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Description/Analysis 

Issue: Additional funds and consultant services are needed to support the completion of 

the Climate Action Plan and to complete the reporting and 3rd party certification of the 

City’s greenhouse gas emissions.  The Climate Action Plan is currently funded through 

the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG), and the greenhouse gas 

certification program is currently unfunded.

City staff is seeking Council approval to:

 Amend the spending program for the EECBG to reprogram $109,188 from the 
Regional Assessment Financing Program to the following Climate Action 
Activities:  

o Increase the amount available by $89,188 for the preparation of the 
Climate Action Plan to cover staff and professional services costs;  

o Allocate $20,000 to fund the reporting and 3rd party certification of the 
City’s 2007, 2008, and 2009 greenhouse gas emissions through the 
California Climate Action Registry. 

 Authorize the City Manager or the City Manager’s designee to execute a contract
with Ascent Environmental Inc. to provide consultant and professional services 
related to the preparation of a Climate Action Plan.

Policy Considerations: The Climate Action Plan activities described in this report 

are consistent with the City's goals and policies as established in 2030 General 

Plan and Sustainability Master Plan.  Both Plans include goals to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions.  The Climate Action Plan was identified as one of the 

priority implementation programs for the 2030 General Plan, and a key mitigation 

measure in the 2030 General Plan Master Environmental Impact Report. City 

Council directed staff to prepare a Climate Action Plan by July 2011 per the 

resolution adopting the 2030 General Plan in March 2009 (Resolution No. 2009-

130).

Environmental Considerations:  

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): Under CEQA guidelines, continuing 

administrative activities do not constitute a project and, therefore, are not subject to 

CEQA.
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Sustainability Considerations:  Certification of the City’s green house gas emissions 

and the preparation of a Climate Action Plan are consistent with the City’s sustainability 

goals and policies.  The Climate Action Plan is anticipated to have a net positive 

environmental impact, because its purpose is to reduce the City’s greenhouse gas 

emissions.  Other environmental co-benefits, such as energy conservation and 

improved air quality are associated with greenhouse gas emissions reductions. 

Commission/Committee Action: Not applicable.

Rationale for Recommendation: Consultant services and additional funding are 
needed to complete the preparation of the Climate Action Plan.  Additional funding is 
also needed to complete 3rd party certification of the City’s municipal greenhouse gas 
emissions.  Completion of the certification record is important because otherwise, the 
City may not be eligible to be considered for credit for its voluntary early actions to 
reduce emissions to meet any AB 32 obligations once the full AB 32 program is in 
place.

Financial Considerations: The total estimated cost to complete the Climate Action 

Plan is $431,642.  The previously approved EECBG budget for the Climate Action Plan 

is $250,000 (Resolution No. 2009-736). Staff recommends reprogramming $109,188 

from the Regional Assessment Financing Program (G13000054, Fund 2702) to the 

Climate Action Plan (G13000051, Fund 2702) to cover staff and professional services 

costs for the Climate Action Plan and fund the reporting and 3rd party certification of the 

City’s greenhouse gas emissions through the California Climate Action Registry. The 

remaining project expenses will be funded from the Community Development 

Department Budget.  

Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD):   The Climate Action Plan 

consultant, Ascent Environmental, Inc. is not certified by the City as an emerging 

business enterprise.
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Attachment 1

Background

Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 appropriated $3.2 billion for the 
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) Program.  The City was 
allocated $4.7 million from this in November 2009 to be used for Federal Energy 
Efficiency Grant Projects and Federal Energy Efficiency Capital Improvements.  

Climate Action Plan (CAP) Activities

Climate Action Plan Development:  The Climate Action Plan will provide a 
comprehensive plan for reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, consistent with the 
City’s goals as established in the Sustainability Master Plan and the 2030 General Plan.  
The Climate Action Plan will include a greenhouse gas reduction target, strategies, and 
specific actions for reducing municipal operations and community-wide greenhouse gas
emissions. Phase 1 of the Climate Action Plan (Internal Operations) was completed and 
presented to City Council on February 16, 2010.  Phase 2 will include community-wide 
greenhouse gas emissions.

Staff had previously anticipated that the need for specialized consultant services for the 
Climate Action Plan would be limited to an economic cost-benefit analysis, and that 
$50,000 would be enough to cover these costs.  It was anticipated that staff would 
perform all tasks related to the preparation of the CAP itself, including technical 
analysis, coordination, and stakeholder outreach.  In addition, the original work program 
for the development of the CAP did not include a budget for CEQA review.  Due to staff 
reductions, unforeseen workload changes, and the need for specialized technical skills, 
consultant services are needed to complete the project on time. Staff is also seeking 
additional grant funds to fully cover staff costs.

Staff is seeking Council approval of a Professional Services Agreement with Ascent 
Environmental Inc. to provide these services.  Ascent Environmental Inc. was selected 
consistent with the City’s competitive bidding process (RFP#111222001).  The 
consultant scope of work, budget, and preliminary schedule are shown in Attachment 1 
to Exhibit A of the contract (see Attachment 4, page ___).

Greenhouse Gas Reporting and Third-Party Certification:   The City is a charter member 
of the California Climate Action Registry (CCAR), a voluntary registry dedicated to 
promoting credible, accurate, and consistent early actions.  The City reported and 
certified its greenhouse gas emissions for 2004, 2005, and 2006, but has not yet 
certified emissions for 2007, 2008, and 2009 due to budget limitations.  Completing this 
certification record is important because otherwise, the City may not be eligible to be 
considered for credit for its voluntary early actions to reduce emissions to meet any AB 
32 obligations once the full AB 32 program is in place.

The Department of General Services is in the process of contracting with a CCAR 
approved verifier, Analytical Environmental Services (AES) for the amount of $14,500.  
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The allocation of an additional $20,000 from the EECBG would fund this contract and 
the remaining $5,500 in grant funding would be used for in-kind staff time to prepare the 
reports and submit them for verification.  No General Fund monies will be needed for 
certification of greenhouse gas emissions.

The table below shows the budget for Climate Action Plan development.  The current
approved allocation of EECBG funds for the Climate Action Plan is $250,000.  The 
Community Development Department Budget can cover $72,455 of consultant costs. 
An additional $109,187 of EECBG funds is requested to cover remaining staff, 
professional services and materials costs. 

Proposed 
Budget

Current 
Budget 

CDD FY10-11
Funding

Proposed 
Additional 

EECBG 
Allocation

CAP Consultant $172,455 $50,000 $72,455 $50,000

CDD Staff $229,227 $190,040 $0 $39,187

CAP Materials &
misc costs $9,960 $9,960 $0 $0
Greenhouse Gas 
Reporting and 
Certification $20,000 $0 $0 $20,000
Total CAP 
Development $431,642 $250,000 $72,455 $109,187

Regional Assessment Financing Program Development Activities (AB 811):

Staff recommends reducing the funding for this program from $740,000 to $630,813
because this program has been held up in the courts by the federal lenders Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac and the funds are not currently being used. It is still anticipated that 
the remaining funding will be used to cover a portion of City staff time over a period of 
three year as well as program staffing and education and marketing of the AB 811 
program.  This program is a voluntary special financing district which would provide 
loans to residents to implement energy efficiency and solar improvements in their 
homes. The program would allow residents to pay for energy efficiency and solar 
improvements via an assessment on their property taxes. This program would leverage 
a tremendous amount of funds, create jobs, and reduce energy use on a regional level.
The program is a critical component in ensuring that the jobs created by the stimulus 
funds are sustained over the long-term. 

The City has formed a partnership at a regional level for this program. The partnership 
includes SMUD, Sacramento County, City of Folsom, City of Citrus Heights, City of 
Rancho Cordova, City of Galt, Yolo County, and City of Davis and Valley Vision. This 
group will leverage its EECBG funds to cover a year’s worth of program staffing and 
education and outreach for the program. In addition, this group along with 11 other 
counties and cities within those counties will compete for additional stimulus funding to 
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cover an addition 1-2 years worth of cost.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2010-XXXX

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council 

December 14, 2010

AUTHORIZING AMENDING THE SPENDING PLAN FOR THE 2009 FEDERAL 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND CONSERVATION BLOCK GRANT

BACKGROUND

A. The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 appropriated $3.2 billion 
for the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) Program, most 
of which (over $2.7 billion) was distributed through formula grants on a per capita 
basis. The City was awarded $4.7 million in EECBG funds in 2009. 

B. The City’s spending plan for the 2009 Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block 
Grant identifies the dollar amounts allocated to various Federal Energy Efficiency 
Grant Projects and Federal Energy Efficiency Capital Improvement Projects.

C. The current amount allocated for the preparation of the Climate Action Plan is 
$250,000.

D. Additional funds are required to complete the development of the Climate Action 
Plan and to expand Climate Action Plan Activities to include reporting and 3rd party 
certification of greenhouse gas emissions from municipal operations for 2007, 
2008, and 2009.

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The spending plan for the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant 
funding is amended as set forth in Section 2 below.

Section 2. EECBG funds in the amount of $109,188 are hereby reprogrammed from 
the Regional Assessment Financing Program (G13000054, Fund 2702) to 
the Climate Action Plan (G13000051, Fund 2702).
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RESOLUTION NO. 2010-XXXX

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council 

December 14, 2010

AGREEMENT FOR THE PREPARATION OF A CLIMATE ACTION PLAN

BACKGROUND

A. On August 30, 2010 the Community Development Department released a 
Request for Proposals (RFP# P111222001) to select a consultant to provide
professional consultant services related to the preparation of a Climate Action 
Plan.  The RFP was advertised on the City’s internet site and sent by e-mail to a 
list of experienced firms.

B. A pre-proposal meeting was held on September 15, 2010.  

C. An Addendum to the RFP was released on September 16, 2010, which was also 
posted on the City’s internet site.

D. Proposals were due on September 28, 2010.

E. As a result of the City’s competitive, qualification-based selection process, 9 
proposals were received from the following (lead) firms:  (1) AECOM; (2) Ascent 
Environmental;  (3) CTG / WRT; (4) Davis Langdon; (5) First Environmental;  (6) 
ICF International;  (7)  Michael Brandman Associates;  (8) PBS& J; (9) PMC.

F. A selection committee comprised of Community Development Department staff 
reviewed the proposals and evaluated them based on criteria specified in the 
RFP.  Based on this review, staff recommends Ascent Environmental to provide 
professional services related to the preparation of a Climate Action Plan.

G. Ascent Environmental is an environmental consulting firm headquartered in 
Sacramento.

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The City Manager, or authorized designee, is hereby authorized to 
execute a contract with Ascent Environmental Inc., for the preparation of a 
Climate Action Plan in the form attached as Exhibit A.

Section 2. Exhibit A is a part of this Resolution.
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Exhibit A – Contract with Ascent Environmental for preparation of the Climate Action 
Plan.
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