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Recommendation: Adopt a Resolution 1) establishing a Capital Improvement Project (CIP) for the 
American River Crossings Alternatives Study (T15125300); 2) authorizing the execution of a 
subrecipient agreement with the Sacramento Area Council of Governments (SACOG); and 3) 
appropriating $270,000 in Federal funds to the project.
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Description/Analysis 

Issue: Caltrans awarded SACOG a $270,000 federal Partnership Planning grant 
toward studying alternative American River crossings in an effort to identify the most 
feasible crossing locations.  The City of Sacramento is the named subrecipient for 
this grant and will be conducting the study. Establishment of a CIP, execution of 
agreements, and appropriation of funds is necessary to begin work on the project.

Policy Considerations: The project is consistent with the City’s 2030 General Plan 
and the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP).

Environmental Considerations:  

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): This project includes 
administrative activities that are not considered a project as defined by Section 
15378 of the CEQA Guidelines. The activity does not involve physical 
construction and has no potential to cause a significant impact on the 
environment (CEQA Section 15061 (b)).

Sustainability Considerations: None.

Other:  None.

Commission/Committee Action: None.

Rationale for Recommendation: Accepting the grant funds and creating a CIP is 
necessary to implement this study, which is the first step to identifying the most 
feasible locations for future river crossings.

Financial Considerations: The City was granted $270,000 and is requesting to 
appropriate $270,000 in federal funds (Fund 3703). In-kind matching funds of $67,250 
related to staff costs and direct expenses will be tracked and covered under the 
Department of Transportation’s operating budget, to be reimbursed by Gas Tax (Fund 
2002).

No General Funds are allocated or planned for this project.

Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD): None, since no goods or services 
are being procured with this action.
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Attachment 1

Background:

The American river Crossings Alternatives Study will analyze potential crossings of the 
American River as called for in the Sacramento 2030 General Plan, the SACOG 
Regional Blueprint and the adopted Metropolitan Transportation Plan. A crossing has 
the potential to relieve congestion on I-5 caused by limited options for local traffic to 
utilize local streets to connect employee-rich neighborhoods north of the river with the 
jobs-rich central core.

The Study area runs along the lower American River between I-5 and State Route 160. 
The Study area is bordered by Discovery Park in the South Natomas Community Plan 
to the north and The River District in the Central City Community Plan to the south.

Vehicular connections between points north of the American River to points south of the 
river within the Study Area only occur on State facilities; I-5 and State Route 160.  One 
additional crossing of the American River connects into the grid of downtown 
Sacramento outside of the Study Area to the east at State Route 51 (Business 80), 
which is also a State facility.  Limited connections to the north justified the exclusion of 
the stretch of the American River between State Route 160 and State Route 51 from the 
Study Area.

3 of 6

LResurreccion
New Stamp



RESOLUTION NO. 

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council 

AMERICAN RIVER CROSSINGS ALTERNATIVES STUDY

BACKGROUND

A. Completion of the American River Crossings Alternatives Study will identify 
feasible crossing alternatives and provide the City of Sacramento with a strong 
basis for further regulatory steps required to satisfy the federal funding process.

B. Bridges over rivers come with an expense that cannot typically be funded by local 
sources alone.

C. In order to qualify for federal funding, a lengthy process beginning with the 
establishment of a clear purpose and need statement and an alternatives analysis 
must be undertaken.

D. The tasks to be funded under this project will result in the requisite purpose and 
need statement and begins to narrow the field of potential crossing options.

E. Caltrans awarded the Sacramento Area Council of Governments (SACOG) the 
Partnership Planning Grant toward an American River Crossings Alternatives 
Study.

F. The City of Sacramento is designated as a grant subrecipient for these funds.

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The FY2011/12 Capital Improvement Program is amended by establishing 
a Capital Improvement Project (CIP) for the American River Crossings 
Alternatives Study (T15125300).

Section 2. The City Manager or designee is authorized to execute a subrecipient 
grant agreement with the Sacramento Area Council of Governments 
(SACOG) and any other necessary agreements to execute the grant, 
when received from SACOG and/or Caltrans.

Section 3. The City Manager is authorized to increase the American River Crossings 
Alternatives Study (T15125300) project’s revenue and expenditure 
budgets by $270,000 (Fund 3703).
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Section 4. Exhibit A is incorporated into and made part of this Resolution.

Table of Contents:

Exhibit A – Location Map
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Exhibit A
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