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Description/Analysis 

Issue: This report provides information to the City Council about emergency contracts issued 

by the Department of General Services under City Manager authority as required by Section 

3.60.070 of City Code. This report includes emergency contracts issued from June 1, 2011, 

through October 30, 2011.  Three emergency contracts were issued during this period.  

Specific information on these contracts is included in the attached report.

Policy Considerations: This action is consistent with Section 3.60.070 of City Code, and the 

City Auditor’s recommendation contained in the internal audit report on the bidding and 

contract process examination of the Department of General Services dated April 25, 2006, to 

notify City Council of any emergency contracts.

Environmental Considerations:

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA):  The Environmental Services Manager 

has determined that the report back regarding emergency contracts is exempt from the 

requirements of CEQA, pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) of the CEQA guidelines.  

Exemption 15061(b)(3) consists of an activity covered by the general rule that CEQA 

applies only to projects which have the potential for causing a significant effect on the 

environment.  Where it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity 

in question may have a significant effect on the environment, the activity is not subject to 

CEQA. 

Sustainability: Not applicable

Commission/Committee Action: Not applicable

Rationale for Recommendation: On August 3, 2011, an emergency contract to Harreld’s Hi 

Voltage was necessary due to an electrical outage in Building One of the South Area Corp 

Yard (SACY). Building One houses the Sacramento City 311 division, which is a 24 hour, 

seven days a week operation.  Power to this building was essential.  

On October 6, 2011 staff submitted time only supplemental agreements for two of our existing 

on call professional services architectural firms (Don Dommer and Forrar Williams) that were 

previously extended by Council on May 31, 2011 to run through October 31, 2011. (Reso. 

2011-437). This action provided the contract authority to continue with city projects currently in 

progress while a new list was being developed, thereby avoiding any interruption in the 

completion of projects due to contract concerns. These two projects proved to be more 

involved than originally anticipated and now require an additional time extension to allow for 

project completion.

Financial Considerations: Funding for emergency contracts is provided from 

department operating budgets or Capital Improvement Program (CIP) projects.  The 

emergency contract issued to Harreld’s Hi Voltage will be funded from the City Facility 

Deferred Maintenance Project (C13000300).  
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Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD): Harreld’s Hi Voltage is not a City certified ESBD 

company.  (FWA) Forrar Williams is an SBE Certified firm.  Don Dommer is not a City certified ESBD 

company.
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION

On April 25, 2006, the City Auditor recommended in the internal audit report on the 
bidding and contract process examination of the Department of General Services that 
the department report emergency contracts to City Council, as required by Section 
3.60.070 of City Code.  It is the intention of the Department to comply with that 
recommendation by reporting to City Council on emergency contracts issued under City 
Manager authority as soon as possible after the end of each quarter of the fiscal year.  

According to Section 3.60.070 of City Code, the City Manager is authorized to negotiate 
and contract for public projects without advertising for bids when public interest and 
necessity demand immediate action, repair or replacement to safeguard life, health, or 
property, to permit the continued conduct of city operations or services, or to mitigate 
further damage.

On August 3, 2011, an emergency contract to Harreld’s Hi Voltage was necessary due 
to an electrical outage in Building One of the South Area Corp Yard (SACY). Building 
One houses the Sacramento City 311 division, which is a 24 hour, seven days a week 
operation. Building One also houses the Office of the Director and Fleet Management 
Division.  Power to this building was essential.  

Don Dommer Associates was originally hired using our Master On Call Professional 
Services contract to perform Architectural services for the design and construction of a 
new Standby Generator at the Convention Center back in early 2010. Due to difficult 
design issues, the project has taken longer than expected. The existing contract is set 
to expire on October 31, 2011. Don Dommer is the Architect of record and their services 
are required during the bidding and construction phase which will run until mid-year 
2012.

The Belle Cooledge Library is currently undergoing emergency exterior wall repair.  The 
building is a wood framed structure with a brick and ceramic tile veneer finish.  The 20 
year old structure has had moisture damage that has caused the veneer to pull away 
from the structural framing.  FWA Architects were selected to evaluate and provide 
professional architectural services for the repair back in early 2010.  During the course 
of construction, termites and fungus growth were found causing the time of repair to be 
extended beyond the architect's contract time of 10/31/2011.  Therefore, because of the 
unknown site conditions and the extended period for construction, the architectural 
agreement with FWA Architects needs to be extended to match the construction 
timeline.

This report covers emergency contracts let by the Department of General Services 
under City Manager authority from June 1, 2011 through October 30, 2011.  Specific 
information about the emergency contracts issued during this period is included in 
attached table.
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Department of General Services
Emergency Contracts under City Manager Authority

June 1, 2011 – October 31, 2011

Date 
Approved

Contract 
No.

Contractor
Project 

Description
Funding

ESBD
$ Source

8/3/2011 Pending
Harreld’s Hi 

Voltage
Building One 

electrical outage
$1,230

City Deferred 
Maintenance 

Project
No

10/6/11 2006-1509-6 Don Dommer

On Call 
Professional 

Service 
extension

.00 CIP Yes

10/13/11 2006-1513-6
Forrar Williams 

(FWA)

On Call 
Professional 

Service 
extension

.00 CIP No
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