California Public Utilities
Commission. In those rare instances where they are allowed, a full array of grade
crossing warning and protection systems-gates and flashers actuated by trains-are
required. These grade crossing systems are expensive to install, costing several hundreds
of thousands of dollars for each such installation.
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Raityards to Richards Boulevard Draft Mitigated Idegntii-e Declaration, Page 2

Background and Related Issues -Track 150

Track 150 is the sole remaining track traversing the Downtown Sacramento Railyards
and providing rail access connecting the California State Railroad Museum campus, part
of the Old Sacramento State Historic Park, with the Museum's repair and maintenance
facilities located in the Boiler Shop and Erecting Shop buildings in the Railyards. Track
150 also exists to provide continuing freight service to a rail customer located along the
Railroad Museum's tracks south of Old Sacramento. Track 150 connects to the Union
Pacific Railroad mainline and the North American General Railroad System.

The California State Railroad Museum has a Federal right of rail access to and from the
Union Pacific Railroad mainline and the North American General Railroad System, and a
Federally mandated requirement to provide continued freight service to on-line freight
customers south of Old Sacramento. Due to the lack of any mention of Track 150 in the
MND as noted above, the Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration fails to assess impacts to
this legally required access. The Declaration in turn does not address any mitigation that
may be necessitated due to these potential impacts.

Conclusion

For the foregoing reasons, we object to this MND being formally adopted unless and
until the following conditions are satisfied: (1) The City of Sacramento acknowledges the
existence of Track 150 as part of this MND, and (2) agrees not to proceed with any
construction. which would interfere with Track 150 operations by the Union Pacific
Railroad, the California State Railroad Museum, or any agents or designees, tlaereor until
such time as Track 150's functions have been relocated to a suitable replacement track
(which track is currently being planned as part of the Track Relocation Project).

We thank you for the opportunity to submit these comments to the Draft Mitigated

Negative Declaration for Access Improvements from Railyards to Richards Boulevard
and Interstate S. I would be happy to personally discuss these matters with you and/or to
clarify any questions you might have. Please feel free to contact me at (916) 445-7387, or
via e-mail at ctaylor ,parks.ca.gLov.

Catherine A. Taylor
District Superintendent
Capital District State Museums and Historic Parks

Cc: Jerry Way, Director, Department of Transportation, City of Sacramento
Jon Blank, Supervising Engineer and Track Relocation Project Manager, City of Sacramento
Paul Hammond, Museum Director
Robert Baxter, District Environmental Coordinator
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^ s^^

DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION CITY OF SACRAMENTO

915 1 STREET
ROOM 20D0
SACRAMENTO, CA
95814-2604

ENGINEERING SERVICES DIVISION

November 23, 2009

CALIFORNIA

State of California, Department of Parks and Recreation
Capital District State Museums and Historic Parks
111 I Street
Sacramento, Ca 95814
Attn: Catherine A. Taylor

PH (916) 808-8300
FAX (916) 808-8281

Re: Comments to Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration for Access Improvements from
Railyards to Richards Boulevard and Interstate 5 Project

Dear Ms. Taylor:

Thank you for your response to the above referenced project (1-5 Richards project). The City did
recognize Track 150 in the planning and implementation of this project. The 1-5 Richards project
team has been closely coordinating with the Track 150 relocation plans since project inception.

Relocation of Track 150 was originally scheduled to occur prior to beginning construction of the
interim I-5 Richards project, but has since been delayed. Consequently, the portion of the 1-5
Richards project affected by the relocation of Track 150 will be constructed in a later phase,
following relocation of Track 150.

Construction of the other 1-5 Richards project components will continue as scheduled. Phasing
of the 1-5 Richards project was addressed in the Initial Study, which provides the vehicle for
environmental approval for all of these project phases.

From a planning, coordination and phasing standpoint there has been no oversight of the
important issue of the Track 150 relocation. Prior to adoption by the City Council, the City will
revise the Mitigated Negative Declaration to clarify that construction of the connection between
Jibbom Street and Bercut Drive (Railyards Blvd) will occur after relocation of Track 150.

D̂/eF̂ârt̂n[ en̂jt ôfy 9̂ ,,pr^^/

T/V^61^la^l'4d/\^t lVl ^
cNg u'S»aam.w'to
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On behalf of the project team, we would like to thank you for pointing out the need for
clarification on how the project will be constructed to accommodate the relocation of Track 150
in the environmental document.

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (916) 808-7035.

Yours truly,

ir--3aJ-f 3

Nader Kamal, PE
Special Projects Engineer,
City of Sacramento

c: Jon Blank, City of Sacramento
Jennifer Hageman, City of Sacramento

Department of

T)MNSP'O^^^G110^
RfyWSas='em'o

25



Access Improvements Railyards to Richards Blvd & 1-5 Project December 15, 2009

STATE OF CALIFORNIA-THE RESOURCES AGENCY ARNOLD SGHWARZENEGGER, GOVERNOR

CENTRAL VALLEY FLOOD PROTECTION BOARD
3310 El Camino Ave., Rm. LL40
SACRAMENTO, CA 95821 }}
(916) 574-0609 FAX: (916) 574-0682
PERMITS: (916) 574-0685 FAX: (916) 574-0682 7

:;;r, li;;,ir i ,J n •-T
November 10, 2009 , t

Nader Kamal
City of Sacramento, DOT
915 I Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Kamal:

State Clearinghouse (SCH) Number: SCH Number: 2009102064
Access Improvements from Railyards to Richards Boulevard and Interstate 5 Project
Mitigated Negative Declaration

Staff for the Central Valley Flood Protection Board has reviewed the subject document and
provides the following comments:

The proposed project is located within the jurisdiction of the Central Valley Flood Protection
Board (Formerly known as The Reclamation Board). The Board is required to enforce
standards for the construction, maintenance and protection of adopted flood control plans that
will protect public lands from floods. The jurisdiction of the Board includes the Central Valley,
including all tributaries and distributaries of the Sacramento River and the San Joaquin River,
and designated floodways (Title 23 California Code of Regulations (CCR), Section 2).

A Board permit is required prior to starting the work within the Board's jurisdiction for the
following:

• The placement, construction, reconstruction, removal, or abandonment of any
landscaping, culvert, bridge, conduit, fence, projection, fill, embankment, building,
structure, obstruction, encroachment, excavation, the planting, or removal of vegetation,
and any repair or maintenance that involves cutting into the levee (CCR Section 6);

e Existing structures that predate permitting or where it is necessary to establish the
conditions normally imposed by permitting. The circumstances include those where
responsibility for the encroachmerit has not been clearly established or ownership and
use have been revised (CCR Section 6);

+ An acceptable vegetation plan including, the., detailed design drawings, vegetation type
and the plant names (i.e. common name and scientific name), total number of each
plant, planting spacing and irrigation'method that will be within the project area (Title 23,
California Code of Regulations CCR Section 131).

The permit application and Title 23 CCR can be found on the Central Valley Flood Protection
Board's website at http://www.cvfpb.ca.go . Contact your local, federal and state agencies, as
other permits may apply.

26



Access Improvements Railyards to Richards Blvd & 1-5 Project December 15, 2009

Nader Kama1
November 10, 2009
Page 2 of 2

If you have any questions please contact me at (916).574-0651 or by email
jherota@water.ca.gov.

James Nerota
Staff Environmental Scientist
Floodway Protection Section

cc:

Governor's Office of Planning and Research
State Clearinghouse
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121
Sacramento, CA 95814
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DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION

ENGINEERINO SERVICES DIVISION

CALIFORNIA

December 15, 2009

9151STREET
ROOM 2000
SACRAMENTO, CA
95834-26D4

PH (916) 808-8300
FAX (915) 808-8281

November 24, 2009

State of California
Central Valley Flood Protection Board
3310 El Camino Ave., Rm LL40
Sacramento, CA 95821
Attn: James Herota

Re: Comments on Draft Initial Study/Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration for Access
Improvements from Railyards to Richards Boulevard and Interstate 5 Project

Dear Mr. Herota:

Thank you for your comment regarding the Access Improvements from Railyards to Richards
Boulevard and Interstate 5 Project (project). The City of Sacramento anticipated that the project
would have project features occurring within the Central Valley Flood Protection Board's
(CVFPB) jurisdiction and accordingly would need to obtain an Encroachment Permit from the
CVFPB. Therefore, the City of Sacramento submitted an encroachment permit application and
environmental assessment questionnaire to the CVFPB on October 28, 2009 for the proposed
project.

The City understands that it will need to obtain an Encroachment Permit from the CVFPB prior
to starting any project improvements occurring within the CVFPB's jurisdiction. Additionally,
the City will comply with all requirements included in the CVFPB permit. If you have any
further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (916)808-7035.

Yours truly,

) -K^W q t--
Nader Kamal, PE
Special Projects Engineer,
City of Sacramento

c: Jennifer Hageman, City of Sacramento

Depurlmenf of

TkANJP'OT^T14T PON
drydsMm,m.nro

CITY OF SACRAMENTO

28



Access Improvements Railyards to Richards Blvd & 1-5 Project December 15, 2009

z;•ii Tosrn':c.:AT tt RoA P. -*^i,ir* ;i3
C:,1 qz0s

`o5.qc}r.S.557

gtli i.CCrRi

^Vll'1V.^9P,^C'1LcUt17

Sage Institute inc.

Date: November 11, 2009

To: City of Sacramento

Attn: Ms. Jennifer Hageman, Environmental Department

From: Dr. Joel Kirschenstein

Subject: Interstate 5/Richards to Rallyards Access Improvements Project
Mitigated Negative Declaration

our office represents the Twin Rivers Unified School District (District). The following is the
response to the Interstate 5/Richards to Railyards Access Improvements Project (Project)

Mitigated Negative Declaration. Upon review of the Project, it appears to be a traffic project
with widening of several roads and does not include residential or commercial development
units. The project, as described, widens off ramps, Richards Blvd, adds bike lines and
pedestrian walkways, improves roadway crossings, and installs landscaping and

streetscaping.

Therefore, there are no impacts on the District unless the project becomes growth inducing
whereby District Development Fees, including both residential and commercial, will apply at
the time of the issuance of building permits.

Please contact our office if you have any questions.

CC: Mr. Alan Colombo, Assistant Superintendent of Facilities,
Twin Rivers Unified School District

PuNtic l=r:,;,iCr CoNS4 L•ri<va I EKVistonacsXT+L &I E'i1ptat;icxu Ct+HSUL'r,Nc:
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