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Meeting Date: 1/31/2012 Report Type: Consent

Title: Agreement: Lower American River Flow Management Standard EIR

Report ID: 2012-00045

Location: Citywide

Recommendation: Pass a Motion authorizing the City Manager, or his designee, to execute a 
Professional Services Agreement with CBEC, Inc. for an amount not to exceed $410,000 to assist with 
the development of the Environmental Impact Report necessary for the Water Forum Successor 
Effort's ongoing effort to update the lower American River Flow Management Standard.

Contact: Tom Gohring, Executive Director,(916) 808-1998, Kathy Howard, Administrative Analyst, 
(916) 808-1995, Department of Utilities

Presenter: None

Department: Department Of Utilities

Division: Metropolitan Water Planning

Dept ID: 14001051

Attachments:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1-Description/Analysis
2-Background
3-Contract With CBEC, Inc. 
_________________________________________________________________________
City Attorney Review

Approved as to Form
Joe Robinson
1/13/2012 5:31:11 PM

City Treasurer Review
Reviewed for Impact on Cash and Debt
Russell Fehr
1/4/2012 2:06:38 PM

Approvals/Acknowledgements

Department Director or Designee: Dave Brent - 1/13/2012 3:00:38 PM
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Description/Analysis 

Issue:  This report identifies the need for professional services for the City-
County Office of Metropolitan Water Planning (CCOMWP), which staffs and 
manages the Water Forum Successor Effort (WFSE).  The lower American River 
Flow Management Standard (FMS) update project is an essential element of the 
Water Forum Agreement (WFA).  If the proposed agreement is approved, cbec, 
inc. will provide technical services necessary to develop the Environmental 
Impact Report for the WFSE’s proposal to update the lower American River FMS.

Policy Considerations: This report is submitted in compliance with the policy 
direction provided by the Sacramento City Council and Sacramento County 
Board of Supervisors in forming the CCOMWP, approving its work plan, and 
supporting the efforts of the Water Forum (City Agreement 2001-005).

Environmental Considerations:  

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA):

Approval of this agreement will allow the environmental review required for the 
proposed Lower American River Flow Management Standard to be performed.

Sustainability Considerations: Approval of this agreement is consistent with 
the City of Sacramento’s Sustainability Master Plan Goals. Pursuit of a Flow 
Management Standard for the lower American River that is more protective of 
fisheries and aquatic resources is a fundamental element of the Water Forum 
Agreement, which is supported by the City’s Sustainability Goal No. 7 - Parks, 
Open Space and Habitat Conservation.

Commission/Committee Action: None

Rationale for Recommendation:  Funding for the Flow Management Standard EIR 
was approved with adoption of the FY 2011/12 CCOMWP budget.  Approval of this 
contract is consistent with the approved budget. CCOMWP staff developed a scope of 
work for the professional services needed for this effort and solicited Qualifications 
Statements from consulting firms. A selection committee reviewed the qualifications 
received and selected HDR|Surface Water Resources, Inc. as the top ranked firm to 
lead the project and prepare the EIR. cbec, inc. has been selected as a part of that 
project team.

Financial Considerations:  The agreement, which ends in December 2013, has a total 
not to exceed amount of $410,000.  There are sufficient resources budgeted in 
FY2011/12 for the first year of the proposed agreement in the CCOMWP fund (Fund 
7103) for the Water Forum Successor Effort (WFSE) and the Habitat Management 
Element fund (Fund 7104) for the Habitat Management Element (HME).  The WFSE
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and HME are funded by a cost share agreement among the City of Sacramento, County 
of Sacramento, and other cost share partners including the City of Roseville, City of 
Folsom, Placer County Water Agency, Sacramento Municipal Water District, San Juan 
Water District (Placer County Service Area), and the El Dorado County Water Agency. 
The City’s portion of this funding is provided from the Department of Utilities Water 
(Fund 6005), not the City’s General Fund.

Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD):  cbec, inc. hydrologic engineering
is not a certified ESBE.
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Background Information:

 The City and County of Sacramento created the City-County Office of 
Metropolitan Water Planning (CCOMWP) in 1991 to pursue a joint water planning 
effort in the greater Sacramento Metropolitan area.  

 In 1993, a diverse group of business and agricultural leaders, citizens groups, 
environmentalists, water managers, and local governments formed the 
Sacramento Area Water Forum.    

 In 1999, Water Forum members approved a comprehensive Water Forum 
Agreement (WFA) (City Agreement No. 1999-222).  The WFA consists of 
integrated actions necessary for providing a regional solution to water shortages, 
environmental damage, groundwater contamination, and limited economic 
prosperity.  

 The CCOMWP has been charged with staffing the effort to implement the WFA, 
known as the Water Forum Successor Effort (WFSE). 

 A revised flow standard that is more protective of the aquatic resources of the 
lower American River (LAR) is one of the WFA’s seven elements and critical to
meeting its co-equal objectives. These activities may include submittal of a 
petition to the State Water Resources Control Board by the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation, to add conditions to Reclamation’s Folsom Reservoir water right 
permits that provide for flow releases to the LAR in accordance with the 
proposed LAR Flow Management Standard.  In FY2011-2012 the CCOMWP, on 
behalf of the WFSE, will work on environmental documentation, including 
defining the scope of work and developing a project description and project 
alternatives.

 cbec, inc. hydrologic engineering has conducted previous technical analysis  
related to this project and has teamed with the lead consulting firm, HDR|Surface 
Water Resources, Inc., to provide specific unique modeling and analysis required 
for the EIR.  
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