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Meeting Date: 3/27/2012 Report Type: Consent

Title: Agreement:  Rio Tierra Baseball Fields Renovation project (L19270000)

Report ID: 2012-00271

Location: 3201 Northstead Drive ,District 3

Recommendation: Pass a Motion:  1) authorizing the City Manager, or City Manager’s designee, to 
execute a Memorandum of Understanding between the City of Sacramento and Twin Rivers Unified 
School District; 2) establishing a new capital project for the Rio Tierra Baseball Fields Renovation 
project; and 3) appropriating $1,300,000 from the South Natomas Community Infrastructure Fund 
(SNCIF) to the project.

Contact: Tim Hopper, Administrative Officer, (916) 808-8173; J.P. Tindell, Park Planning & 
Development Manager, (916) 808-1955, Department of Parks and Recreation

Presenter: None

Department: Parks & Recreation Department

Division: Park Development Services

Dept ID: 19001121

Attachments:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1-Description/Analysis
2-Background
3-Location Map
4-Memorandum of Understanding with Twin Rivers Unified School District
_________________________________________________________________________
City Attorney Review
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City Treasurer Review
Reviewed for Impact on Cash and Debt
Russell Fehr
3/5/2012 3:29:13 PM

Approvals/Acknowledgements
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Description/Analysis 

Issue: Rio Tierra Junior High School (Rio Tierra) is owned and operated by the Twin 

Rivers Unified School District (District) and is located at 3201 Northstead Drive in the 

South Natomas Community Plan Area (PA9).  Rio Tierra currently has seven 

baseball fields which were developed with assistance from the Natomas Youth 

Baseball (NYB) organization. These fields are used by Rio Tierra students during 

school hours and by NYB teams after school hours.  The fields are in poor condition 

and need to be renovated.  

The City has $1,300,000 in SNCIF funds to contribute towards the cost of the Rio 

Tierra Baseball Fields Renovation project.  The District has no available funding to 

assist in the costs of the project but will work with NYB to seek additional funding 

and donated labor to complete the project if the City’s contribution is insufficient to 

cover all of the project costs. Use of the SNCIF funds to improve the baseball fields 

will benefit the South Natomas residents whose children attend Rio Tierra and 

participate in NYB leagues.  

Attached is a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the City and the 

District outlining the terms and conditions for the Rio Tierra Baseball Fields 

Renovation project.  Per the terms and conditions of the MOU, the District will be 

responsible for the design, construction, operation and maintenance of the baseball 

fields at Rio Tierra.  In consideration for the City funding, the District will permit use 

of these fields during nonschool hours by the general public for a period of not less 

than 10 years.  The District may provide NYB with the first right to reserve the fields 

for use by its teams for scheduled baseball games and practices.

Staff is requesting City Council authorize the City Manager, or City Manager’s 

designee, to execute the Memorandum of Understanding, establish a new capital 

improvement project, and appropriate $1,300,000 in SNCIF funds to the project.

Policy Considerations: The Memorandum of Understanding is consistent with the 

City’s strategic plan to enhance livability in Sacramento’s neighborhoods with park, 

recreation, and trail facilities throughout the City.

Pursuant to City Council Resolution 2011-391, Section 10.2, City Council approval

is required to establish Capital Improvement Program (CIP) projects, and per 

Section 10.10, City Council approval is required to make appropriations exceeding 

$100,000.  
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Funds in the South Natomas Community Infrastructure Fund (SNCIF), Fund 2020, 

are available for capital improvement projects located within the South Natomas 

Community Plan Area (PA9).  Any use of SNCIF funds are to be approved by City 

Council.

Environmental Considerations:

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): The Environmental Services 

Manager has determined that the proposed project is exempt from environmental 

review under section 15302(c)) of the CEQA Guidelines (Title 14 Cal. Code Reg. 

§ 15000 et seq.), which permits replacement of existing facilities involving 

negligible or no expansion of use. 

Sustainability:  The Rio Tierra Baseball Fields Renovation project will include 

water efficient irrigation and drainage.

Commission/Committee Action: Not applicable.

Rationale for Recommendation: In April of 2007, the City entered into a 

Memorandum of Understanding and a Lease Agreement with Natomas Youth 

Baseball to provide SNCIF funds for the construction of the Natomas Baseball 

Complex on City property in South Natomas referred to as “Opus Fields.”  Due to the 

inability to secure additional funding for development of this complex, the MOU 

expired and the City and NYB mutually agreed to terminate the Lease Agreement in 

April 2011.    

The Memorandum of Understanding between the City and District would allow the 

renovation of the existing baseball fields at Rio Tierra Junior High School and would 

serve the residents and baseball playing youth within South Natomas. 

Financial Considerations: The South Natomas Community Infrastructure Fund, 

Fund 2020, was established from the June 2002 bond proceeds and the funds are 

available for use in the South Natomas Community Plan Area (PA9) for capital 

improvement projects.   Any use of SNCIF funds are to be approved by City Council.  

The City has agreed to contribute $1,300,000 in SNCIF funds towards the cost of the 

Rio Tierra Baseball Fields Renovation project.  The District has no available funding 

to assist in the costs of the project but will work with NYB to seek additional funding 

and donated labor to complete the project if the City’s contribution is insufficient to 

cover all of the project costs.  

3 of 20



Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD): No goods or services are being 

purchased as a result of this report.
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Background:

Twin Rivers Unified School District (District) owns and operates the Rio Tierra Junior High 

School (Rio Tierra) located at 3201 Northstead Drive (Assessor Parcel Number 262-0140-012) 

on an approximate 25-acre parcel of land located in the South Natomas Community Plan Area 

(PA9) within the City of Sacramento.  Rio Tierra serves students in the 6th through 8th grades.

In April of 2007, the City entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and a Lease 

Agreement with Natomas Youth Baseball (NYB) to provide funds from the South Natomas 

Community Infrastructure Fund for the construction of the Natomas Baseball Complex on City 

property in South Natomas referred to as “Opus Fields.”  Due to the inability to secure 

additional funding for development of this complex, the MOU expired and the City and NYB 

mutually agreed to terminate the Lease Agreement in April 2011.

Rio Tierra currently has seven baseball fields which were developed with assistance from 

NYB. These fields are used by Rio Tierra students during school hours and by NYB teams 

after school hours.  These fields are in poor condition and need to be renovated.  The City 

desires to provide SNCIF funding to the District for its use in improving these existing 

playfields.  Use of the SNCIF funds to improve the baseball fields will benefit the South 

Natomas residents whose children attend Rio Tierra and participate in NYB leagues.  In 

consideration for the City funding, the District will permit use of these fields during nonschool 

hours by the general public for a period of not less than 10 years.  The District may provide 

NYB with the first right to reserve the fields for use by its teams for scheduled baseball games 

and practices.

The project scope for renovation of these fields would include new irrigation and drainage, new 

turf, backstops and fencing, and related equipment.  

The District will prepare the Improvement Plan for the project to determine the scope of work in 

order to estimate the project costs, develop a project budget, and prepare the plans and 

specifications, as defined below.  The improvement plan, project costs, project budget, and the 

plans and specifications shall be subject to review and approval by the Director of Parks and 

Recreation or designee.   
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