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Description/Analysis 

Issue:  The City of Sacramento and Sacramento County share borders in the 

eastern and northern part of the City. Major developments are planned in both 

jurisdictions.  If the development in one jurisdiction is not within an existing 

financing plan, the potential environmental impacts to the other jurisdiction are 

not completely mitigated or funded through the regular California Environmental 

Quality Act (CEQA) process. The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is 

designed to provide a framework for cooperation and collaboration between the 

two jurisdictions for such projects, with the purpose of identifying, addressing and 

developing transportation facilities that would mitigate the impact of the new 

development and preserve current and future mobility and livability across the 

County and City limit lines.

Policy Considerations: The City's General Plan includes the following policy: 

M 1.3.6 Multi-Jurisdictional Transportation Corridors. The City shall work with 

adjacent jurisdictions to identify existing and future transportation corridors that 

should be linked across jurisdictional boundaries so that sufficient right-of-way 

may be preserved. (IGC)

Environmental Considerations:  The approval of a MOU is not considered a 

project as defined by Section 15378 of the CEQA guidelines. The recommended 

action involves no physical construction and will not impact the environment.

Sustainability Considerations: The approval of this MOU supports the City’s 

Sustainability policies.

Rationale for Recommendation: Decisions on new development and 

infrastructure investment made in one jurisdiction can have significant economic 

effects beyond its boundaries. This MOU emphasizes the ongoing need for 

governmental cooperation when the impacts of development projects or policies 

for development go beyond the geographic boundaries and potentially conflict 

with the other jurisdiction’s policies. In addition, the MOU will facilitate the 

establishment of a collaborative process for identifying options and solutions for 

short and long term improvements to City and County transportation networks 

and a mechanism to coordinate planning and implementation of transportation 

infrastructure. 

Financial Considerations: None as a result of this MOU.

Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD): The actions considered in this 

report are not subject to the City’s ESBD requirements.
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Background

Both the City of Sacramento and the Sacramento County are expecting new 
development within their bordering areas. It is also expected that the new development 
will generate traffic that will impact both jurisdictions. The City and Sacramento County 
have been working together to develop a process of collaboration to identify short and 
long-term solutions and appropriate mitigations for shared City/County transportation 
issues.  Currently, the City of Sacramento does not have a city-wide transportation 
impact fee program. However, this MOU will define a mutually acceptable set of 
principles that the City and the County are prepared to implement when evaluating new 
development projects that have significant transportation impact in both jurisdictions.  
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RESOLUTION NO.

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH THE COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO 
FOR WORK ON TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS

BACKGROUND

A. The City of Sacramento and Sacramento County share borders in the eastern
and northern part of the City and major developments are planned in these 
areas.

B. If the development in one jurisdiction is not within an existing financing plan, the 
potential environmental impacts to the other jurisdiction are not completely 
mitigated or funded through the regular California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) process.

C. The City and County have been working together to emphasize the ongoing need 
for governmental cooperation when the impacts of development projects or 
policies for development go beyond the geographic boundaries and potentially 
conflict with the other jurisdiction’s policies.

D. The MOU is designed to provide a framework for cooperation and a set of
mutually acceptable principles that the City and the County are prepared to 
implement when considering new development projects that have significant 
transportation impact in both jurisdictions.  

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The City Manager is authorized to execute a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the County of Sacramento for cooperation when 
considering transportation projects or policies that would potentially impact 
the other jurisdiction.

Section 2. Exhibit A is incorporated into and made part of this Resolution.

Table of Contents:
Exhibit A – Memorandum of Understanding
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Jurisdictional MOU with County of Sacramento Regarding Transportation Projects February 8, 2011  
 
 
 
 
 
Unexecuted Contract/Agreements 
 
 
 
__ The Unexecuted Contract/Agreement is signed by the other party, is attached as 

an exhibit to the resolution, and is approved as to form by the City Attorney. 

__ The Unexecuted Contract/Agreement (Public Project) is NOT signed by the other 
party, is attached as an exhibit to the resolution, and is approved as to form by the 
City Attorney. 

_X_ The Unexecuted Contract is included as an exhibit to the Resolution, however, the 
Agreement(s) is with other another governmental agency and it is not feasible to 
obtain the other agency's signature prior to Council action (be they denominated 
Agreements, MOUs, MOAs, etc.); however, the City Attorney approves the 
forwarding of the report to Council even though the signed agreement is not in 
hand yet. 

__ The Unexecuted Contract is NOT included as an exhibit to the resolution because, 
due to special circumstances, and the City Attorney confirms in writing that it is 
okay to proceed with Council action even though the signed agreement is not in 
hand yet. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All unexecuted contracts/agreements which are signed by the other parties are to be in the 
Office of the City Clerk before agenda publication. 5 of 9
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