
Public Comment - Stefanie Vasquez 
! Re: Location of Medical Marijuana Facility 	 j 

3830 Northdite13,1vd. 
Sacramento, CA 95834 
(916) 736-MEDS • , 
www.MAryJane4Pain.com  

• 

November 30, 2010 

Sacramento City Council 
915 I Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Counsel Members Kevin Johnson, Angelique Ashby, Steve Cohn, Lauren Hammond, Robbie Waters, 
Sandy Sheedy, Robert King Fong, Kevin McCarty, Bonnie Pannell, 

River City Wellness Collective writes this letter in an effort to reach out and express its sincere desire to resolve 
the issue of relocating the Collective's Dispensary which is currently located at 3830 Northgate Blvd. 
Sacramento, CA 95834. 

In April of 2009, the River City Wellness Collective started a dispensary in the City of Sacramento. We made 
tremendous efforts to stay apprised of the ongoing issues and concerns about the locations and operations of the 
dispensaries. During the several proposed ordinances, it became emphatically clear that the existing location of 
our Collective was dangerous, going to be frowned upon by the City, and possibly by the community. The 
location was nearby several types of facilities which now have specific setback requirements the Collective 
would not have met. 

Out of respect for the community in which we serve, and to demonstrate our willingness and desire to comply 
with the laws and regulations set forth by the City and our governing agencies, River City Wellness Collective 
met and consulted with Project Manager Michelle Hepner and specifically addressed the need to relocate. We• 
worked closely with Project Manager hepner to find a suitable location, using the area maps provided by the 
City. The maps were very difficult to work with at best. However, project Manager Hepner helped us 
determine the safest areas to secure locations, and we adhered to the strictest requirements provided to us. We 
worked very hard to exercise due diligence in finding this location and were extremely appreciative of the help 
we received especially in conducting address searches. An address search on our current location revealed that 
half of the building at our location is designated retail (an allowable use), and the other half does not. Project 

•Manager Hepner stated that we were "very lucky" and informed us that the half of the building which we were 
requesting to move into would be allowed. Zoning was never brought up as an issue. We specifically requested•
approval to move to the location and waited to sign our lease until we received it. Further, we verified the 
permitted use of the space with the Landlord, who has provided a copy of the site plan, clearly designating the 
space for retail (which is approved by the City of Sacramento). 

On November 14, 2010, The Sacramento Bee published an article naming us as a dispensary that would be 
required to move. This was an extremely unpleasant and unexpected way to receive this news. It was also very 
sad that it came during one of our Patient Appreciation Days. We were inundated with phone calls and 
inquiries from patients who followed us from our previous location and were told we moved the first time to 
stay in compliance with the City.



3830 Northjate Blvd. 
• Sacramento, CA 95834 

(916) 736-MEDS • 
www.Mary.tane4Pain.com  

asquez, an the rest of the River City Wellness Collective ST i,

Respectfully, we request further review by the City Counsel, taking into consideration the position of our 
dispensary. We believe our location is excellent with NO RESIDENCES, sensitive uses, or youth facilities 
within 1,000 feet (the strictest distance requirements which were anticipated during the creation of the new 
ordinance). 

In closing, we would like to assure the City that we fully intend to comply with all applicable laws and only 
wish to have a positive impact on the community. River City Wellness Collective provides job opportunities to 
our community which offer Health, Dental, Vision and Life Benefits. The Collective maintains all applicable 
business and employer insurance, pays its taxes, supports community events, and makes many charitable 
contributions. Our Collective takes pride in its dedication to patients and professionalism. We are a true 
Wellness Center. River City Wellness Collective has consistently made a positive impact on our community 
and has a known reputation for setting the standard in patient care. You will find that this Collective has 
worked very hard to establish positive relationships within the community. 

Please review the reference letters (enclosed) and find that we are good neighbors, good care providers, 
professional, compassionate, and that we do in fact deserve serious consideration in this matter. A great deal of 
citizens and patients in this community do not consider moving this dispensary beneficial to anyone, but instead 
consider it to be detrimental and unnecessary. We are confident that in light of the pertinent information you 
are being provided, you will find it appropriate to reconsider your position with regards to requiring our move. 
We have and will continue to work closely with the City to serve our seriously ill patients. 

Thank you for all of your efforts to assist us. We understand that your schedule is busy. Your time and 
consideration is greatly appreciated! 
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20 November 2010 

To whom it may concern, 

As a community, we currently struggle with integrating medical marijuana into our 
society in a responsible and mutualistic manner. Currently, this is made much more 
difficult because our Sacramento families, businesses and city government struggle with 
the second worse recession in United States history; as with the rest of the state, country, 
and much of the world. 

Being concerned, I've inspected many medical marijuana dispensaries, discovering that 
many fall disappointing below the minimum we would hope for, while others are doing 
everything they can to manage this young industry in a safe and responsible manner that 
protects the wellbeing of it's patients and supports the community. 

The owners, management and employees of River City Wellness have far exceeded our 
requirements and expectations in this regard. The degree of knowledge required by 
employees to constructively assist their patients is very high. I know this because I have 
taught chemistry at U.C. Davis for 30 years, and understand what is required to 
accomplish this goal. Furthermore, I know this because the owners have shown genuine 
interest in supporting my efforts to assist in that education. They take their service 
responsibility, to our community, very seriously and are constantly looking for ways to 
further improve serving the wellbeing of their patients. They are doing everything right, 
and in a manner we should be encouraging other dispensaries to follow. 

Above and beyond that, and unlike many dispensaries that seek only to yield as much 
profit as possible and give little or nothing back to their community, they provide real, 
sustainable jobs, with hourly wage jobs, and well above minimum wage. Above and 
beyond that, RCW even offers medical and dental benefits to it's many employees. 
Again, this goes above and beyond our expectations, nurturing what is clearly mutualistic 
relationship with our city of Sacramento and our people. 

In the strictest Jeffersonian sense, this is precisely how our forefathers envisioned 
American capitalism serving its community in the most beneficial of ways. For our city 
to rip down a business that assists the public and offers much needed livable jobs defies 
wisdom, and is destructive to our community as a whole, especially as we dig our way 
out of these economic hard time. The Zoning Commission has the authority to modify, 
restrict and grant exceptions to its zoning policies when it serves the greater good. River 
City Wellness has not only done what was asked/expected of them, but set the precise 
type of example we wish all dispensaries would follow, and we, you, have a 
responsibility, for the good of the community, to protect and nurture their continual 
success, for all of us. 

ilzMost sincerely,
- 

Reverend Doctor Kymron Brill Jon deCesare 



MED/MCC 
Medicinal Marquana Evaks ions 

November 30. 2010 

To whom it may concern, 

We have been acquainted with River City Wellness for the past year. They have proven to be an asset to 

the community by providing a professional ;clean environment for patients as Well as providing many 

needed jobs in the community. 

It would be a dis-service for the entire community to see them disappear. 

• Thank you for your time and consideration in keeping River City a viable, thriving business. 

Sincerely, 

Dean Hegarty 

Denise Hanratty



3830 Northgate Blvd. suite C&D Sacramento, CA 95834 

November 22, 2010 

Re: River City Wellness 

To whom it may concern, 

My name is Luisa Fonseca, I am one of the owners of 524 Mexican Restaurant on Northgate 

Blvd. We recently relocated OUT restaurant in January 2010 from our previous location on 

Northgate where we had been since 1978. In March of 2010 River City Wellness occupied the 

remaining retail suites in our building. The management is doing a great job, they have a 

wonderful security team and even some of my customers have stated it being nice to see all the 

security around the building making it feel like a safer environment. In the last 8 months we 

have yet to have an incident involving any of RCW customers or staff, on the contrary we have 

seen a rise in our business due to RCW referrals which is a great help being that we are one of 

the businesses being affected by the current recession. If you should have any further 

questions please feel free to contact me at your convenience @ 916-920-8640 or 

m524nnexican@yahoo.com . 

Thank you  

_V/ 

Luisa Fonseca



Sultan Hameed 
International House of Pancakes 
3800 Northgate Blvd. 
Sacramento Ca., 95834 
(916) 947-1665 

To Sacramento City Council members ,Kevin Johnson, Angelique Ashby, Steve Cohn, 
Lauren Hammond, Robbie Waters, Sandy Sheedy, Robert King Fong, Kevin McCarty, 
Bonnie Pannell 

I am writing his letter as a reference from a neighboring business to River city wellness 
collective located on Northgate blvd. Our restaurant (IHOP) shares a parking lot with 
River City Wellness and has benefited significantly from their business. We see them 
serve a great deal of patients daily, and would like you to know that we have only 
positive feedback about the way they run their business. Their staff and members are 
always respectful and courteous and our business has increased since they moved in. 
We never have any problems and would hate to see them be forced to leave. They are 
good neighbors and helpful to have nearby. Please consider helping them stay where 
they are. 

Thank you, 

Sulta,H meed



November 29, 2010 

To: Sacramento City Council 

Ready Response Security is currently working for River City Wellness at 3830 Northgate 
Blvd. Sacramento, Ca. 95834. We are in good standing with the Sacramento Pd and 
work well with the local law enforc'ement agencies. Ready Response Security has over 
25 years of experience in the security industry. We have over 2 million dollars in 
liability Insurance and workman Compensation for all our employees. River City 
Wellness is very professional and hold's all their employee's to the same 
professionalism. When we started with River City Wellness we held a safety meeting 
with all the staff In the meeting we discussed safety procedures and evacuation 
procedures in case any emergency. Ready Response Security work's with a few 
dispensaries throughout Sacramento and River City Wellness is professional, courteous 
and promotes safety at all time. We understand that River City Wellness is not under the 
city guidelines for dispensaries in Sacramento. Ready Response Security is confident in 
saying that the location at 3830 Northgate Blvd. doesn't pose a threat to the 
neighborhood where River City Wellness resides. If you have any question's please feel 
free to give us a call. You may also visit our website at www.readyresponsesecuritv.com . 

Thank you, 

heaplus Osborne 
Ready Response Security Chief 
2391 Arden Way Suite #2I8 
Sacramento, Ca. 95825 
(916)333-4278 Office 
(916)343-3758 24hr Line 
PPO#16441

Web: www.readyresponsesecuritv.com 	 1 
info@readyresponsesecurity.com 

Oftiee# (916) 333-4278
Cell# (916) 320-6849

Fax# (916)
P.O. Box 254831

Sacramento, CA 95865
PPO # 16441



PIETETEOM 70 ALL M MUER arf WELLNESS 70 REMER1I CURRIERT Locanom 

RetitiorisUrriiiia 
background

an River City Wellness Collective requested the City's assistance in seeking out a suitable location for it's dispensary. Under 
the guidance of the City and it's many proposed maps of allowable areas, River City Wellness and the City of Sacramento 
agreed that it's existing location met the requirements of the City. With the City's help in conducting an address search,	 . 
and approval to move, River City Wellness Collective entered into a ten year lease. Sacramento City Council is passing an 
ordinance which will require River City Wellness to relocate. The City of Sacramento is now changing it's position after 
acknowledging approval to move in several stakeholder and public City Council meetings. 

Action petitioned,•,	 ,	 ,	 , Relocating will interfere with the service of hundreds of ill patients and cause severe detriment to the Collective and it's 
members. By signing this petition, we, the patients and members of River City Wellness Collective, are requesting that you 
reconsider your position and allow this dispensary to remain at 3830 Northgate Blvd., Suite A, Sacramento, CA 95834. 
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