
1REPORT TO COUNCIL 
City of Sacramento 

915 I Street, Sacramento, CA 95814-2604 
www. CityofSacramento.org 

Public Hearing 
November 16, 2010 

Honorable Mayor and 
Members of the City Council 

Title: Nomination of Hall, Luhrs & Co. Building, 914 2nd Street (M10-013) and Bell 
& Cupola located at Fire Station 8, 5990 H Street (M10-016) as Landmarks for 
listing in the Sacramento Register of Historic and Cultural Resources 

Location/Council District: 914 2nd Street, Assessor's Parcel Number 006-0012-022-
0000, Council District 1 and 5990 H Street, Assessor's Parcel Number 005-0241-001-
0000, Council District 3 

Recommendation: Adopt an Ordinance placing the properties located at 914 2nd 

Street and 5990 H Street in the Sacramento Register of Historic and Cultural Resources 
(Register) as Landmarks, specifying each property's significant features and 
characteristics. 

Contact: Susanne Cook, Associate Planner, (916) 808-5375 

Presenters: Roberta Deering, Senior Planner, (916) 808-8259 

Department: Community Development 

Division: Planning 

Organization No: 21000 

Description/Analysis 

Issue: This proposal would add the properties located at 914 2nd Street and 
5990 H Street as Landmarks to the Sacramento Register of Historic and Cultural 
Resources. The Hall, Luhrs & Co. Building (914 2nd Street) was recorded and 
evaluated after Staff received a Landmark nomination application from the 
property owners, and the designation sought relative to eligibility for the City's 
Landmark Assistance Grant program, which requires properties being considered 
for the grant program be listed as Landmarks in the Sacramento Register of 
Historic & Cultural Resources. The Bell & Cupola, located at Fire Station 8 
(5990 H Street) Landmark nomination application was submitted by the Pioneer 
Mutual Hook & Ladder Society, a not-for-profit organization dedicated to 
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preserving and recognizing Sacramento's fire fighting history. As part of their 
application, a letter of support of the nomination from the Fire Chief Ray S. Jones 
was included in the materials. 

Eligibility Criteria: 
The Hall, Luhrs & Co. Building (914 2nd St.): The Preservation Director made the 
preliminary determination that the property is eligible under the following 
Criterion: 

i. "It is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of the history of the city, the region, the state or the nation;" 
iii. "It embodies the distinctive characteristics of its type and period;" and, 

vi. "It has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in the prehistory 
or history of the city, the region, the state or the nation." 

The recommended period of significance is 1857-1885 to early 20th century When 
the building changed to a hotel use (documentation of that date has not been 
found at the time of printing this report.) 

Fire Station 8 Bell Tower Cupola (5990 H St.): The Preservation Director made 
the preliminary determination that the property is eligible under Criterion: 

i. "It is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of the history of the city, the state or the nation;" and, 

iii "It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of 
construction. " 

The recommended period of significance is 1855-1961. 

Policy Considerations: This proposed action is consistent with the City's 
Strategic Plan Focus Area of "sustainability and livability," as well as the Historic 
and Cultural Resources Element of the 2030 General Plan and the Historic 
Preservation Chapter of the City Code. 

Commission Action: On October 6,2010, the Preservation Commission 
recommended that the City Council adopt an ordinance listing the Hall, Luhrs & 
Co. Building as a Landmark in the Sacramento Register of Historic & Cultural 
Resources. During this meeting, one of the Commissioners commented on the 
Hall Luhrs & Co Building's 2nd Street storefront sashes with the rounded corners. 
The photos that were found show other storefronts and not the original, so it is 
unclear what the original 2nd Street storefront was. Staff has changed the 
contributing features to reflect this. 

Environmental Considerations: 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): The Environmental 
Services Manager has determined that this action is not a Project per Section 
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15378 of the CEQA, because it will not result in either a direct physical 
change in the environment or a reasonably foreseeable indirect physical 
change in the environment. Any future development proposals affecting the 
property may require environmental review. 

Sustainability Considerations: Not applicable. 

Financial Consideration: There are no financial considerations associated with this 
item. 

Rationale for Recommendation: This nomination is consistent with processes 
established in the Historic Preservation Chapter of the City Code (Attachment 1, page 
5). The properties meet the eligibility criteria for listing in the Sacramento Register as 
Landmarks. 

Respectfully Submitted by: ~~'.P!':.~"":':".,M~~-=-...,..,,-:-=--:-:-=­
AVID KWONG 
anning Director 

Approved by: -7':1JU~~q~~~~;-;-;-==:: 

Recommendation Approved: 
[ll.ll'1j~-U AS TO FORM: 
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Attachment 1: Background 

REQUIREMENTS, BENEFITS, AND RESTRICTIONS ASSOCIATED WITH 
NOMINATION 

Requirements for placement on the Sacramento Register of Historic and Cultural 
Resources (Register) as a Landmark or as a Contributing Resource within a historic 
district are listed in Sacramento City Code section 17.134.170. Generally, nominated 
resources are noted for one or more of the following characteristics: they are associated 
with the history of the city and/or the lives of persons significant to its past; they embody 
distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, have high artistic 
value, and/or have significant historic or architectural worth; and concerning historic 
districts, they have a geographical definable area with a significant concentration or 
continuity of resources unified by past events or aesthetically by plan or physical 
development. 

The City Council has found that placement of qualifying resources and historic districts 
in the Register benefits the community and the owner in numerous ways. Protecting 
and preserving historic resources helps to maintain and revitalize the City and its 
neighborhoods by stimulating economic activity, encouraging the use and reuse of 
historic buildings, and protecting buildings and neighborhoods from deterioration and 
inappropriate alterations, all of which enhance the City's economic, cultural, and 
aesthetic standing. The Preservation Commission is authorized to develop and 
implement preservation incentives, including the use of the State Historical Building 
Code, which may provide flexibility in means to meet Building Code standards to retain 
historic fabric and preserve historic structures. 

Sacramento's Historic Preservation Chapter of the City Code, Chapter 17.134, 
regulates the approval and issuance of permits and entitlements involving resources 
included in the Register, including building permits for new construction; exterior 
alterations of existing buildings or structures, including work on windows; work affecting 
certain significant publicly-accessible interiors and site work; relocation of any structure; 
demolition or wrecking of any building or structure; sewer connection or disconnection; 
sign permits; and certificates of use or occupancy. 

Resources nominated by the Preservation Commission by recommendation to the City 
Council are regulated under Chapter 17.134 for a period of 180 days in the same 
manner as if they were on the Sacramento Register. After 180 days has elapsed, if the 
City Council has not adopted an ordinance placing the resource on the Sacramento 
Register, these restrictions will no longer apply, unless the City Council extends the time 
period for an additional 180 days. 

In addition, Chapter 17.134.490 sets forth minimum maintenance requirements for the 
purpose of protecting Listed Historic Resources from deliberate or inadvertent neglect. 
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Prompt correction of structural defects is required. The Code Enforcement Manager 
and Building Official are authorized to enforce the provisions of this Chapter and utilize 
provisions of Chapter 1.28 of Title 1 of the Sacramento City Code. The City Attorney is 
authorized to take such legal actions as are legally available. 
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Attachment 4:  5990 H Street Vicinity Map 
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State of California - The ResQuf<les Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKs AND RECREATION 

Primary # 
HRI# 

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page 2of2 "'NRHP Status Code 

November 16, 2010 

~Resource Name or # (CUPOlA & BEll MONUMENT, located at Fire S1ation S) 

81. Historic Name: Cupola &. Bell from the YOlmg Amelica. Engine Company Number 6 
82, CClmmon Name: C\lpola/BeUlocated b~hil'ld Fire StationS 
83. Original Use: Fire House Cupola/Bell 84. Present Use: ~[onument 

lIB5. Architectural Style: Mid·l9th Cellhu), commercial 
~B6. Construction History: (C-onstruction date. a!t~ations, and date of alterations) 
The cupola ';'0'8.$ originally constIudffi in July, 1855, as paIt of a two stOly blick fire house on the east side of lOth Sh'E:e-t between I 
and J Stre-ets i.1\ downtown 5,uramento. The cast metal bell was pmchas.ed in New York and added to the station in 1857 and llUlg 

for the fint time on New Year's Nisht 185S. 
~B7. Moved? DNo lE1Ves DUnknown Date: 1961 Original Location: 100h Street between I and J Streets, 
5a.<:ramento. Califomia 
"'88. Related Features: 

89a. Architect: b. Builder: 
-tB-10. Significance: Theme: Sacramento Fb-e History Area: 

Period of Significance: 1855-1961 Property Type: MonuUlent 
Applicable Criteria: 
L It is associated wilh events that have made a significant c-onhiblltion to the bl'Oad pattenlS of the history of the 

dty. the region, the state or the nation. 
iii. It embodies the distindhTe charadelis.tics of a type, period or method of conshudion. 

(O:-scus-s importance in tefl'll's of historical or architectural context as defned by theme, period. and gwfjraphic scope. Also addrHs i-Jl1egoty.) 
The Cupola/Bell structure from the Young Amilica Engine Company represents an earlier and simpler Sacramento fire fighting: 
structure. At the time of the oliginal fire station with the cupola's CCl\~t:ruction Sa.uaUlEuto did not ha\'e proi~siol\al fire fighters 
and the engine companies in the area aU 'worked on a yohmte-er system. E\'enhtally the city pl'ofessionalized fire fighting: 
Ie-nanling the struchue the Engine Company # 2. A strong rivalry between competing fire companies ill the downtown, fO!- which 
got to a fite first was. the impehls (or the Young America Company to decide an alarm bell was needed, re-sulting: in the- p1U~hase 
of the bell (or the station in 18-57. Once it ani\'ed from New York by ship coming- Around Cape Hom, it " .. as rung 01\ New Years 
and other momentous oe<:asiol1$, in additiol\ to its fire alam\ role, ringing: dming some of histOl}"S most importAl\t events. Ot1 
ApIiI13, 1860 the hen rang aJUlOUlldl\g: the anival of the fitst POl\}' E~press rider to come to Sacramento and also rang 01\Ce news 
was receh'ed of Abraham Lincoln's election 01\ May 16, 1860, and his assassination on April l,t 1865. The bell was also nm all 
May 10, 19o~\ to mark the completion of the Transc-ontinental Railroad. The Youn& America Company's building and site WHe 
sold in 1931 and the building demolished. The cupola and bell were salTed and have on their 0\\-'1\ served as a momul\ent in a 
v.uiety of locations, incllldul.g Sutter's FOlt and Folsom La1-;e State Park. ThlOUgh the efforts of Fire Chief Tom Dl?is.e. the bell and 
its tower and the 11ame plate were letumed to the City of Sacramento by the state of Califomia Divisioll of Beaches find Parks in 
May, 1961. The cupola and bell exemplify Uu~ ntid·19th centuty aesthetic that would incolpol"de cupolas vdth flnted colunms and 
other decorative -elements atop fire statiollS. and cast metal be-lIs that \\"o1tld be nmg by ha.nd as a. means of comll\unkating 
important infol1nation or comnte-moraUng important events. Note, aJteratiol\S appear to ha\·e been made to the cupola o\'er time 
simplifying the capitals of the colullms, eliminating: bahlstrade arotUld base and eliminating the flag pok replacing it \\·ith the 
metal ball. 

The Historical Marker Database, 
h Up: II wwvllundb. or gtr\'larhr. as p?Marker-17533 
(Ac~essed September 21. 2010) 

Research from the Pionee-r Mutual Hool-: and Ladder SOCiety 

S13. Remaf1.;s: 

~B14. Evaluator: ),lichael ~[CNeil. rntelll.- City ofSacnDlento PresenTation Office 

-~Oate of Evaluation: September 27, 2010 

DPR 523B (1195) ~Requjred infomlation 

12 



Landmark Nominations (M10-013 & -016) November 16, 2010 

Attachment 6: Letter of Support from Fire Chief Ray S. Jones 

- ..... ~-.-.. --~ 

HAV s.. )O"JI.:'I 
ll!1j {lilli' 

Ms, Roberta Deering 
Historic Preservation Director 

elTY OF SACHAMEI,TO 
(;"'Ul'tll!f>;'r., 

May6,2010 

rio Development Services Department 
300 RichardS Boulevard 
Sacramento CA 95814 

Dear Ms. Deering, 

'~-:'~i Hili i'r)J1I 1lI.\ n 
..... ill I(LII 

'-Mll.\,I.U:NJll, r:.-\ 
'),~0J 

I'lf ') I{l ~a.l'i 1\1i! 

L\\ 9 It, N.~.:q(>21! 

Please accept this letter as a show o(support towards he Pioneer Mutual Hool( and 
Ladder Society's efforts to place the Ben Tower Cuppcla [housing the Young America 
Company 6 B"II) on the U.t of Historioni Olty Lar<imarks, 

The Cuppola and Bell ara currently located on the park-'Ike grounds at Fire Station 8, In 
the River Park neighborhood of East Sacramento. The Cuppola and Bell are h storical 
treasures from 1850 to 1871 when our fire department was comprised of volun1eer 
companies. Volunteer firemen from the Young America Company 6 would ,e.pond to 
the toll olthelr bell whenever flames threatened the City, The Cuppola and Bell are 
symbolic of Sacramento's first citizens protecting life and property from the ravages of 
fire, 

The Pioneer Mutual Hook and Ladder Soolety is dedicated to the pre"",vBtion Qf many 
lire department artifacts such as the Cuppcla and 8ell, The dedication and sac'ificas of 
our first fire department are representative of this Guppola and Bell and I fully support 
the society's endeavors in keeping a piece of fire history available for prasent and future 
generations. 
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Attachment 7: Ordinance 

ORDINANCE NO. 

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council on 

NOMINATING AND ADDING 914 2ND STREET AND THE BEll & CUPOLA AT 5900 
H STREET TO THE SACRAMENTO REGISTER OF HISTORIC AND CULTURAL 

RESOURCES AS lANDMARKS 
(M10-013 AND M10-016) 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCil OF THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO: 

SECTION 1 

The Sacramento Register of Historic and Cultural Resources is amended by adding the 
properties located at 914 2nd Street and the Bell and Cupola at 5990 "H" Street as 
Landmarks. 

The property located at 914 2nd Street (006-0012-022-0000) is eligible under Criterion i. 
"It is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of the history of the city, the region, the state or the nation;" and iii. "It embodies 
the distinctive characteristics of its type and period;" and vi. "It has yielded, or may be 
likely to yield, information important in the prehistory or history of the city, the region, the 
state or the nation." 

The bell and cupola structure located at 5990 H Street (005-0241-001-0000) is eligible 
under Criterion i. "It is associated with events that have made a significant contribution 
to the broad patterns of the history of the city, the state or the nation;" and iii "It 
embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of construction." 

SECTION 2 

Sacramento City Code Section 17.134.180 prescribes that the Significant Feature(s) or 
Characteristic(s) of the resources to be added to the Sacramento Register shall be 
identified in the designating Ordinance. 

The significant features and characteristics of 914 2nd Street - Hall, Luhrs & Co. 
Building - include the following: 

Contributing features include but are not limited to: 

• Building, including but not limited to 
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o Entire east/front elevation, plaster and wooden elements, including color 
scheme window and door openings unless documentation from original 
building construction found of original 2nd Street storefront designs that 
differ from current, including material (wood), and glazing patterns, and 
framing with the exception of the storefront windows' and doors' rounded 
corners of the sashes which would not have been original, and trim, porch 
posts and ornamental railings, 

o Cornice, brackets and parapet design, including painted sign 
o West/rear elevation brick fa~ade, window and door openings, materials, 

and trim, framing and glazing patterns and color schemes. 
o Interior heavy timber framing in basement, turned columns on first and 

second floors, and skylights over interior stairwell. 

• Archaeological sites in basement 
• Hollow sidewalk and raised streets element at basement level 

Significant Features & Characteristics: The significant features and characteristics of 
5990 H Street - Bell Tower Cupola - include the following: 

Contributing features include but are not limited to: 

• Fluted columns surrounding the bell 
• Metal flared dome with ball finial 
• Original cast metal bell and related ring elements 
• Elements of original column capitols, cupola railing, and flag pole, which had 

been altered in alteration of cupola. 

SECTION 3 

Pursuant to Sacramento City Code Sections 17.134.170 and 17.134.180 and based on 
the duly noticed hearing conducted by the Preservation Commission and City Council, 
the staff reports and nomination materials attached thereto, and the testimony 
presented at the hearing on the nomination, the City Council makes the following 
findings in support of its action to designate the properties located at 914 2nd Street and 
5990 "H" Street as Landmarks and to place them in the Sacramento Register: 

The properties meet the Criteria for Sacramento Register Landmark eligibility pursuant 
to Sacramento City Code Title 17, Chapter 17.134, section 17.134.170-C (1-5): 

A. The nominated resource located at 914 2nd Street (006-0012-022-0000) 
meets Criterion i. "It is associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of the history of the city, the region, the 
state or the nation;" and iii. "It embodies the distinctive characteristics of its 
type and period;" and vi. "It has yielded, or may be likely to yield, 
information important in the prehistory or history of the city, the region, the 
state or the nation." 
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B. The nominated resource located at 5990 H Street (005-0241-001-0000) 
meets Criterion i. "It is associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of the history of the city, the state or the 
nation;" and iii "It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period 
or method of construction." 

C. In addition, the nominated resources have integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship and association; and 

D. The nominated resources have important historic or architectural worth, 
and their designation as landmarks is reasonable, appropriate, and 
necessary to protect, promote, and further the goals of this chapter, 
pursuant to Sacramento City Code Title 17, Chapter 17.134, section 
17.134.170-C (b-c). 

Adoption of these Landmarks promotes the maintenance and enhancement of the 
significant features and characteristics of the Landmarks pursuant to the Secretary of 
the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties. 

Adoption of these Landmarks promotes the maintenance and enhancement of the 
historic materials and fabric, as well as the appearance, of the Landmarks. 

Adoption of these Landmarks is consistent with the City's Historic & Cultural Resources 
Element of the 2030 General Plan. 

Adoption of these Landmarks will afford the properties the use of the California 
Historical Building Code and eligibility for any future preservation incentives that may be 
adopted for listed properties. 

Adoption of these Landmarks helps to protect historic resources of the City of 
Sacramento. 

SECTION 4 

The Preservation Director of the City of Sacramento is hereby directed to add the 
properties located at 914 2nd Street (006-0012-022-0000) and the Bell & Cupola at 5990 
"H" Street (005-0241-001-0000), as Landmarks to the Sacramento Register of Historic 
and Cultural Resources. 
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