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Meeting Date: 2/1/2011 Report Type: Consent

Title: Contract: Title Report Search Services

Report ID: 2011-00014

Location: Citywide

Recommendation: Adopt a Resolution:1) awarding a contract for title report search services to 
Placer Title Company; and 2) authorizing the Interim City Manager or his designee to execute the 
Non-Professional Service Agreement with Placer Title Company for an amount not to exceed 
$595,000.

Contact: Ron O' Connor, Operations Manager,  (916) 808-8183, Community Development 
Department

Presenter: Ron O' Connor, Operations Manager,  (916) 808-8183, Community Development 
Department

Department: Community Development Dept / Housing & Dangerous Buildings Division and 
Neighborhood Code Compliance Division

Division: Administration

Dept ID: 21001011

Attachments:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1-Description/Analysis
2-Background
3-Resolution
4-Exhibit A-Contract

_________________________________________________________________________
City Attorney Review

Approved as to Form
Michael Fry
1/25/2011 3:33:09 PM

City Treasurer Review
Prior Council Financial Policy Approval or 
Outside City Treasurer Scope
Janelle Gray
1/12/2011 9:22:28 AM
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Department Director or Designee: Max Fernandez - 1/24/2011 8:29:19 AM

Assistant City Manager: Patti Bisharat - 1/25/2011 11:13:20 AM
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Description/Analysis 

Issue: Title report search services are a necessary and vital tool for code enforcement. 

Through the use of title reports, code enforcement is able to provide the required noticing 

to the property owners and beneficiaries whose property is found to be in violation of City 

Code or to be a potential risk to public safety. 

Due to current housing market conditions over recent years, the Code Enforcement 

Department has experienced an increased need for title reports due to the many 

ownership changes on properties. It is critical that these services be continued in order to 

be able to address the increased volume of nuisances and unsafe conditions created 

when a property is not in compliance with health and safety codes, building standards and 

other related laws.

In October of 2010, through the competitive bid process, the City advertised a formal, multiple-

year solicitation (IFB B111011002) for title report search services. The City received two 

responses from Placer Title Company and the North American Title Company.  Of these two 

bids, it was determined that Placer Title Company was the more technically capable as well as 

the lowest bidder.

City Code requires that contracts of $100,000 or more be formally bid unless City Council 

approves the suspension of the competitive bidding process, and finds it to be in the best 

interests of the City.

Policy Considerations: City Code (Chapter 3.56) authorizes the suspension of competitive 

bidding when it is in the best interests of the City. This action requires a two-thirds vote.

Environmental Considerations:  Not applicable.

Commission/Committee Action: Not applicable.

Rationale for Recommendation:  Title report search services are a necessary and vital tool 

for code enforcement. Through the use of title reports, staff can gain access to property 

owners and beneficiaries whose property is found to be in violation of City Code or a potential 

risk to public safety. It is critical that these services be continued to address the nuisances and 

unsafe conditions created when a property is not in compliance with building standards and 

other related laws.

In October 2010, through the City’s competitive bid process, a multiple year Solicitation was 

advertised (IFB B111011002) for title report search services.  Two bids were received in 

response to this bid.  Of those, the Placer Title Company was found to be the lowest 

responsible, responsive, and technically capable bidder.

Given the technical abilities of delivering the product, cost effectiveness and performing to City 

standards, staff recommends that it is in the best interests of the City to award the title report 

search services contract to the Placer Title Company for a base period and two option periods 

with an overall not-to-exceed value of $595,000.
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Financial Considerations: Previous spending was approximately $100,000 per year on title report 

research services.  Based on current usage and needs, it is projected that the requirements for this 

service will be twice that amount for a period not–to-exceed three (3) years, or approximately 

$595,000.

Sufficient funds are available in the Community Development Department’s Fiscal Year 2010/11 

operating budget to accommodate the additional costs for this year and funding for the remainder of 

the contract is subject to funding through the annual budget process.

Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD):  Not applicable.
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BACKGROUND
Title Report Search Services

Title report search services are a necessary and vital tool for Code Enforcement. 
Through the use of title reports, Code Enforcement is able to provide the required 
noticing to property owners and beneficiaries whose properties are found to be in 
violation of City code or a potential risk to public safety.  Due to current housing market 
conditions and the many property ownership changes, it is critical that these services be 
continued in order to be able to address the increased volume of nuisances and unsafe 
conditions created when a property is not in compliance with health and safety codes, 
building standards and other related laws.

In October 2010, the City issued a formal, multiple-year Solicitation (IFB B111011002) 
in accordance with City Code.  The bid was published also in accordance with City 
Code.  A pre-bid conference was held on September 29, 2010 at 2800 Meadowview 
Road, Sacramento, California.  Two vendors attended the pre-bid conference.  They 
were LEGIN Consultants and the North American Title Company.  The City received 
two bids in response to the Solicitation.  The bids were from the Placer Title Company 
and the North American Title Company.  The Placer Title Company was determined to 
be the lower responsible bidder.
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RESOLUTION NO. 

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council

TITLE REPORT SEARCH SERVICES

BACKGROUND

A. Title report search services are a necessary and vital tool for Code Enforcement. 
Through the use of title reports, Code Enforcement can provide the required 
noticing to property owners and beneficiaries whose properties are found to be in 
violation of City code or a potential risk to public safety. It is critical that these 
services be continued to address the nuisances and unsafe conditions created 
when a property is not in compliance with health and safety codes, building 
standards and other related laws.

B. In October, 2010, through a formal competitive bid process, the City advertised a 
multiple-year Solicitation (IFB B111011002) for title report search services.  Two 
bids were received in response to IFB B111011002. Of those, the Placer Title 
Company was found to be the lowest responsible, responsive, and capable 
bidder.

C. The City Code requires that contracts of $100,000 or more be formally bid unless 
City Council approves the suspension of the competitive bidding process, and 
finds it to be in the best interests of the City.

D. Given the technical abilities of delivering the product, cost effectiveness and 
performing to City standards, staff recommends that it is in the best interests of 
the City to suspend competitive bidding and award a contract for title report 
search services to Placer Title/National Closing Solutions for a base and two 
option periods with an overall not-to-exceed value of $595,000.

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. In the best interest of the City, competitive bidding is hereby suspended 
for title report search services.

Section 2. The contract for title report search services is awarded to the Placer Title 
Company for a base and two option periods with an overall not-to-exceed 
value of $595,000.

Section 3. The City Manager may authorize such extension(s) for the annual not to 
exceed amount specified above, provided that sufficient funds are 
available in the budget adopted for the applicable Fiscal Year(s).
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