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Meeting Date: 2/15/2011 Report Type: Consent

Title: Agreement: Purchase of EZ-IO Needle Sets

Report ID: 2011-00113

Location: Citywide

Recommendation: Adopt a Resolution: 1) suspending competitive bidding in the best interests of the 
City for the purchase of intraosseous infusion (IO) EZ-IO® power drivers and needle sets;  and 2) 
authorizing the Interim City Manager, or his designee, to execute the agreement with Vidacare 
Corporation (attached as Exhibit A to the Resolution and made a part of the Resolution) for the 
purchase of intraosseous infusion (IO) EZ-IO® power drivers and needle sets through June 30, 2014, 
with two one-year renewal options,  for a total expenditure of $175,000, and authorizing the Interim 
City Manager, or his designee, to enter into such extension(s) provided that sufficient funds are 
available in the budget adopted for the applicable fiscal year(s).

Contact: Joseph A. D. Jackson, Assistant Chief, 808-2250, Fire Department

Presenter: None

Department: Fire

Division: Emergency Medical Response

Dept ID: 12001441

Attachments:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1-Description/Analysis
2-Resolution
3-ADRS Unexecuted Contract Cover
4-Commodity Agreement

_________________________________________________________________________
City Attorney Review

Approved as to Form
Lan Wang
2/7/2011 3:59:41 PM

City Treasurer Review
Prior Council Financial Policy Approval or 
Outside City Treasurer Scope
Russell Fehr
1/21/2011 1:25:43 PM

Approvals/Acknowledgements

Department Director or Designee: Ray Jones - 1/26/2011 11:00:00 AM

Assistant City Manager: Cassandra Jennings - 1/28/2011 6:25:51 PM

1 of 31

http://www.cityofsacramento.org/


Description/Analysis 

Issue: In August 2010, under Resolution No. 2010-457, City Council authorized the City 

Manager, or his designee, to execute an agreement with Pacific Biomedical for the 

purchase of EZ-IO® drivers and needle sets.  Starting on January 1, 2011, Vidacare, the 

sole manufacturer of the EZ-IO® drivers and needle sets, has no longer authorized the 

distribution of these drivers and needle sets by any retailer in the State of California.  The 

Sacramento Fire Department (“SFD”) has continued requirements to use EZ-IO® power 

drivers and needle sets based on the unique needs and operations of the SFD 

Emergency Medical Services (“EMS”) Division as well as complying with the requirements 

set by Sacramento County EMS Agency (“SCEMS”).  Therefore, staff is recommending 

that City Council suspend competitive bidding in the best interests of the City and 

authorize the commodities agreement with Vidacare for the purchase of these supplies 

through June 30, 2014,  with two one-year renewal options, for a total expenditure of 

$175,000.

Policy Considerations: The recommendations in this report are in accordance with provisions 

of the City Code Section 3.56.230, which requires a two-thirds vote by Council to suspend 

competitive bidding, and City Code Section 3.56.090, which requires Council award for 

any contracts of $100,000 or more.  Additionally, the recommendations are in accordance 

with Sacramento City Council Resolution No. 2010-346; Vidacare is headquartered in the 

State of Texas.  The proposed contract award is consistent with Resolution 2010-346 

prohibiting the City from entering into any contract to purchase goods or services from 

any business or entity headquartered in Arizona.  

Environmental Considerations: This report concerns administrative activities that do not 

constitute a “project” as defined by Section 15378 of the California Environmental Quality 

Act (CEQA) Guidelines and is otherwise exempt pursuant to sections 15061(b)(3).

Sustainability: There are no sustainability considerations applicable to approving the 

Commodities Agreement with Vidacare.

Commission/Committee Action: N/A

Rationale for Recommendation: SFD has continued requirements to provide Advanced Life 

Support (“ALS”) services to the residents of the City of Sacramento and the surrounding 

areas.  In providing ALS services, SFD is required by SCEMS to use the EZ-IO® power 

drivers and needle sets in the case that adult and pediatric patients who are unable to be 

successfully intravenously cannulated in two attempts or two minutes and who need 

administration of medication or intravenous fluids for 1) cardiac arrest, 2) patients in 

extremis who have immediate life-saving need for an intravenous medication or 

intravenous fluids (critical trauma patients), or 3) when indicated by protocols.

SFD responded to approximately 44,000 calls for emergency medical services last year.  

The types of medical supplies needed to be purchased must be in compliance with the 

requirements set by the SCEMS and meet the operational needs of SFD.  In researching 
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potential vendors to supply an intraosseous infusion device, SFD conducted research and 

found that Vidacare retains exclusive rights to distribute EZ-IO® power drivers and needle 

sets.

Staff is recommending authorization of an agreement with Vidacare, attached hereto as 

Exhibit A, for the purchase of EZ-IO® power drivers and needle sets through June 30, 

2014, with two one-year renewal options, for a total expenditure of $175,000.

Financial Considerations: The annual cost of the contract is approximately $35,000.  Funding 

is available in the Fire Department operating budget.

Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD): Vidacare is not a certified ESBD vendor.
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RESOLUTION NO. 

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council

AGREEMENT: Purchase OF EZ-IO needle sets from Vidacare

BACKGROUND

A. Sacramento Fire Department (“SFD”) provides Advanced Life Support 
(“ALS”) services to the residents of the City of Sacramento and the 
surrounding areas. In providing ALS services, SFD is required by 
Sacramento County EMS Agency (“SCEMS”) to use the EZ-IO® power 
drivers and needle sets in the case that adult and pediatric patients who are 
unable to be successfully intravenously cannulated in two attempts or two 
minutes and who need administration of medication or intravenous fluids for 
1) cardiac arrest, 2) patients in extremis who have immediate life-saving 
need for an intravenous medication or intravenous fluids (critical trauma 
patients), or 3) when indicated by protocols. 

B. SFD responded to approximately 44,000 calls for emergency medical 
services (“EMS”) last year. The types of medical supplies needed to be 
purchased must be in compliance with the requirements set by the SCEMS
and meet the operational needs of SFD.  In researching potential vendors to 
supply an intraosseous infusion device, SFD conducted research and found 
that Vidacare EZ-IO® power drivers and needle sets met the requirements 
for SFD.  In researching potential vendors to supply an intraosseous 
infusion device, SFD conducted research and found that Vidacare retains 
exclusive rights to distribute EZ-IO® power drivers and needle sets.

C. Based on the above, staff is recommending suspension of competitive 
bidding for the purchase of EZ-IO® power drivers and needle sets in the 
best interests of the City.  Staff is also recommending authorization of an 
agreement with Vidacare, attached hereto as Exhibit A, for the purchase of 
EZ-IO® power drivers and needle sets through June 30, 2014, with two 
one-year renewal options, for a total expenditure of $175,000.

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY 
COUNCIL RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Competitive bidding is hereby suspended in the best interests of 
the City for the purchase of intraosseous infusion (IO) EZ-IO® 
power drivers and needle sets.

Section 2. The Interim City Manager, or his designee, is hereby authorized to 
execute the agreement with Vidacare, attached hereto as Exhibit A
and made a part of this Resolution, for the purchase of EZ-IO 
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devices through June 30, 2014, with two one-year renewal options, 
for a total expenditure of $175,000, and the Interim City Manager, 
or his designee,  is authorized to enter into such extension(s) 
provided that sufficient funds are available in the budget adopted 
for the applicable fiscal year(s). 

Table of Contents:

Exhibit A – Commodities Agreement with Vidacare
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Agreement: Purchase of EZ‐IO Needle Sets      
 

 

 

Unexecuted Contract/Agreements      

 

 

 The Unexecuted Contract/Agreement is signed by the other party, is attached as 
an exhibit to the resolution, and is approved as to form by the City Attorney. 

 The Unexecuted Contract/Agreement (Public Project) is NOT signed by the other 
party, is attached as an exhibit to the resolution, and is approved as to form by 
the City Attorney.  

 The Unexecuted Contract is NOT included as an exhibit to the Resolution 
because the Agreement(s) is with other another governmental agency and it is 
not feasible to obtain the other agency’s signature prior to Council action (be they 
denominated Agreements, MOUs, MOAs, etc.); however, the City Attorney 
approves the forwarding of the report to Council even though the signed 
agreement is not in hand yet. 

 The Unexecuted Contract is NOT included as an exhibit to the resolution 
because, due to special circumstances, and the City Attorney confirms in writing 
that it is okay to proceed with Council action even though the signed agreement 
is not in hand yet. 

 

 

 

 

 

All unexecuted contracts/agreements which are signed by the other parties are in the 
Office of the City Clerk before agenda publication. 
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