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Description/Analysis

Issue: The East Drainage Canal Bike Trail Project will provide a Class I bicycle 
trail, which will complete the existing bike trail in accordance with the Bikeway 
Master Plan.  The transfer of funds is necessary for the design and construction 
of the project.

The environmental document and Project Report for the East Drainage Canal 
Bike Trail Project (K19006000) have been completed. Adopting the Mitigated 
Negative Declaration and the Mitigation Monitoring Program are necessary to 
move forward with the design phase of this project.

Policy Considerations: This project is in accordance with the City’s goals of 
promoting safety and enhancing livability and sustainability.

Environmental Considerations:  

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA):  The Initial Study 
prepared for the project determined that the proposed project is an 
anticipated project of the 2030 General Plan Master EIR, that the 
proposed project is consistent with the 2030 General Plan for the project 
site, that the discussions of cumulative impacts, growth-inducing impacts, 
and irreversible significant effects in the Master EIR are adequate for the 
proposed project, and that the proposed project would have additional 
significant environmental effects not previously examined in the Master 
EIR. A Mitigated Negative Declaration was prepared and circulated for 
public review for a 30-day period from October 17, 2011 to November 15, 
2011. 

One comment letter was received regarding the project during the public 
review period. The comment is generally related to jurisdictional agency 
requirements for water quality permits and not issues of the environmental 
document.  The comment letter received is provided in a separate 
attachment to the staff report (Attachment 3, Exhibit B). The comment 
raised does not change the environmental determination made in the 
Initial Study and draft Mitigated Negative Declaration. The Environmental 
Services Manager has determined that adoption of the Mitigated Negative 
Declaration and Mitigation Reporting Program are appropriate actions 
under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The Initial 
Study/Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration for the East Drainage Canal 
Bike Project is available at the Community Development Department’s 
webpage located at the following link: 

http://www.cityofsacramento.org/dsd/planning/environmental-review/eirs/

Sustainability Considerations: This project is consistent with
Sustainability Master Plan goals to help improve the health of residents by 
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promoting walking and bicycling and a healthier urban environment, 
reducing the dependence on the private automobile, reducing the use of 
fossil fuels, and helping to meet air quality standards. 

Other:  None.

Commission/Committee Action: None.

Rationale for Recommendation: The East Drainage Canal Bike Trail Project 
will improve safety and connectivity for bicyclists and pedestrians in the North 
Natomas area by closing a significant gap in the bikeway system.  Adoption of 
the Mitigated Negative Declaration and the Mitigation Reporting Program are 
necessary to proceed with this project.

Financial Considerations:  The East Drainage Canal Bike Trail Project has a cost of 
$820,000 and a current budget of $465,646, consisting of local funds from the North 
Natomas Financing Plan (NNFP). The transfer of additional NNFP funds in the amount 
of $354,354 into the project is needed to cover remaining project costs.  These funds 
are available by consolidating funds from bikeway segments that are a part of this 
project. 

There are no general funds planned or allocated for this project. 

Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD): None, since no goods or services 
are being procured with this action.
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Attachment 1

Background

The East Drainage Canal Bike Trail is located in the North Natomas area of 
Sacramento. The existing Class I bike trail runs adjacent to the west side of the East 
Drainage Canal with its southern terminus behind a business park, east of the 
intersection of Truxel Road and Natomas Crossing Drive. This project proposes to 
extend the bike trail to the south, which will close a gap in the bikeway system and 
provide a connection to the existing bike lanes at San Juan Road and Airport Road. 

The proposed trail will continue to run adjacent to the west side of the East Drainage 
Canal until it reaches Tanzanite Park and Sump 16.  At this location, the trail will 
connect to the existing maintenance road between Sump16 and Airport Road.  Use of 
the road will be shared between bicyclists/pedestrians and, occasionally, maintenance 
vehicles.  This proposed trail alignment is in accordance with the City’s Bikeway Master 
Plan.

This off-street trail is the top ranked alternative modes connectivity project in North 
Natomas. It is also listed as the No. 8 off-street bike trail priority in the current 
Transportation Programming Guide (TPG).  The project is being funded by the North 
Natomas Finance Plan (NNFP), which has funds specifically for bikeway improvements. 
The transfer of $354,354 of NNFP funds into the budget is needed to complete design 
and construction of the project. 

It is recommended that the additional NNFP funds come from a consolidation of funds 
from the following bikeway segments that are not likely to be constructed: 

 The River Basin segment is a bike trail that would run parallel to a sidewalk and a 
street with bike lanes. There are existing bike trails connecting to the ends of this 
segment in a way that makes this proposed bike trail redundant. 

 The C-1 Canal segment is a bike trail that would exist completely in 
unincorporated Sacramento County. The level of commitment from the County 
to implement this project is not evident. The alignment proposed for this bike trail 
has been built out with parking lots and loading docks. It is not clear whether or 
not it would ever be constructed. Additionally, if this project ever went forward, 
the cost would be much more than the estimated $329,900 due to the amount of 
right of way that would have to be acquired.

City DOT staff has performed an environmental assessment to satisfy CEQA 
requirements.  An Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) were 
prepared and circulated for comments.  One comment was received by the end of the 
comment period and is included in the attachments to this report. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council 

EAST DRAINAGE CANAL BIKE TRAIL PROJECT (K19006000)

BACKGROUND

A. The East Drainage Canal Bike Trail Project will extend the existing bike trail to the 
south, which will close a gap in the bikeway system and provide a connection to 
the existing bike lanes at San Juan Road and Airport Road.  The trail is in 
accordance with the City’s Bikeway Master Plan.  It is also listed as the No. 8 off-
street bike trail priority in the current Transportation Programming Guide (TPG).

B. This off-street trail is the top ranked alternative modes connectivity project in North 
Natomas. It is being funded by the North Natomas Finance Plan (NNFP), which 
has funds specifically for bikeway improvements.  The transfer of $354,354 of 
NNFP funds into the project is needed to complete design and construction of the 
project.

C. The East Drainage Canal Bike Trail Project has completed the environmental 
documents necessary to proceed with final design of the project.

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The FY11/12 Capital Improvement Program budget is amended by 
transferring $354,354 from North Natomas Finance Plan funds to the East 
Drainage Canal Bike Trail Project (K19006000).

Section 2. Exhibit A is hereby incorporated into and is a part of this Resolution.

Table of Contents:
Exhibit A: Map of East Drainage Canal Bike Trail Project
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RESOLUTION NO. 2012-

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council

ADOPTING THE MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION AND THE MITIGATION 
MONITORING PROGRAM FOR THE EAST DRAINAGE CANAL BIKE TRAIL 

PROJECT (K19006000)

BACKGROUND

On March 6, 2012, the City Council conducted a public hearing, for which notice was 
given pursuant Sacramento City Code Section 17.200.010(C)(1) and received and 
considered evidence concerning the East Drainage Canal Bike Trail.

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1.  The City Council finds as follows:

The Project initial study determined, based on substantial evidence, that the Project is 
an anticipated subsequent project identified and described in the  2030 General Plan 
Master EIR; that the Project is consistent with the 2030 General Plan land use 
designation and the permissible densities and intensities of use for the project site; that 
the discussions of cumulative impacts, growth inducing impacts, and irreversible 
significant effects in the Master EIR are adequate for the Project; and that the Project 
would have additional potentially significant environmental effects not previously 
examined in the Master EIR. Mitigation measures from the Master EIR were applied to 
the Project as appropriate, and revisions to the Project made by or agreed to by the 
Project applicant before the proposed mitigated negative declaration and initial study 
were released for public review were determined by City’s Environmental Planning 
Services to avoid or reduce the potentially significant effects to a less than significant 
level, and, therefore, there was no substantial evidence that the Project as revised and 
conditioned may have a significant effect on the environment.  A Mitigated Negative 
Declaration (MND) for the Project was then completed, noticed and circulated in 
accordance with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), 
the State CEQA Guidelines and the Sacramento Local Environmental Procedures as 
follows:

1. On October 17, 2011, a Notice of Intent to Adopt the MND (NOI) dated 
October 17, 2011 was circulated for public comments for 30 days. The NOI was sent to 
those public agencies that have jurisdiction by law with respect to the proposed project 
and to other interested parties and agencies, including property owners within 500 feet 
of the boundaries of the proposed project.  The comments of such persons and 
agencies were sought.  
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2. On October 17, 2011, the NOI was published in the Daily Recorder, a 
newspaper of general circulation, and the NOI was posted in the office of the 
Sacramento County Clerk.

Section 2. The City Council has reviewed and considered the information contained 
in the MND, including the initial study, the revisions and conditions incorporated into the 
Project, and the comments received during the public review process and the hearing 
on the Project.  The City Council has determined that the MND constitutes an adequate, 
accurate, objective and complete review of the environmental effects of the proposed 
project.

Section 3. Based on its review of the MND and on the basis of the whole record, the 
City Council finds that the MND reflects the City Council’s independent judgment and 
analysis and that there is no substantial evidence that the Project will have a significant 
effect on the environment.  

Section 4. The City Council adopts the MND for the Project.

Section 5. Pursuant to CEQA section 21081.6 and CEQA Guidelines section 15074, 
and in support of its approval of the Project, the City Council adopts a Mitigation 
Reporting Program to require all reasonably feasible mitigation measures, including 
mitigation measures from the Master EIR as appropriate, be implemented by means of 
Project conditions, agreements, or other measures, as set forth in the Mitigation 
Monitoring Program.

Section 6. Upon approval of the Project, the City’s Environmental Planning Services 
shall file or cause to be filed a Notice of Determination with the Sacramento County 
Clerk and, if the project requires a discretionary approval from any state agency, with 
the State Office of Planning and Research, pursuant to section 21152(a) of the Public 
Resources Code and section 15075 of the State EIR Guidelines adopted pursuant 
thereto.

Section 10. Pursuant to Guidelines section 15091(e), the documents and other 
materials that constitute the record of proceedings upon which the City Council has 
based its decision are located in and may be obtained from, the Office of the City Clerk 
at 915 I Street, Sacramento, California.  The City Clerk is the custodian of records for all 
matters before the City Council.

Table of Contents:
Exhibit A: Mitigation Negative Declaration
Exhibit B: Comment Letter
Exhibit C: Mitigation Reporting Program
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EAST DRAINAGE CANAL BIKE TRAIL PROJECT (K19006000)
MITIGATION REPORTING PROGRAM

1

East Drainage Canal Bike Trail Project 
Mitigation Reporting Program

In January 1989, Assembly Bill 3180 went into effect requiring the City to monitor all mitigation measures 
applicable to this project and included in the Mitigated Negative Declaration. For this project, mitigation 
reporting will be performed by the City of Sacramento Department of Transportation in accordance with 
the monitoring and reporting program developed by the City to implement AB 3180.

This Mitigation Reporting Program is being prepared for the Community Development Department, 
Environmental Planning Services, 300 Richards Boulevard, 3rd Floor, Sacramento, CA 95811, pursuant 
to the California Environmental Quality Guidelines, Section 21081.

Project Number: K19006000

Project Name: East Drainage Canal Bike Trail

Project Location: North Natomas Community Plan Area, between the end of the existing East Drainage 
Canal bike trail (near the intersection of Truxel Road and Natomas Crossing Drive) and Airport Road.

Project Description: The objective of this project is to provide a Class I bike facility that will improve the 
connectivity of the bikeways in the North Natomas area, in accordance with the 2010 Bikeway Master 
Plan. The proposed improvements consist of constructing approximately 4,475 feet of asphalt concrete 
(AC) bike trail. The bike trail would be 12’ wide with 2’ shoulders on each side, consisting of 6” AC over 
12” aggregate base (AB) with geotextile fabric, requiring excavation of about 18”. The shoulders would 
be 12” AB.

The remainder of the bike trail would be a shared use with Department of Utilities’ existing concrete 
maintenance road (adjacent to Tanzanite Park) between Sump No. 16 and Airport Road. The existing 
road is 12’ wide. Approximately 300 feet of the concrete road would be repaired. The project proposes a 
section of 6” concrete over 12” AB with either welded wire fabric or rebar to prevent cracking in the 
future.

In addition to the new bike trail segments, signing and striping would be installed, as well as modifying 
the gate at the maintenance road access at Airport Road to improve accessibility. Access to the bike trail 
would be provided from existing bike trail segments and city rights-of-way. No work would be required in 
the roadway to construct the proposed improvements. Construction is anticipated to be completed by 
summer 2012.

.
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EAST DRAINAGE CANAL BIKE TRAIL PROJECT (K19006000)
MITIGATION REPORTING PROGRAM

2

MITIGATION REPORTING PROGRAM CHECKLIST FOR THE 
EAST DRAINAGE CANAL BIKE TRAIL PROJECT (K19006000)

Mitigation Measure
Reporting 
Milestone

Reporting / 
Responsible

Party

VERIFICATION OF 
COMPLIANCE

Initials Date

Air Quality

Mitigation Measure AQ-1. General Plan Policy ER 6.1.8 - Development Near TAC 
Sources:  The City shall ensure that new development with sensitive uses located 
adjacent to toxic air contaminant sources, as identified by the California Air Resources 
Board (CARB), reduces potential health risks. In its review of these projects, the City 
shall consider current guidance provided by and consult with the CARB and the 
Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District.

AQ-2. Water all exposed surfaces two times daily. Exposed surfaces include, but are 
not limited to soil piles, graded areas, unpaved parking areas, staging areas, and 
access roads.

AQ-3. Cover or maintain at least two feet of free board space on haul trucks 
transporting soil, sand, or other loose material on the site. Any haul trucks that 
would be traveling along freeways or major roadways should be covered.

AQ-4. Use wet power vacuum street sweepers to remove any visible track out mud or 
dirt onto adjacent public roads at least once a day. Use of dry power sweeping is 
prohibited.

AQ-5. Limit vehicle speeds on unpaved roads to 15 miles per hour (mph).

AQ-6. All roadways, driveways, sidewalks, parking lots to be paved should be 
completed as soon as possible. In addition, building pads should be laid as soon 
as possible after grading unless seeding or soil binders are used.

AQ-7. Minimize idling time either by shutting equipment off when not in use or reducing 
the time of idling to 5 minutes [required by California Code of Regulations, Title 
13, sections 2449(d)(3) and 2485]. Provide clear signage that posts this 
requirement for workers at the entrances to the site.

During 
construction

Mitigation 
measures shall 
be included in all 
construction 
documents for 
implementation 
during 
construction.

City of 
Sacramento 
Department of 
Transportation

and 

Contractor
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EAST DRAINAGE CANAL BIKE TRAIL PROJECT (K19006000)
MITIGATION REPORTING PROGRAM

3

Mitigation Measure
Reporting 
Milestone

Reporting / 
Responsible

Party

VERIFICATION OF 
COMPLIANCE

Initials Date

AQ-8. Maintain all construction equipment in proper working condition according to 
manufacturer’s specifications. The equipment must be checked by a certified 
mechanic and determine to be running in proper condition before it is operated.

Biological Resources

BIO-1- General Plan Policy ER 2.1.10 - Habitat Assessments:  The City shall 
consider the potential impact on sensitive plants and for each project requiring 
discretionary approval and shall require preconstruction surveys and/or habitat 
assessments for sensitive plant and wildlife species. If the preconstruction survey and/or 
habitat assessment determines that suitable habitat for sensitive plant and/or wildlife 
species is present, then either (1) protocol-level or industry recognized (if no protocol 
has been established) surveys shall be conducted; or (2) presence of the species shall 
be assumed to occur in suitable habitat on the project site. Survey Reports shall be 
prepared and submitted to the City and the CDFG or USFWS (depending on the 
species) for further consultation and development of avoidance and/or mitigation 
measures consistent with state and federal law.

BIO-2. General Plan Policy ER 2.1.5 - Riparian Habitat Integrity:  The City shall 
preserve the ecological integrity of creek corridors, canals, and drainage ditches that 
support riparian resources by preserving native plants and, to the extent feasible, 
removing invasive, non-native plants.  If not feasible, adverse impacts on riparian habitat 
shall be mitigated by the preservation and/or restoration of this habitat at a 1:1 ratio, in 
perpetuity.

BIO-3. General Plan Policy ER 2.1.6 – Wetland Protection:  The City shall preserve 
and protect wetland resources including creeks, rivers, ponds, marshes, vernal pools, 
and other seasonal wetland, to the extent feasible.  If not feasible, the mitigation of all 
adverse impacts on wetland resources shall be required in compliance with State and 
Federal regulations protecting wetland resources, and if applicable, threatened or 
endangered species.  Additionally, the City may require either on- or off-site permanent 
preservation of an equivalent amount of wetland habitat to ensure no-net-loss of value 

Prior to and 
during 
construction –

Mitigation 
measures shall 
be included in all
construction 
documents for 
implementation 
during 
construction.

City of 
Sacramento 
Department of 
Transportation

and 

CDFG or 
USFWS 
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EAST DRAINAGE CANAL BIKE TRAIL PROJECT (K19006000)
MITIGATION REPORTING PROGRAM

4

Mitigation Measure
Reporting 
Milestone

Reporting / 
Responsible

Party

VERIFICATION OF 
COMPLIANCE

Initials Date

and/or function.

BIO-4. General Plan Policy ER 2.1.10 - Habitat Assessments:  The City shall 
consider the potential impact on sensitive plants and for each project requiring 
discretionary approval and shall require preconstruction surveys and/or habitat 
assessments for sensitive plant and wildlife species. If the preconstruction survey and/or 
habitat assessment determines that suitable habitat for sensitive plant and/or wildlife 
species is present, then either (1) protocol-level or industry recognized (if no protocol 
has been established) surveys shall be conducted; or (2) presence of the species shall 
be assumed to occur in suitable habitat on the project site. Survey Reports shall be 
prepared and submitted to the City and the CDFG or USFWS (depending on the 
species) for further consultation and development of avoidance and/or mitigation 
measures consistent with state and federal law.

BIO-5. All construction activities that involve ground disturbance shall be restricted to the 
period of May 1 through September 30. This is the active period for giant garter snakes
and they are expected to avoid danger during this time.

BIO-6. A preconstruction survey shall be completed by a qualified biologist approved by 
the USFWS no more than 24 hours prior to the onset of construction (site preparation, 
grading). Another such survey shall be completed if construction stops for a period of two
or more weeks.

BIO-7. Clearing shall be confined to the minimum area necessary to facilitate
construction. All giant garter snake habitat outside of construction areas shall be flagged
as an environmentally sensitive area. These areas shall be avoided by all construction
personnel.

BIO-8. Construction personnel shall receive USFWS-approved environmental
awareness training instructing workers on how to identify giant garter snakes and their
habitats, and what to do if a giant garter snake is encountered during construction
activities. During this training an onsite biological monitor shall be designated. While not
specified in the NBHCP, FWS requires the biological monitor to be present during all
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MITIGATION REPORTING PROGRAM

5

Mitigation Measure
Reporting 
Milestone

Reporting / 
Responsible

Party

VERIFICATION OF 
COMPLIANCE

Initials Date

construction activities (K. Berry pers. comm.) to ensure that that no GGS are harmed by
foot, vehicle, and equipment activities. The biological monitor shall be responsible for
preparing the compliance monitoring report specified in section 4.10 below, pursuant to
NBHCP sections E.1.b. and c, Chapters V1.E.1.b and V1.E.1c.

BIO-9. If a live giant garter snake is found during construction activities, the USFWS and 
the biological monitor shall immediately be notified. The biological monitor, or his/her
assignee, shall stop construction and follow guidance specified in NBHCP section
V.A.5.a.(7).

BIO-10. Upon locating dead, injured, or sick federally listed wildlife, the permittees or
their designated agents must notify within one working day the Service’s Division of Law 
Enforcement (2800 Cottage Way, Sacramento CA 95825) or the Sacramento Fish and
Wildlife Office (2800 Cottage Way, Room W-2605, Sacramento, CA 95825, telephone
916 414-6600). Written notification to both offices must be made within three calendar
days and must include the date, time, and location of the finding of a specimen and any
other pertinent information.

BIO-11. Fill or construction debris may be used by giant garter snakes as over-wintering 
sites. Upon completion of construction activities, all temporary fill and/or construction
debris shall be removed from the site. If this material is situated near undisturbed giant
garter snake habitat and is to be removed between October 1 and April 30, it shall be
inspected by a qualified biologist to assure that giant garter snakes are not using it as
hibernaculae.

BIO-12. No plastic, monofilament, jute, or similar erosion-control matting that could 
entangle snakes will be placed on a project site when working within 200 feet of aquatic
or rice habitat. Possible substitutions include coconut coir matting, tackified hydroseeding
compounds, or other material approved by wildlife agencies.

BIO-13. While not specified in the NBHCP, we recommend posting educational signs 
along the trail about giant garter snakes to educate the public about the species’ possible
presence and encourage avoidance of bicycle or pedestrian encounters. Additionally, 
speed limits could be recommended.
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6

Mitigation Measure
Reporting 
Milestone

Reporting / 
Responsible

Party

VERIFICATION OF 
COMPLIANCE

Initials Date

BIO-14. Prior to the construction, a preconstruction survey shall be completed to 
determine whether any active Swainson’s hawk nest sites occur within 0.5 mile of the 
construction site. These surveys shall be conducted according to the Swainson’s Hawk 
Technical Advisory Committee’s (May 31, 2000) methodology, or updated
methodologies, as approved by the CDFG, using experienced Swainson’s hawk
surveyors.

BIO-15. If breeding Swainson’s hawks (i.e., birds exhibiting nest-building or nesting 
behavior) are identified, no new disturbances (e.g., heavy equipment operation
associated with construction) will occur within 0.5 mile between March 15 and September
15, or until a CDFG-approved biologist has determined that young have fledged or that
the nest is no longer occupied. If the active nest site is located within 0.25 mile of existing
urban development, the no-new-disturbance zone can be limited to 0.25 mile.

BIO-16. Where disturbance of a Swainson’s hawk nest cannot be avoided, such 
disturbance shall be temporarily avoided (i.e., construction activities deferred until after
the nesting season) and then, if unavoidable, the nest tree may be destroyed during the
non-nesting season. For purposes of this provision the Swainson's hawk nesting season
is defined as March 15 to September 15. If a nest tree (any tree that has an active nest in
the year the impact is to occur) must be removed, tree removal shall only occur between
September 15 and February 1.

BIO-17. If a Swainson’s hawk nest tree is to be removed and fledglings are present, the 
tree may not be removed until September 15 or until the California Department of Fish 
and Game has determined that the young have fledged and are no longer dependent
upon the nest tree.

BIO-18. If construction or other project-related activities that may cause nest
abandonment or forced fledging are proposed within the 0.25–0.5-mile buffer zone,
intensive monitoring (funded by the project sponsor) by a CDFG-approved raptor
biologist will be required. Exact implementation of this measure will be based on specific 
information at the project site.
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Mitigation Measure
Reporting 
Milestone

Reporting / 
Responsible

Party

VERIFICATION OF 
COMPLIANCE

Initials Date

BIO-19. A CDFG-approved biologist shall perform a preconstruction survey of the site
for burrowing owls. The results of the preconstruction survey shall be submitted to the
land-use agency with jurisdiction over the site prior to construction and a mitigation
program shall be developed if necessary.

BIO-20. Occupied burrows shall not be disturbed during the nesting season (February 1 
through August 31) unless an approved biologist verifies through non-invasive measures
that either: a) the birds have not begun egg-laying and incubation; or b) that juveniles
from the occupied burrows are foraging independently and are capable of independent
survival.

BIO-21. If nest sites are found, CDFG shall be contacted regarding suitable mitigation 
measures, as specified in the NBHCP, which could include establishing a non-
disturbance buffer zone or passive relocation. Follow specific guidance in the NBHCP.

BIO-22. Where avoidance is not possible, disturbance and/or destruction of burrows
shall be offset through development of suitable habitat on TNBC upland reserves. Such
habitat shall include creation of new burrows with adequate foraging area.

BIO-23. No specific guidance on the methods of the preconstruction survey are provided
in the HCP; however, it is assumed for this project that the preconstruction survey will
follow methods provided by either CDFG (CDFG 1995 or newer) or the Burrowing Owl
Consortium (Burrowing Owl Consortium 1993).

BIO-24. A preconstruction survey shall be conducted for presence of breeding and 
nesting tricolored blackbirds. If surveys determine tricolored blackbirds are present, the
following measures shall be implemented in accordance with the Migratory Bird Treaty
Act to avoid disturbance to active (occupied) nesting colonies. A boundary shall be 
marked by brightly colored construction fencing that establishes a buffer zone of 500 feet
from the active nest site. No construction-related disturbance shall occur within the 500-
foot fenced area during the nesting season to July 1, or while birds are present. A
qualified biologist must determine young have fledged and nest sites are no longer active
before the nest site may be disturbed.
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BIO-25. A preconstruction survey shall be conducted. If surveys identify an active 
loggerhead shrike nest that will be adversely affected, the developer shall install brightly
colored construction fencing that establishes a boundary 100 feet from the active nest.
No disturbance associated with construction shall occur within the 100- foot fenced area
during the nesting season of March 1 through July 31. A qualified biologist must
determine that young have fledged or that the nest is no longer occupied prior to
disturbance of the nest site.

BIO-26. A preconstruction survey shall be required. If a survey determines the presence
of California tiger salamander, the land-use agency shall consult with the USFWS to
determine appropriate measures to avoid and minimize take of individuals.

BIO-27. No guidance is provided on the type of preconstruction survey or the
qualifications of the surveyor, but for purposes of this project we recommend that an
agency-approved biologist conduct a single visit to search for migrating adults on a rainy
night in November or December of the winter before construction. Construction is
currently scheduled for summer of 2012, so this survey should be conducted in 
November or December of 2011.
BIO-28. A preconstruction survey for nesting birds shall be performed by a qualified
biologist prior to construction, within the project area and a 300-foot buffer area, not more 
than two weeks prior to construction and preferably less than one week, for all birds not
named above. If active nests are found, a no-disturbance buffer zone of

100 to 300 feet shall be established around them according to an agency-approved
biologist’s assessment of the species’ sensitivity to disturbance. Within this buffer zone,
no construction activity will be allowed until August 31 or the biologist determines that the
nest is no longer active.

BIO-29. In compliance with section V of the NBHCP, the nesting-bird survey should also
include a search of suitable habitats within 0.25 miles for nesting white-faced ibis. No
construction shall take place within 0.25 mile of nesting white-faced ibis between May 15
and August 31 or until the biologist has determined that the young have fledged.
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Cultural Resouces

CR-1. In the event that any prehistoric subsurface archeological features or deposits, 
including locally darkened soil ("midden"), that could conceal cultural deposits, animal 
bone, obsidian and/or mortars are discovered during construction-related earth-moving 
activities, all work within 50 meters of the resources shall be halted, and the City shall 
consult with a qualified archeologist to assess the significance of the find.  Archeological 
test excavations shall be conducted by a qualified archeologist to aid in determining the 
nature and integrity of the find.  If the find is determined to be significant by the qualified 
archeologist, representatives of the City and the qualified archeologist shall coordinate 
to determine the appropriate course of action.  All significant cultural materials recovered 
shall be subject to scientific analysis and professional museum curation. In addition, a 
report shall be prepared by the qualified archeologist according to current professional 
standards.

CR-2. If a Native American site is discovered, the evaluation process shall include 
consultation with the appropriate Native American representatives.

If Native American archeological, ethnographic, or spiritual resources are involved, all 
identification and treatment shall be conducted by qualified archeologists, who are 
certified by the Society of Professional Archeologists (SOPA) and/or meet the federal 
standards as stated in the Code of Federal Regulations (36 CFR 61), and Native 
American representatives, who are approved by the local Native American community 
as scholars of the cultural traditions.

In the event that no such Native American is available, persons who represent tribal 
governments and/or organizations in the locale in which resources could be affected 
shall be consulted.  If historic archeological sites are involved, all identified treatment is 
to be carried out by qualified historical archeologists, who shall meet either Register of 
Professional Archeologists (RPA), or 36 CFR 61 requirements.

CR-3. If a human bone or bone of unknown origin is found during construction, all work 
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shall stop in the vicinity of the find, and the County Coroner shall be contacted 
immediately.  If the remains are determined to be Native American, the coroner shall 
notify the Native American Heritage Commission, who shall notify the person most likely 
believed to be a descendant.  The most likely descendant shall work with the contractor 
to develop a program for re-internment of the human remains and any associated 
artifacts.  No additional work is to take place within the immediate vicinity of the find until 
the identified appropriate actions have taken place.

Light and Glare

Master EIR Mitigation Measure 6.13-1: The City shall amend the Zoning Code to 
prohibit new development from:

1) using reflective glass that exceeds 50 percent of any building surface and on 
the ground three floors:

2) using mirrored glass;
3) using black glass that exceeds 25 percent of any surface of a building; and,
4) using metal building materials that exceed 50 percent of any street-facing 

surface of a primarily residential building. 

The Zoning Code has not yet been amended to include the restrictions identified in 
Mitigation Measure 6.13-1. The restrictions will be applied to the project, if applicable, to 
ensure that the potential impact identified in the Master EIR is less than significant.
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