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Description/Analysis 

Issue: Sacramento County and 16 other jurisdictions, including the City, prepared the Local 

Hazard Mitigation Plan (Plan) update to the 2005 Sacramento County Multi-Hazard 

Mitigation Plan approved by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). The 

City of Sacramento, Department of Utilities and the County of Sacramento, Department of 

Water Resources acted as the lead agencies for the update of the Plan. The purpose of 

the Plan is to guide hazard mitigation planning to protect people and property from the 

effects of hazard events. The Plan was developed, among other things, to ensure 

continued eligibility for certain federal grants and earn points for the National Flood 

Insurance Program’s Community Rating System, which provides lower flood insurance 

rates to City residents.

The Plan was submitted to California Emergency Management Agency (CalEMA) and 

FEMA and has been tentatively approved, pending formal adoption by the City. This is a 

county-wide plan and each of the 16 participating jurisdictions may also adopt the Plan. 

Adoption of the attached resolution by the City would approve the Plan and allow for final 

acceptance by FEMA.

Policy Considerations: This report’s recommendation is consistent with the City’s Strategic 

Plan goals of improving and expanding public safety and achieving sustainability and 

livability.

Environmental Considerations: Adoption of the Plan is exempt from the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) because general policy and procedure making of this 

nature does not constitute a “project” that is subject to environmental review (CEQA 

Guidelines Section 15378(b)(2)).

Sustainability: The Plan is consistent with the City’s Sustainability Master Plan goals to reduce 

flood risk.

Commission/Committee Action: None

Rationale for Recommendation: The adoption of the Plan is necessary in order to receive any 

FEMA grants and continued participation in FEMA’s Community Rating System program. 

The Community Rating System program provides City residents with discounted flood 

insurance rates.

Financial Considerations: Adoption of the Plan will not result in any additional fiscal impact. 

Development of the Plan was previously funded by a FEMA grant and local cost sharing; 

the City’s half of the local cost share was $24,500. 

Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD): None
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Background

On June 10, 2010, the Council adopted Resolution 2010-315 that authorized City staff 
to participate on a Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee (HMPC) to update the 
Sacramento County Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (Plan).

The HMPC was compromised of various agencies including the County, cities, law 
enforcement, fire, flood control and reclamation districts, the public and other authorized 
governing bodies within the County. 

The City of Sacramento, Department of Utilities and the County of Sacramento, 
Department of Water Resources were the lead agencies for the update of the Plan. 
Funded by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) grant and local shares 
from the City and County, a consultant firm, AMEC Earth and Environmental, Inc., was 
hired to update the Plan.

Key to the development of the Plan was the gathering of existing information and 
studies from participating agencies that address potential disasters, and then 
condensing this information into this multi-jurisdictional plan. General public review and 
comment of the draft versions of the Plan was also critical to the successful completion 
of the Plan.   

The Plan sets goals and addresses methods to mitigate different types of disasters 
including flood, levee and dam failure, severe weather, agricultural hazards, bird strikes, 
drought, earthquake, landslide, subsidence, volcano, and wildfire and recommends 
specific implementation activities for all agencies involved.

The Plan recommends that the City implement the following:

 Integrate the Plan into the Safety Element of the General Plan
 Update the flood emergency plan to be consistent with the Central Valley Flood 

Protection Plan (CVFPP)
 Update the General Plan to include the requirements of the CVFPP
 Conduct evaluation and hazard mitigation of critical facilities in identified hazard 

areas
 Update the critical facilities identified in the Plan with the City’s GIS group to support 

emergency management efforts
 Perform hydraulic study on Historic Magpie Creek
 Coordinate with Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency (SAFCA), California 

Department of Water Resources, Army Corps of Engineers, County of Sacramento 
on proposed flood control projects on Magpie Creek

 Construct South Sacramento Streams Group (SSSG) Projects – UPPR flood wall
and widening of Unionhouse Creek

 Coordinate with SAFCA on the completion of the SSSG projects to get 100-year 
flood level protection

 Coordinate with SAFCA on the completion of the construction of the Natomas Levee 
Improvement Project
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 Retrofit Repetitive Loss properties
 Adopt additional floodplain development standards
 Perform an outreach campaign for Preferred Risk Policy Flood Insurance 
 Conduct a Community Rating System Public Information Pilot Program
 Construct drainage projects to protect repetitive loss properties
 Construct drainage projects from the City’s Priority Drainage Project List
 FEMA Letter of Map Revision for the South Sacramento Streams Group
 Fuels reduction in the American River Parkway

On April 11, 2012, FEMA approved the Plan contingent upon official adoption by the 
City.  A copy of the Executive Summary is attached. The rest of the Plan is available at 
http://www.msa2.saccounty.net/dwr/Pages/Reports-DMA.aspx.
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RESOLUTION NO. 

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council

ADOPTION OF THE 
2011 SACRAMENTO COUNTY LOCAL HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN

BACKGROUND

A. Natural hazards pose a threat to people and property within the City. Developing a 
Sacramento County Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (Plan) that will reduce the potential 
for harm to people and property from future hazard occurrences is important.

B. A hazard mitigation planning process was undertaken to update the 2005 Plan 
through a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) grant and local match 
from the City and County of Sacramento.

C. Adoption of the 2011 Plan update is required as a condition of funding through 
FEMA’s grant programs and participation in FEMA’s Community Rating System 
program, which gives discounted flood insurance rates to City residents.

D. The City fully participated in FEMA’s mitigation planning process to prepare this 
Plan.

E. On April 11, 2012, FEMA approved the Plan contingent upon official adoption by the 
City.  

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The City Council adopts the 2011 Sacramento County Local Hazard 
Mitigation Plan as an official plan.
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