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Meeting Date: 6/7/2011 Report Type: Consent

Title: (Financing Authority)  Solar Photovoltaic System Landlordship Acknowledgement

Report ID: 2011-00486

Location: Citywide

Recommendation: Adopt a Financing Authority Resolution authorizing the Sacramento City 
Financing Authority Treasurer to execute a Solar Photovoltaic System Landlordship 
Acknowledgement in connection with the City Council approved installation of solar panels on various 
City properties.

Contact: Yvette Rincon, Sustainability Program Manager, (916) 808-5827, General Services
Department

Presenter: Not applicable

Department: General Services Dept

Division: Office of the Director

Dept ID: 13001021

Attachments:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1-Description/Analysis
2 - Resolution
3 - Exhibit A - Solar PV System Landlordship Acknowledgement

_________________________________________________________________________
City Attorney Review

Approved as to Form
Kourtney Burdick
5/25/2011 10:25:33 AM

City Treasurer Review
Prior Council Financial Policy Approval or 
Outside City Treasurer Scope
Russell Fehr
5/23/2011 10:08:03 AM

Approvals/Acknowledgements

Department Director or Designee: Reina Schwartz - 5/24/2011 10:28:25 AM

Assistant City Manager: Patti Bisharat - 5/25/2011 10:02:21 AM
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Description/Analysis 

Issue: On March 29, 2011, City Council adopted Resolution No. 2011-186, authorizing the City 

Manager to execute a 20-year power purchase agreement with SolarCity Corporation for the 

purchase of up to 2.2 megawatts of solar energy per year.   Under the agreement, SolarCity 

agreed to install and maintain photovoltaic (PV) panels on various City facilities for the 

production of energy.  SolarCity retains ownership of the panels and the City has agreed to 

purchase all of the power generated by the panels. 

The City facilities upon which PV panels will be installed are City Hall, 300 Richards Boulevard, 

24th Street Corporation Yard, and the Meadowview Service Center.  The Financing Authority 

leases each of these properties, except 300 Richards Boulevard, to the City under the Master 

Site Lease.  

By executing a Solar Photovoltaic System Landlordship Acknowledgement, the Financing 

Authority acknowledges and consents to the installation of the PV panels on the properties it 

leases to the City and agrees that it has no ownership interest in the panels once installed.  

Rather, the panels remain the property of SolarCity under the power purchase agreements 

until they are removed by SolarCity or purchased by the City. 

Policy Considerations: Executing a Solar Photovoltaic System Landlordship 

Acknowledgement is requested by SolarCity to satisfy its investors and is consistent with 

Resolution No. 2011-186 adopted by City Council on March 29, 2011 authorizing the City 

Manager to execute a 20-year power purchase agreement with SolarCity Corporation for the 

purchase of up to 2.2 megawatts of solar energy per year. 

Environmental Considerations:

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): The  Community Development 

Department, Environmental Planning Services Division has reviewed this project and 

determined that it is exempt from the provisions of CEQA under Section 15311, which 

exempts projects  involving  the placement of minor structures accessory to existing 

institutional facilities.

Sustainability: There are no sustainability considerations directly associated with 

executing the recommended Solar Photovoltaic System Landlordship 

Acknowledgement. 

Commission/Committee Action: Not applicable

Rationale for Recommendation: Executing the recommended Solar Photovoltaic System 

Landlordship Acknowledgement is needed to facilitate the installation of PV panels on City 

facilities for the generation and purchase of 2.2 megawatts of solar energy for City facilities. 

This acknowledgement recognizes the PV equipment as property of SolarCity and ensures 

SolarCity that the City will not acquire the PV equipment as part of the City’s property unless 

purchased directly.  
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Financial Considerations: The recommendation to execute a Solar Photovoltaic System 

Landlordship Acknowledgement in connection with the City Council approved installation of PV 

panels on various City properties does not result in any financial impact to the City.

Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD): At this time no goods or services are being 

purchased as a result of this report. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2011-XXXX

Adopted by the Sacramento Financing Authority

June 7, 2011

AUTHORIZING A SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEM LANDLORD 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AGREEMENT

BACKGROUND

A. On March 29, 2011, City Council adopted Resolution No. 2011-186, authorizing 
the City Manager to execute a 20-year power purchase agreement with SolarCity 
Corporation for the purchase of up to 2.2 megawatts of solar energy per year.   
Under the agreement, SolarCity agreed to install and maintain photovoltaic (PV) 
panels on various City facilities for the production of energy.  SolarCity retains
ownership of the panels and the City has agreed to purchase all of the power 
generated by the panels.

B. The City facilities upon which PV panels will be installed are City Hall, 300 
Richards Boulevard, 24th Street Corporation Yard, and the Meadowview Service 
Center. The Financing Authority leases each of these properties, except 300 
Richards Boulevard, to the City under the Master Site Lease.

C. By executing a Solar Photovoltaic System Landlordship Acknowledgement, the 
Financing Authority acknowledges and consents to the installation of the PV 
panels on the properties it leases to the City and agrees that it has no ownership 
interest in the panels once installed.

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE FINANCING 
AUTHORITY RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The Sacramento City Financing Authority Treasurer is hereby authorized 
to execute the Solar Photovoltaic System Landlordship Acknowledgement 
(attached as Exhibit A) in connection with the City Council approved 
installation of solar panels on various City properties. 

Section 2. Exhibit A is a part of this resolution.

Table of Contents:

Exhibit A: Solar Photovoltaic System Landlordship Acknowledgement
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