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Meeting Date: 6/21/2011 Report Type: Consent

Title: Grant/Agreement: Funding of Portable Radios

Report ID: 2011-00577

Location: Ciytwide

Recommendation: Adopt a Resolution authorizing the Interim City Manager, or his designee, to 
enter into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the City of West Sacramento to participate in 
the U.S. Department of Homeland Security 2010 Regional Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program 
to fund the purchase of portable radios.

Contact: Ray Jones, Fire Chief, (916) 808-1301, Fire Department

Presenter: None

Department: Fire

Division: Special Projects

Dept ID: 12001051

Attachments:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1-Description/Analysis
2-Resolution
3-ADRS Unexecuted Contract Cover
4-MOU with City of West Sacramento

_________________________________________________________________________
City Attorney Review

Approved as to Form
Lan Wang
6/9/2011 3:52:56 PM

City Treasurer Review
Prior Council Financial Policy Approval or 
Outside City Treasurer Scope
Russell Fehr
6/3/2011 11:55:25 AM

Approvals/Acknowledgements

Department Director or Designee: Ray Jones - 6/9/2011 12:32:43 PM

Assistant City Manager: Cassandra Jennings - 6/9/2011 3:49:32 PM

1 of 13

14

http://www.cityofsacramento.org/


Description/Analysis 

Issue: The West Sacramento Fire Department (WSFD), on behalf of other fire departments within

Sacramento County, including the City of Sacramento Fire Department, applied for and has been 

awarded a $1,453,968 grant from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) for the 

acquisition of emergency equipment, including 543 portable radios and ancillary equipment. The 

radios will enhance interoperability communications in fire services and support the health and 

safety of the public and firefighting personnel. The grant requires a 20% local agency match of the 

project cost and the Sacramento Fire Department’s share is $190,000. To proceed with the 

project, a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) has been developed to establish terms and 

conditions, including the responsibilities of the City of Sacramento and City of West Sacramento 

relative to project implementation and grant award.

Policy Considerations: The continued response to community, industry, construction, and 

business for rescue services is consistent with the City Council goal of improving and 

expanding public safety. Participating in projects funded by Federal grants is consistent with 

City Council actions relative to grant awards and the City’s goal of establishing and 

strengthening community and regional partnerships.

Environmental Considerations: Ongoing administrative maintenance activities, such as 

purchases of supplies, equipment or materials which are not made for purposes of a public 

construction project, do not constitute a “project” and are exempt from the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). CEQA Guidelines, Section 15061(b)(3), 15378(b)(2).

Sustainability: There are no sustainability considerations applicable to entering into a MOU 

with the City of West Sacramento.

Commission/Committee Action: None

Rationale for Recommendation: As of July 2010, the current inventory of 335 portable radios 

(Motorola MTS2000 Type II) used by the Sacramento Fire Department will no longer be 

serviceable by the manufacturer. The radios are seven years out of production and spare part 

inventories are almost exhausted, with some already unavailable. A majority of these radios are 

now over 15 years old, which is the limit of their expected service life when used for firefighting.

Due to the depletion of spare parts for this model, radios will no longer be reparable after this 

calendar year. As radios fail and spares are depleted, firefighter safety will be compromised.

The purpose of the AFG Program is to protect the health and safety of the public and firefighting 

personnel against fire and fire-related hazards. DHS has determined that the WSFD and its 

Regional Partner’s AFG Operations and Safety grant proposal met the program’s purpose and 

has granted funds to be used toward the purchase of radio equipment.  

The benefits to participating in the grant program include:

1. Replacing the entire radio inventory at one time which will accommodate effective/efficient user 
training and proficiency. 
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2. Supporting one model of radio will provide for simplicity and efficiency in field operations, 
enhancing firefighter safety and interoperability.

Financial Considerations: The WSFD, on behalf of other fire departments within Sacramento 

County, including the City of Sacramento Fire Department, applied for and has been awarded a 

grant from DHS for the acquisition of emergency equipment, including 543 portable radios and 

ancillary equipment. The total project cost is $1,453,968 of which the Federal share will pay for 

80% or $1,163,175. The fire departments participating in the grant funded project are required to 

provide a share in the cost of 20%.or $293,793. The Sacramento Fire Department’s share of the 

project includes up to 358 radios and 150 chargers totaling $946,108. The Department’s 20% cost 

share is estimated to be $190,000 and is budgeted in the Department’s Technical Services 

Division operating budget.

Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD): The WSFD is the recipient of a Regional 

Assistance to Firefighters Grant award and is required to follow Federal procurement policies 

when buying goods and services with Federal grant funds.
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RESOLUTION NO. 

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council 

AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER INTO A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
(MOU) WITH THE CITY OF WEST SACRAMENTO TO PARTICIPATE IN THE U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY (DHS) 2010 REGIONAL ASSISTANCE 

TO FIREFIGHTERS GRANT (AFG) PROGRAM TO FUND PURCHASE OF 
PORTABLE RADIOS

BACKGROUND

A. The purpose of the Regional Assistant to Firefighters Grant (AFG) Program is to 
protect the health and safety of the public and firefighting personnel against fire 
and fire-related hazards. DHS has determined that the City of West Sacramento
and its Regional Partner’s AFG Operations and Safety grant proposal met the 
program’s purpose and has granted funds to be used toward the purchase of
portable radio equipment.  

B. As of July 2010, the current inventory of portable radios used by the Fire 
Department will no longer be serviceable by the manufacturer. Due to the 
depletion of spare parts for this model, radios will no longer be reparable after 
this calendar year. As radios fail and spares are depleted, firefighter safety will be
compromised.

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The Interim City Manager, or his designee, is authorized to enter into a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), Exhibit A hereto, with the City of 
West Sacramento to participate in the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security 2010 Regional Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program to fund 
the purchase of portable radios.

Section 2. Exhibit A is a part of this resolution.

Table of Contents:

Exhibit A MOU with City of West Sacramento
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Grant/Agreement: Funding of Portable Radios

Unexecuted Contract/Agreements 

 The Unexecuted Contract/Agreement is signed by the other party, is attached as 
an exhibit to the resolution, and is approved as to form by the City Attorney.

 The Unexecuted Contract/Agreement (Public Project) is NOT signed by the other 
party, is attached as an exhibit to the resolution, and is approved as to form by 
the City Attorney.

 The Unexecuted Contract is NOT included as an exhibit to the Resolution 
because the Agreement(s) is with other another governmental agency and it is 
not feasible to obtain the other agency’s signature prior to Council action (be they 
denominated Agreements, MOUs, MOAs, etc.); however, the City Attorney 
approves the forwarding of the report to Council even though the signed 
agreement is not in hand yet.

 The Unexecuted Contract is NOT included as an exhibit to the resolution 
because, due to special circumstances, and the City Attorney confirms in writing 
that it is okay to proceed with Council action even though the signed agreement
is not in hand yet.

All unexecuted contracts/agreements which are signed by the other parties are in the 
Office of the City Clerk before agenda publication.
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