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Meeting Date: 12/13/2011 Report Type: Consent

Title: Contract: Animal Shelter Pet Food

Report ID: 2011-00986

Location: 2127 Front Street, District 1

Recommendation: Adopt a Resolution: 1) awarding an initial one-year contract with two one-year 
renewal options to Hill’s Pet Nutrition, Inc. for dog and cat food in a total amount not to exceed 
$60,000; and 2) authorizing the City Manager or the City Manager’s designee to execute the contract 
specified above and to enter into such extensions provided that sufficient funding is available in the 
budget adopted for the applicable fiscal year(s).

Contact: Gina Knepp, Acting Animal Care Services Manager, (916) 808-8333

Presenter: None

Department: General Services Dept

Division: Animal Care / Shelter

Dept ID: 13001131

Attachments:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1-Description/Analysis
2-Resolution
3-Exhibit A Contract With Hills Pet Nutrition
_________________________________________________________________________
City Attorney Review

Approved as to Form
Lan Wang
12/2/2011 10:12:07 AM

City Treasurer Review
Reviewed for Impact on Cash and Debt
Russell Fehr
11/28/2011 9:49:52 AM

Approvals/Acknowledgements

Department Director or Designee: Reina Schwartz - 12/1/2011 3:49:26 PM
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Description/Analysis 

Issue: Hill’s Pet Nutrition, Inc. (Hill’s) has extended an invitation to the City Animal Care Shelter 
(Shelter) to participate in its Shelter Partnership Program, which  provides animal shelters with 
dog and cat food for only the cost of shipping and handling. The program, however, requires 
animal shelters to promote the product, including providing a link to Hill’s website on the shelter’s 
website, and give a sample free of charge to anyone adopting a dog or cat. During the term of the 
agreement, the shelter and the city agrees not to promote, display, distribute, endorse, or feed any 
pet food products other than Hill’s Science Diet and/or Hill’s Prescription Diet brand foods to the 
animals; with the exception that the Shelter may redistribute other brands of donated pet food 
products so long as such redistribution does not constitute direct or implied endorsement of such 
donated product.  Consequently, if the shelter or the city needs to purchase additional pet food, it 
must be Hill Science/Prescription, which in the future may require suspension of the city’s usual 
competitive bidding process.  Both the Sacramento Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals (SSPCA) and the Sacramento County Animal Shelter currently participate in the program.

Policy Considerations: The recommendations in this report are in accordance with the 
provisions of City Code Section 3.56 and Resolution No. 2010-346 prohibiting the City from 
entering into any contract to purchase goods or services from any business or entity 
headquartered in Arizona.  

The Hill’s Shelter Partnership Program requires the Shelter and the City to not promote, display, 
distribute, or endorse any dog or cat food products other than Hill’s Science Diet and/or Hills 
Prescription Diet, or feed any pet food products other than Hill’s Science Diet and/or Hill’s 
Prescription Diet brand foods to the Shelter dogs and cats, with the exception that the Shelter may 
redistribute other brands of donated pet food products so long as such redistribution does not 
constitute direct or implied endorsement of such donated product. The program also requires that 
the Shelter provide adopter information to Hill’s for its use in marketing its products. 

Environmental Considerations:

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): The recommendations in this report have 
been determined to be exempt from the requirements of CEQA under Section 15061(b)(3), 
which exempts projects when it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the 
activity may have a significant effect on the environment.

Sustainability: None

Commission/Committee Action: None

Rationale for Recommendation: The Shelter has an ongoing requirement for pet food for the 
Shelter’s dogs and cats. Hill’s has extended an invitation to the Shelter to participate in its Shelter 
Partnership Program, which provides animal shelters with dog and cat food for only the cost of 
shipping and handling. The program, however, requires animal shelters to endorse the product 
and give a sample free of charge to anyone adopting a dog or cat. The Shelter has endorsed Hill’s 
pet food via a Hill’s logo on the Animal Care website and posters in the Shelter.  

2 of 15

LResurreccion
New Stamp



The program endorsement requirements contradict the City’s web policy regarding non-
endorsement of products, services, etc. and, therefore, City Council approval is required.  
Awarding a contract to Hill’s is recommended because the pet food meets the nutritional needs of 
the Shelter dogs and cats, and because the contract will result in financial savings from paying 
only the shipping and handling costs. Both the SSPCA and the Sacramento County Animal 
Shelter currently participate in the program.

Financial Considerations: The recommended contract with Hills is an initial term of one year with 
two one-year renewal options. The total not to exceed amount for the potential three year term is 
$60,000, with annual expenditures anticipated to be $20,000.  Sufficient funding is available in the 
Department of General Services FY2011/12 operating budget (General Fund, Fund 1001) to 
purchase dog and cat food through June 30, 2012.  Purchases made after June 30, 2012 through 
December 31, 2014 are subject to funding availability in the adopted budget for FY2012/13 and 
FY2013/14.  

The Shelter uses approximately 42,000 pounds of dog and cat food per year at a cost of 
approximately $26,000 plus $18,000 shipping and handling.  The recommended contract with Hill’s 
will save the Shelter approximately $26,000 per year. Additionally, the Hill’s Shelter Partnership 
Program requires shelters to provide one bag of food free of charge to each person adopting a dog or 
cat.  As part of the program, Hill’s provides five-pound bags of food to shelters for this purpose free of 
charge.  This equates to an additional $7,500 value to the Shelter per year.  

Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD): Hill’s is not certified with the City as an 
emerging/small business enterprise.  
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RESOLUTION NO. 2011-xxxx

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council 

December 13, 2011

AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR ANIMAL SHELTER PET FOOD

BACKGROUND

A. The City Animal Shelter (Shelter) has an ongoing requirement for pet food for the 
Shelter’s dogs and cats.

B. Hill’s Pet Nutrition, Inc. has extended an invitation to the Shelter to participate in 
its Shelter Partnership Program, which provides animal shelters with dog and cat 
food for only the cost of shipping and handling. The program, however, requires 
animal shelters to promote the product, including providing a link to Hill’s website 
on the shelter’s website, and give a sample free of charge to anyone adopting a 
dog or cat. During the term of the agreement, the shelter and the city agrees not 
to promote, display, distribute, endorse, or feed any pet food products other than 
Hill’s Science Diet and/or Hill’s Prescription Diet brand foods to the animals; with 
the exception that the Shelter may redistribute other brands of donated pet food 
products so long as such redistribution does not constitute direct or implied 
endorsement of such donated product.  Consequently, if the shelter or the city 
needs to purchase additional pet food, it must be Hill Science/Prescription, which 
in the future may require suspension of the city’s usual competitive bidding 
process. 

C. Hill’s Pet Nutrition, Inc. dog and cat food meets the nutritional needs of the 
Shelter’s dogs and cats and participating in the Shelter Partnership Program will 
save the Shelter approximately $26,000 per year in dog and cat food expense. 

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Hill’s Pet Nutrition, Inc. is awarded an initial one-year contract with two 
one-year renewal options for dog and cat food in a total amount not to 
exceed $60,000.  

Section 2. The City Manager or the City Manager’s designee is authorized to execute 
the contract specified above and to enter into such extensions provided 
that sufficient funds are available in the budget adopted for the applicable 
fiscal year(s).
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Section 3. Exhibit A is a part of this resolution.
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