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Description/Analysis 

Issue: This  presentation is one of several scheduled in the Sacramento region to provide local elected 

officials and interest groups  with  an update on the Delta planning activities.  The intent of these 

regional presentations is to encourage local awareness and participation in the ongoing Delta and 

statewide water planning efforts.  These efforts include the development of the Delta Plan as required 

by the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Reform Act of 2009 (SBX7-1); the  Bay Delta Conservation Plan 

which will result in a 50-year incidental take permit for water exporters; and several legislative 

proposals to assure funding and implementation of the elements of the Delta Reform Act and the Delta 

Plan. The Regional Water Authority (RWA), along with City staff and staff from other participating water 

agencies, has developed a set of common principles that is being recommended for adoption by the City 

Council.

Policy Considerations: The goal is to present a common message from the region regarding 

common principles on the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta issue.   This report’s 

recommendation is consistent with the City’s Strategic Plan Goals of enhancing and preserving 

neighborhoods, supporting the economic vitality of the area, and establishing and strengthening 

community and regional partnerships to enhance the quality of life.

Environmental Considerations: N/A

Sustainability: N/A

Commission/Committee Action: N/A

Rationale for Recommendation: Staff believes that by adopting a Resolution with regional Delta 

principles there will be a common message from the region that will command greater political 

support and public awareness.   

Financial Considerations: N/A

Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD): N/A
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Background

This  presentation is one of several scheduled in the Sacramento region to provide local elected officials 

and interest groups  with  an update on the Delta planning activities.  Similar presentations will be given 

at member agencies of the Regional Water Authority in an effort to encourage local awareness and 

participation in the ongoing Delta and statewide water planning efforts.  

These efforts include the development of the Delta Plan as required by the Sacramento-San Joaquin 

Delta Reform Act of 2009 (SBX7-1).  The Delta Plan is being drafted by the Delta Stewardship Council 

which was created by the Act to implement the coequal goals of providing a more reliable water supply 

for California and protecting, restoring and enhancing the Delta ecosystem.  

Another significant effort that is funded by Delta exporters,  is the Bay Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP).   

When complete, the BDCP will provide the basis for the issuance of endangered species permits for the 

operation of the state and federal water projects implemented over the next 50 years.   A result of the 

BDCP will likely be significant structural changes such as new pump stations on the Sacramento River, 

new canals and/or tunnels to optimize delivery of water to the state and federal water projects for use 

outside the Delta watershed.

Going forward, there will be several legislative proposals to assure funding and implementation of the 

elements of the Delta Reform Act, the Delta Plan and the BDCP.  

Staff is recommending that the Regional Delta Plan Strategy resolution be adopted and a regional 

strategy be developed that positions local elected officials and community leaders in the ongoing Delta 

planning efforts and assures that the Sacramento region’s interests and resources are preserved. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council

APPROVAL OF REGIONAL DELTA PLAN PRINCIPLES

BACKGROUND

A. The six-county Sacramento region can benefit from regional coordination and 
collaboration in facing future water resources challenges and opportunities.

B. Conditions in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta have reached a state of crisis 
that threatens the environment of the Delta and the economy of California.

C. Proposed solutions to the Delta conditions could pose serious risks to the water 
supplies, economy, environment, and quality of life of the Sacramento region 
and northern California. 

D. In order to protect these regional interests, and the City’s residents, businesses 
and other water supply users, the City of Sacramento seeks to promote regional 
cooperation on water issues, and to be a part of a collaborative and 
comprehensive solution to the issues facing the Delta.

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

The City of Sacramento supports a regional coalition based on the following principles 
developed through the Regional Water Authority and its participating agencies, 
including the City:

 Water rights priorities and area-of-origin assurances must be recognized and 
protected to ensure reliable supplies for all water uses and environmental needs 
in our region.

 Stakeholders in the Sacramento region must be fully included in and consulted 
on all aspects of development of a Delta solution and other state and federal 
water policies that affect the region.

 A Delta solution and other state or federal actions must honor and not reduce or 
preempt the authority and responsibilities of cities, counties, and other local 
agencies.

 The Sacramento region will continue to invest in and implement water supply, 
water efficiency, recycling and re-use, storage, and other water management 
projects and programs that are cost effective and improve our regional self-
sufficiency. 
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 The Sacramento region will support a Delta solution that:

 Is based on sound science to ensure it is effective and implemented in an 
equitable manner;

 Requires the beneficiaries of any actions associated with a Delta solution 
to fully fund the costs of such actions; and  

 Does not shift negative economic, environmental, or societal impacts to 
areas in our region.
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