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Recommendation: Adopt a Resolution 1) approving the use of the cooperative purchase agreement 
between King County and Bound Tree Medical, Limited Liability Company (LLC), 2144 Reliable 
Parkway, Chicago, IL 60686-0021 (Contract #M49487M) for the purchase of pharmaceuticals; and 2) 
authorizing the Interim City Manager, or his designee, to execute purchases of pharmaceuticals from 
Bound Tree Medical, LLC in an amount up to $90,000 per year for up to three years for a total not to 
exceed amount of $270,000 through December 31, 2013, or until the contract is no longer available 
for use by the City of Sacramento.

Contact: Joseph A. D. Jackson, Assistant Chief, (916) 808-8100, Fire Department
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Description/Analysis 

Issue: The existing cooperative purchase agreement for pharmaceuticals that Sacramento Fire 

Department (SFD) had with Bound Tree Medical, LLC, and King County has expired.  SFD’s 

requirements include a customized list of pharmaceuticals based on the unique needs and 

operations of the SFD Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Division as well as complying with the 

requirements set by Sacramento County EMS authority.  After evaluating options, staff is 

recommending Council approval to purchase these pharmaceuticals through a cooperative 

purchase agreement with King County.   The pharmaceuticals list used in King County contract 

meets the requirements of SFD with best pricing and offers up to 30% off the regular list price.  

Therefore, staff is recommending the City Council to approve the use of the cooperative purchase 

agreement between King County and Boundtree Medical for the purchase of pharmaceuticals for 

an annual amount of $90,000 up to three years and a total not to exceed of $270,000.

Policy Considerations: The recommendations in this report are in accordance with provisions of 

the City Code Section 3.56.240, which allows for the use of legal contracts of other government 

jurisdictions or public agencies without separate competitive bidding by the City upon approval of 

the City Council.

Environmental Considerations: This report concerns administrative activities that do not 

constitute a “project” as defined by section 15378 of the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) Guidelines and is otherwise exempt pursuant to sections 15061(b)(3); 15378(b)(2).

Sustainability: There are no sustainability considerations applicable to the approval to use 

the cooperative purchase agreement between King County and Boundtree Medical and to 

purchase pharmaceuticals.

Commission/Committee Action: None.

Rationale for Recommendation: In providing advanced life support (ALS) services, SFD is 

required to use pharmaceuticals.  SFD responded to approximately 50,000 calls for emergency 

medical services last year.  The EMS portion of the business continues to grow and is a vital link 

to our service in the community.

The contract SFD has been using to purchase pharmaceuticals has expired.  The types of 

pharmaceuticals needed to be purchased must be in compliance with the requirements set by the 

Sacramento County EMS and meet the operational needs of SFD.  In researching potential 

vendors to supply pharmaceuticals, SFD evaluated several existing contracts and found that a 

contract between King County and Bound Tree Medical, LLC met the requirements for SFD.  

Bound Tree Medical, LLC offers lowest price in the market with discounts of up to 30% off the 

regular list price.

This existing agreement would allow for purchase of pharmaceuticals based on the SFD’s specific 

requirements, complies with the Sacramento County EMS requirements, and offers favorable 

pricing and co-marketing discount.  Through a cooperative purchase agreement, the City of 

Sacramento would piggyback on the King County contract #M49487M.  The contract will be 
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utilized by SFD at an annual amount not to exceed $90,000 for up to three years through 

December 31, 2013, and for a total amount not exceed of $270,000.  Staff recommends that the 

City Council approve the attached resolution to authorize the use of cooperative purchase 

agreement between King County and Boundtree for the purchase of pharmaceuticals.

Financial Considerations: The annual cost of the contract is $90,000.  Funding is available 

in the Fire Department’s operating budget.

Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD): King County held a competitive bidding 

process, which included incentives for small businesses.  Even with those incentives, Bound Tree 

Medical, LLC won the bid.  Bound Tree Medical, LLC is not certified as an Emerging or Small 

Business Enterprise.
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Attachment 1

RESOLUTION NO. 

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council

COOPERATIVE PURCHASE AGREEMENT: PHARMACEUTICALS

BACKGROUND

A. The Sacramento Fire Department (SFD) requires the use of pharmaceuticals to 
provide advanced life support (ALS) services.  SFD responded to approximately 
50,000 calls for emergency medical services (EMS) last year.  The EMS portion of 
the business continues to grow and is a vital link to our service in the community

B. The contract SFD has been using to purchase pharmaceuticals has expired.  The 
types of medications and pharmaceuticals to be purchased must be in compliance 
with the requirements set by the Sacramento County EMS and meet the 
operational needs of SFD.  In researching potential vendors to supply 
pharmaceuticals, SFD evaluated several existing contracts and found that a 
contract between King County and Bound Tree Medical, Limited Liability Company 
(LLC) met the requirements for SFD.

C.     This existing agreement would allow for purchase of pharmaceuticals based on 
the SFD’s specific requirements, complies with the Sacramento County EMS 
requirements, and offers special discount prices listing on Exhibit A.  Through a 
cooperative purchase agreement, the City of Sacramento would piggyback on the 
King County contract #M49487M, and it is advantageous for the City of 
Sacramento to do so.  The contract will be utilized by SFD at an annual amount not 
to exceed $90,000 for up to three years for a total not to exceed $270,000 through 
December 31, 2013, or until a contract is no longer available for use by the City of 
Sacramento. 

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The cooperative purchase agreement between the King County and 
Bound Tree Medical, LLC, 2144 Reliable Parkway, Chicago, IL 60686-
0021 (Contract #M49487M), is approved for use for the purchase of 
pharmaceuticals.

Section 2. The Interim City Manager, or his designee, is hereby authorized to 
execute the necessary purchase of pharmaceuticals from Bound Tree 
Medical, 2144 Reliable Parkway, Chicago, IL 60686-0021 in an amount of 
$90,000 per year for up to three years for a total not to exceed of 
$270,000 through December 31, 2013, or until the contract is no longer 
available for use by the City of Sacramento.
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