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Meeting Date: 4/5/2011 Report Type: Consent

Title: Contracts: Weed Abatement and Debris Removal Services [2/3 Votes Required]

Report ID: 2011-00275

Location: Citywide

Recommendation: Adopt a Resolution 1) suspending competitive bidding in the best interests of the 
City to for the procurement of weed abatement and debris removal services; 2) awarding a one year 
contract with two one-year renewal options to Thunder Mountain Enterprises, Inc., the lowest 
responsible and responsive bidder as a result of Bid No. B112526011, for weed abatement and 
debris removal services in a total amount not to exceed $730,000; 3) awarding a one year contract 
with two one-year renewal options to Cordell’s Weed Abatement, the second lowest responsible and 
responsive bidder as a result of Bid No. B112526011, for weed abatement and debris removal 
services in a total amount not to exceed $730,000; and 4) authorizing the Interim City Manager, or his 
designee, to execute the contracts specified above and any and all extension(s), provided that 
sufficient funds are available in the budget adopted for the applicable Fiscal Year(s).

Contact: Michael Bartley, Assistant Chief, Fire Marshal, (916) 808-1619, Fire Department

Presenter: None

Department: Fire

Division: Weed Abatement

Dept ID: 12001141
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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8-Exhibit B (Agreement with Cordell's Weed Abatement)
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Description/Analysis 

Issue: The City of Sacramento Fire Department is in need of weed abatement and debris 

removal service in compliance with the City of Sacramento’s Weed and Rubbish 

Abatement Program.  Through this program, the City contracts with approved vendors to 

abate potential hazards in those cases where the property owner has received adequate 

notice, but failed to abate the property.  For this particular solicitation, the City Clerk 

received fifteen sealed bids for the provision of weed abatement and debris removal 

services citywide.  Attachment 2 lists bid totals and related information for each bid 

submitted.

The Fire Department is seeking to have two contractors available to provide weed 

abatement and debris removal services.  This is to have the quality of work and the 

nature of services be completed prior to the end of the weed abatement season on all of 

the parcels requiring weed abatement services pursuant to Resolution No. 2011-132.  As 

well, this is to ensure all of the said parcels are not considered a fire hazard prior to the 

start of the fire season.

Staff recommends suspending competitive bidding in the best interests of the City for the 

procurement of weed abatement and debris removal services; awarding a one year contract 

with two one-year renewal options to Thunder Mountain Enterprises, Inc., the lowest 

responsible and responsive bidder as a result of Bid No.B112526011, for weed abatement and 

debris removal services in a total amount not to exceed $730,000; awarding a one year 

contract with two one-year renewal options to Cordell’s Weed Abatement, the second lowest 

responsible and responsive bidder as a result of Bid No. B112526011, for weed abatement 

and debris removal services in a total amount not to exceed $730,000; and authorizing the 

Interim City Manager, or his designee, to execute any and all extension(s), provided that 

sufficient funds are available in the budget adopted for the applicable Fiscal Year(s).  

Policy Considerations: This recommendation is consistent with City requirements for competitive 

bidding as detailed in Sacramento City Code 3.56 and the requirement as detailed in Chapter 

8.28 for Weed and Rubbish Abatement.  It is also consistent with the City Council goal of 

enhancing and preserving neighborhoods.

The Equal Benefits Ordinance (EBO) and the Living Wage Ordinance (LWO) are applicable to 

these contracts.  Signed Declarations of Compliance are on file in the Procurement Services 

Office.

As well, the recommendations are in accordance with Sacramento City Council Resolution No. 

2010-346, both Thunder Mountain Enterprises and Cordell’s Weed Abatement are

headquartered in the State of California.  The proposed contract award is consistent with 

Resolution 2010-346 prohibiting the City from entering into any contract to purchase goods or 

services from any business or entity headquartered in Arizona.
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Environmental Considerations: This report concerns administrative activities that will not have a 

significant effect on the environment, and does not constitute a “project” as defined by the 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) [CEQA Guidelines Sections 15061 (b)(3); 15378 

(b)(2)].

Additionally, in the event the Weed Abatement Officer detects a potentially sensitive area, the 

condition will be reported to the Environmental Services Division to address issues under 

CEQA, if any.  Abatement will be suspended at that location until instruction is provided.  This 

process is similar to the approach taken when potentially hazardous materials are located at 

an abatement site.

Sustainability: There are no sustainability considerations as listed in the Sustainability 

Master Plan applicable to approving and awarding the contracts to Thunder Mountain 

Enterprises and Cordell’s Weed Abatement. 

Commission/Committee Action: None.

Rationale for Recommendation: In compliance with the City of Sacramento’s Weed and 

Rubbish Abatement Program, the Sacramento Fire Department requests the award and 

approval the contracts to Thunder Mountain Enterprises and Cordell’s Weed Abatement for 

weed abatement and debris removal services.  These services are pursuant to Government 

Code §39560 et seq. to eliminate hazards to the health, safety and well-being of the citizens of 

the City of Sacramento.

Financial Considerations: Costs of weed abatement and debris removal services 

performed for the City’s Weed and Rubbish Abatement Program are fully recoverable 

from private property owners.  In addition, the City charges private property owners a fee 

(currently $110.00) that helps offset the administrative and inspection costs of the Weed 

Abatement Program. 

Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD): Thunder Mountain Enterprises is not a 

Small Business Enterprise (SBE) with the City of Sacramento.  Cordell’s Weed 

Abatement is a Small Business Enterprise (SBE) with the City of Sacramento.
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Attachment 1

Background

The City of Sacramento’s Weed and Rubbish Abatement Program, administered by the 
Sacramento Fire Department, was initiated on July 10, 1969 and has been in effect 
since the City of Sacramento first adopted the standards for weeds and rubbish 
abatement.  The program is to ensure the timely removal of weeds and rubbish from 
private property within the City limits.  (Sacramento City Code, Chapter 8.28, Weed and 
Rubbish Abatement).

The City awards contracts to vendors for performance of these services when private 
landowners fail, following adequate notice, to remove weeds or rubbish from their 
property.  Failure to abate properties as required poses a potential fire hazard to the 
community.  Work orders for weed and rubbish abatement services are issued to 
contractors whenever such services are deemed necessary by the Sacramento Fire 
Department.  

Since the program’s inception, the City has awarded contracts for the discing and 
mowing of weeds and removal of rubbish and debris for approximately 2,000 privately 
owned parcels. 
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Attachment 2

BID RESULTS

BID NO. B112526011 – WEED ABATEMENT AND DEBRIS REMOVAL SERVICES

Bidder Bid Total
5% E/SBE 
Preference

Prompt Payment 
Discount

Evaluation 
Total

Thunder Mountain Enterprises $297,285.00 None None $297,285.00

Cordell’s Weed Abatement $318,990.00 <$15,949.50> None $303,040.50

Baylor Services $492,325.00 <$24,616.25> None $467,708.75

Property Abaters $485,200.00 None None $485,200.00

H & N Enterprises $507,730.00 None None $507,730.00

Forster & Kroeger Landscape $690,250.00 None None $690,250.00

Hunters Pest Control $776,356.80 <$38,817.84> <$38,817.84> $698,721.12

North Coast Resource Mgmt. $847,250.00 <$42,362.50> <$84,725.00> $720,162.50

DeAngelo Brothers $875,560.00 None None $875,560.00

Pestmaster Services $976,240.00 None None $976,240.00

Scott & Sons Weed Control $991,200.00 None None $991,200.00

Natures Image $1,383,298.00 None <$27,665.96> $1,355,632.04

DR Landscaping $2,999,000.00 None None $2,999,000.00

Labat’s Tree Care $3,240,450.00 <$162,022.50> None $3,078,427.50
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Non-Responsive Bidders – Bidder did not bid on every item on the price schedule

Bidder Bid Total
5% E/SBE 
Preference

Prompt Payment 
Discount

Evaluation 
Total

Junk King $4,500.00 None <$90.00> $4,410.00

Recommend Award of Contract To:

Thunder Mountain Enterprises
P.O. Box 292821
Sacramento, CA 95829
Total Amount of Award: $730,000 for a total possible term of three years
Total Bid Amount: $297,285

and

Cordell’s Weed Abatement
2931 Silk Court
Sacramento, CA 95822
Total Amount of Award: $730,000 for a total possible term of three years
Total Bid Amount: $318,990
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Attachment 3

RESOLUTION NO. 

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council 

AGREEMENT: WEED ABATEMENT AND DEBRIS REMOVAL SERVICES

BACKGROUND

A. The City of Sacramento’s Weed and Rubbish Abatement Program, administered 
by the Sacramento Fire Department, was initiated on July 10, 1969 and has been 
in effect since the City of Sacramento first adopted the standards for weed and 
rubbish abatement.  This program is to ensure the timely removal of weeds and 
rubbish from private property within the City limits (Sacramento City Code, Chapter 
8.28, Weed and Rubbish Abatement).

B. The City of Sacramento contracts with vendors for performance of these services 
when private landowners fail, following adequate notice, to remove weeds or 
rubbish from their property.  Failure to abate properties as required poses a 
potential hazard to the community.

C. The Fire Department is seeking to have two contractors available to provide weed 
abatement and debris removal services.  This is to have the quality of work and the 
nature of services be completed prior to the end of the weed abatement season on 
all of the parcels requiring weed abatement services pursuant to Resolution 2011-
132.  As well, this is to ensure all of the said parcels are not considered a fire 
hazard prior to the start of the fire season.

D. On January 11, 2011, the City issued a formal Invitation to Bid (B112526011) for 
weed abatement and debris removal services, and fifteen bidders responded. The 
lowest responsible and responsive bidder was submitted by Thunder Mountain 
Enterprises.  Cordell’s Weed Abatement was the second lowest responsible and 
responsive bidder.

E. It is recommended to suspend competitive bidding in the best interests of the City 
to award a second contract for weed abatement and debris removal services; to
award a one year contract with two one-year renewal options to Thunder Mountain 
Enterprises, Inc. for weed abatement and debris removal services in a total amount 
not to exceed $730,000; to award a one year contract with two one-year renewal 
options to Cordell’s Weed Abatement for weed abatement and debris removal 
services in a total amount not to exceed $730,000; and to authorize the Interim 
City Manager, or his designee, to execute any and all extension(s), provided that 
sufficient funds are available in the budget adopted for the applicable Fiscal 
Year(s).   
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BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. In the best interest of the City, competitive bidding is hereby suspended 
for the procurement of weed abatement and debris removal services;

Section 2. A one year contract with two one-year renewal options for weed 
abatement and debris removal services is awarded to Thunder Mountain 
Enterprises, Inc. for a total amount not to exceed $730,000;

Section 3. A one year contract with two one-year renewal options for weed 
abatement and debris removal services to Cordell’s Weed Abatement for
a total amount not to exceed $730,000; 

Section 4. The Interim City Manager, or his designee, is hereby authorized to 
execute the contracts specified above and any and all extension(s), 
provided that sufficient funds are available in the budget adopted for the 
applicable Fiscal Year(s).   

Table of Contents:

Exhibit A Agreement with Thunder Mountain Enterprises

Exhibit B Agreement with Cordell’s Weed Abatement
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Agreement: Weed Abatement and Debris Removal Services

Unexecuted Contract/Agreements 

 The Unexecuted Contract/Agreement is signed by the other party, is attached as 
an exhibit to the resolution, and is approved as to form by the City Attorney.

 The Unexecuted Contract/Agreement (Public Project) is NOT signed by the other 
party, is attached as an exhibit to the resolution, and is approved as to form by 
the City Attorney. 

 The Unexecuted Contract is NOT included as an exhibit to the Resolution 
because the Agreement(s) is with other another governmental agency and it is 
not feasible to obtain the other agency’s signature prior to Council action (be they 
denominated Agreements, MOUs, MOAs, etc.); however, the City Attorney 
approves the forwarding of the report to Council even though the signed 
agreement is not in hand yet.

 The Unexecuted Contract is NOT included as an exhibit to the resolution 
because, due to special circumstances, and the City Attorney confirms in writing 
that it is okay to proceed with Council action even though the signed agreement 
is not in hand yet.

All unexecuted contracts/agreements which are signed by the other parties are in the 
Office of the City Clerk before agenda publication.
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Agreement: Weed Abatement and Debris Removal Services

Unexecuted Contract/Agreements 

 The Unexecuted Contract/Agreement is signed by the other party, is attached as 
an exhibit to the resolution, and is approved as to form by the City Attorney.

 The Unexecuted Contract/Agreement (Public Project) is NOT signed by the other 
party, is attached as an exhibit to the resolution, and is approved as to form by 
the City Attorney. 

 The Unexecuted Contract is NOT included as an exhibit to the Resolution 
because the Agreement(s) is with other another governmental agency and it is 
not feasible to obtain the other agency’s signature prior to Council action (be they 
denominated Agreements, MOUs, MOAs, etc.); however, the City Attorney 
approves the forwarding of the report to Council even though the signed 
agreement is not in hand yet.

 The Unexecuted Contract is NOT included as an exhibit to the resolution 
because, due to special circumstances, and the City Attorney confirms in writing 
that it is okay to proceed with Council action even though the signed agreement 
is not in hand yet.

All unexecuted contracts/agreements which are signed by the other parties are in the 
Office of the City Clerk before agenda publication.
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