
Sandra Talbott, Interim City Attorney Shirley Concolino, City Clerk Russell Fehr, City Treasurer
John F. Shirey, City Manager

City of Sacramento
City Council

915 I Street, Sacramento, CA, 95814
www.CityofSacramento.org

Meeting Date: 8/21/2012 Report Type: Consent

Title: FY2012/13-FY2013/14 Source Water Protection Consultation Services

Report ID: 2012-00686

Location: Citywide

Recommendation: Pass a Motion authorizing the City Manager or City Manager’s designee  to
execute a professional services agreement with Starr Consulting to provide source water protection 
consultation services for the two year period of FY2012/2013 and FY2013/2014, for an amount not to 
exceed $139,410.

Contact: Bill Busath, Interim Engineering Manager, (916) 808-1434; Sherill Huun, Supervising 
Engineer, (916) 808-1455, Department of Utilities

Presenter: None

Department: Department Of Utilities

Division: Engineering Administration

Dept ID: 14001311

Attachments:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1-  Description/Analysis
2 - Background
3 - Exhibit A - Agreement

_________________________________________________________________________
City Attorney Review

Approved as to Form
Joe Robinson
8/10/2012 4:28:41 PM

City Treasurer Review
Reviewed for Impact on Cash and Debt
Russell Fehr
8/2/2012 4:03:34 PM

Approvals/Acknowledgements

Department Director or Designee: Jamille Moens - 8/8/2012 1:29:29 PM
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Description/Analysis 

Issue: Starr Consulting has been selected through a RFQ process to provide source water 
protection consultation services for FY2012/13 and FY2013/14 for the City’s Sacramento 
and American River source water protection programs, including several regional projects 
in partnership with other water utilities.  Starr Consulting will provide expert support on 
various subjects including Aerojet discharges in the lower American River watershed, 
programs to help ensure protection of the water supply from spills to the rivers and their 
tributary streams, and agricultural discharges to the Sacramento River.  

Policy Considerations: Completion of the tasks in the agreement is essential to support the 
following utilities and environmental resources goals of the City’s 2030 General Plan:

1. Provide water supply facilities to meet future growth within the City’s Place of Use and assure 
a high-quality and reliable supply of water to existing and future residents.

2. Protect local watersheds, water bodies and groundwater resources, including creeks, 
reservoirs, the Sacramento and American Rivers, and their shorelines.

Economic Impacts: None

Environmental Considerations:

The Community Development Department, Environmental Planning Services Division has reviewed 

this project and determined that this is not a project under the provisions of the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), CEQA Guidelines Section 15378, as the project is an ongoing 

administrative activity.

Sustainability: Conducting the Sacramento River and American River source water protection 
programs are consistent with the City’s Sustainability Master Plan in advancing the goals of 
conserving the use and protection of sources of water.

Commission/Committee Action: Not applicable

Rationale for Recommendation: Approval of the agreement with Starr Consulting provides for 
follow-up on recommendations from the Sacramento and American River Watershed Sanitary 
Survey reports and helps ensure an excellent quality water supply for the City’s customers for 
current and future generations. Partnering with other local water utilities provides efficiency and 
a regional approach to protecting Lower American River and Sacramento River drinking water 
quality.

Financial Considerations: The agreement pertains to work that will be performed in relation to three 
distinct projects, as follows:  the Sacramento River Source Water project (I14010300), the American 
River Source Water Project (I14010400) and the FY10-FY14 NPDES Stormwater Program
(I14010200), and accordingly the agreement costs are budgeted for each project.  These projects 
have sufficient funding for the City’s FY2012/13 costs. The agreement costs will be shared with the 
participating water utilities according to cost-sharing Memorandums of Understanding (MOUs) (City 
Agreement No. 2009-0940 and City Agreement No. 2007-1169) approved by the City Council in 
October 2009 and November 2007, respectively.  The MOUs provide for cost sharing arrangements 
in which the costs of the annual source water protection work is apportioned based on applicability to 
each participant and their agreement to participate.  The cost sharing reimbursements have been 
budgeted in the City’s FY2012/13 budget.
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The cost share partners provided documentation agreeing to their agency’s cost share for 
FY2012/13.   Written confirmation of partner participation will be obtained prior to encumbering the 
partner agencies’ cost shares for FY2013/14.  The City’s share for FY2012/13 and FY2013/14 is a 
total of $94,915.84 and will be paid from the Water Fund (Fund 6005) and Drainage Fund (Fund 
6011).  The partner agencies’ share of FY2012/13 and FY2013/14 is $44,494.16.

The following table summarizes FY2012/13 and FY 2013/14 costs for City and cost share partners:

Project Fund Multi-Year Operating 
Project (MYOP)

FY2012/13 FY2013/14 2-year 
Total

Sacramento River 

Source Water Project 

6005 I14010300 $19,777.50 $19,845.00 $39,622.50

Sacramento River 

Source Water 

Reimbursable Project 

6205 I14010302 $12,825.00 $12,950.00 $25,775.00

American River Source 

Water Project 

6005 I14010400 $23,850.00 $22,983.34 $46,833.34

American River Source 

Water Reimbursable 

Project 

6205 I14010402 $9,292.50 $9,426.66 $18,719.16

FY10-FY14 NPDES 

Stormwater Program 

6011 I14010200 $5,940.00 $2,520.00 $8,460.00

Total $71,685.00 $67,725.00 $139,410.00

Payment for the second year of the contract services is subject to City Council approval of the 
FY2013/14 budgets for these projects. 

Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD): Starr Consulting is a City certified Small 
Business Enterprise.
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BACKGROUND

The City of Sacramento has three water sources for its municipal supply:  the American 
River, the Sacramento River, and groundwater.  The rivers provide approximately 85 
percent of the City’s supply, while groundwater provides approximately 15 percent.  The 
City operates two water treatment plants: the E.A. Fairbairn Water Treatment Plant and 
the Sacramento River Water Treatment Plant.  The E.A. Fairbairn Water Treatment 
Plant takes American River water just downstream of the Howe Avenue Bridge, and the 
Sacramento River Water Treatment Plant takes a blend of American and Sacramento 
River water just downstream of the confluence of the American and Sacramento Rivers.

The City partners with several water utilities to implement proactive source water 
protection programs to help protect the quality of their Sacramento and Lower American 
water supplies.  This program includes project management by City of Sacramento staff 
for joint source water protection efforts with participation of other water utilities on 
Sacramento and Lower American Rivers, involvement as a stakeholder in the 
Sacramento River watershed on various issues related to drinking water quality, and 
conducting or supporting activities to reduce the risk from potential pollutants to the 
water supply.  Expert support is utilized to conduct this work, and is cost shared with the 
partner agencies.

Key topics include the Sacramento River and Lower American River voluntary spill 
notification programs, in which the water utilities receive notification from upstream 
agencies of hazardous material spills that have potential to impact the drinking water 
supply, and information tracking and support for water utilities stakeholder input on 
topics such as the Rice Pesticide Program and Irrigated Lands Program.  Other 
Sacramento River watershed topics are tracked as resources are available on topics 
such as dairies, rangeland, and river and shoreline recreation. One of the City only 
tasks provides technical support for development of best management practices for fire 
fight drainages to the Sacramento and American Rivers, their tributaries, and the City’s 
storm drainage system. 

Starr Consulting was selected for source water protection consultation services for fiscal 
year 2012/13 and 2013/14 through a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) process issued 
on May 10, 2012. Starr Consulting submitted the only statement of qualifications for 
source water protection consultation services. An evaluation panel consisting of staff 
from the City, East Bay Municipal Utility District (EBMUD), and Sacramento County 
Department of Water Resources (DWR) selected Starr Consulting to provide the 
requested services.

The Professional Services Agreement includes source water protection consultation 
services for expert support tracking special topics, collecting and evaluating 
data/information, preparing technical memorandum and reports, assisting in networking 
with and gathering information from other stakeholders in the watershed, preparing 
comment letters, and conducting meetings.

The cost of the proposed Professional Services Agreement is $139,410, which includes 
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cost shared services in the amount of $44,494.16, and $94,915.84 for City-only 
services.   The following table provides a summary of partner cost shares and the City 
cost for FY2012/13.  FY2013/14 cost shares are estimated and will be confirmed with 
partner agencies at a later date.

      FY2012/13    FY2013/14   2-Year Total

Carmichael Water District   $3,498.75  $3,558.33 $7,057.08

City of Sacramento $49,567.50 $45,348.34 $94,915.84

City of West Sacramento   $1,856.25 $1,925.00 $3,781.25

EBMUD   $3,813.75 $3,867.50 $7,681.25

Sacramento County Department $12,948.75 $13,025.83 $25,974.58

  of Water Resources __________________  _______________

Total $71,685.00 $67,725.00 $139,410.00
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