
Sandra Talbott, Interim City Attorney Shirley Concolino, City Clerk Russell Fehr, City Treasurer
John F. Shirey, City Manager

City of Sacramento
City Council

915 I Street, Sacramento, CA, 95814
www.CityofSacramento.org

Meeting Date: 11/13/2012 Report Type: Consent

Title: Agreement:  Ramona Avenue Extension Project – Purchase of Preservation Credits and 
Appropriation of Federal Funds (T15018400)

Report ID: 2012-00813

Location: Ramona Avenue from Brighton Avenue to Folsom Boulevard, Districts 3 and 6

Recommendation: Pass a Resolution: 1) approving an agreement with Wildlands Inc. to purchase 
1.158 acres of vernal pool preservation credit for the price of $147,066 from the Laguna Terrace East 
Conservation Bank; and 2) appropriating $90,386 in federal funds to the Ramona Avenue Extension 
Project (T15018400).

Contact: Jesse Gothan, Associate Engineer, 808-6897; Nicholas Theocharides, Engineer Services 
Manager, 808-5065, Department of Public Works

Presenter: None

Department: Public Works Department

Division: Funding & Project Development

Dept ID: 15001121
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Description/Analysis 

Issue:  The United States Fish and Wild Life Service (USFWS) issued a 
Biological Opinion requiring the purchase of 1.158 acres of preservation credits 
in order to mitigate potential impacts to threatened and endangered vernal pool 
invertebrates.  Purchasing the credits is required to fulfill the Mitigation 
Monitoring Plan (MMP) requirements for potential impacts to Biological 
Resources identified in the environmental document.  Additional federal funds 
have been received to support right-of-way clearance and need to be 
appropriated.

Policy Considerations:  This action requested herein is consistent with the 
Sacramento City Code Title 3 and with the City of Sacramento Strategic Plan 
goals of improving and expanding public safety and enhancing livability.

Economic impacts: None.

Environmental Considerations:  

California Environmental Quality Act: The project has an approved
Final Environmental Impact Report 
(http://www.cityofsacramento.org/dsd/planning/environmental-
review/eirs/).  In order to mitigate impacts to threatened and endangered 
vernal pool invertebrates prior to construction, the City is required to 
purchase wetland credits at a USFWS-approved mitigation site.

Sustainability Considerations: This project will improve the 65th Street 
Transit Station circulation by adding pedestrian and bicycle connections.

Commission/Committee Action: None.

Rationale for Recommendation:  In order to move forward with construction, 
the project will need to comply with the MMP established by the approved 
environmental document.  The MMP requires the purchase of vernal pool credits 
prior to construction.  After a competitive solicitation of eligible mitigation banks, 
Wildlands Inc. provided the lowest cost proposal.

Financial Considerations:  The Ramona Avenue Extension Project (T15018400) has 
a total budget of $7,354,881 consisting of Proposition 1B, federal, and local 
transportation funds.  An additional $90,386 (Fund 3703) in federal funds were obligated 
and need to be added to the Ramona Avenue Extension Project (T15018400).  As of 
October 17, 2012, the unobligated balance is $4,604,783 which is sufficient to purchase 
the vernal credits required by the MMP from Wildlands, Inc. for $147,066.  

There are no general funds planned or allocated for this project.  

Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE):  This is a federally funded project.  
Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) project participation requirements are not 
applicable for the purchase of preservation credits.  E/SBE rules are held in abeyance.  
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Any future activities carried out with this funding will comply with federal DBE 
requirements.
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Background  

In late 2008, City Council directed the City Manager to begin work on the environmental 
documentation for the Ramona Avenue Extension Project (T15018400).  This project 
was later identified as a catalyst project within the circulation element of the 65th Street 
Station Area Study which was approved by City Council in 2010.  The City has long 
recognized the redevelopment potential of the area that has been hindered by the 
confluence of the US 50 highway, Regional Transit light rail tracks, and the Placerville 
Lead Railroad heavy rail.  With the proposed project, a pedestrian and bicycle friendly 
roadway connection will traverse these obstacles and provide a much needed catalyst
for redevelopment within the area known as the Sacramento Center for Innovation. 

On June 12, 2012, the City Council approved the Final Environmental Impact Report 
pursuant to CEQA and the associated MMP for the Ramona Avenue Extension.  
Subsequently Caltrans, with delegation of authority from the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), approved the environmental document pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act.  As part of federal agency reviews, the United States Fish 
and Wild Life Service (USFWS) required the purchase of vernal credits in order to 
mitigate potential impacts to threatened and endangered vernal pool invertebrates.

The project must mitigate for vernal pool impacts identified by the USFWS by 
purchasing preservation credits.  The biological opinion (81420-2011-F-0715-1) issued 
by USFWS requires the purchase of 0.012 acres at a 3 to 1 ratio for directly affected, 
and 0.561 acres at a 2 to 1 ratio of indirectly affected vernal pool crustacean habitat.  

City Staff contacted the USFWS to determine which conservation banks were approved 
for the purchase of credits for the Ramona Avenue Extension Project (T15018400).  
Staff contacted all eligible banks and solicited competitive bids; four bids were received 
and are listed below.  Wildlands Inc. for the Laguna Terrace East Conservation Bank 
(LTECB) submitted the most competitive cost proposal with a sum total price of 
$147,066.  Staff recommends executing a purchase agreement with Wildlands Inc. for 
the required credits.

Wildlands Inc,  Laguna Terrace East Conservation Bank (LTECB) $ 147,066
Westervelt Ecological Services LLC, Van Vleck Ranch Conservation Bank $ 173,700
Conservation Resources LLC, Gill Ranch Conservation Bank $ 196,860
Bryte Ranch Conservation Bank LLC $ 220,000
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RESOLUTION NO.

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council

RAMONA AVENUE EXTENSION PROJECT – APPROVAL TO 
PURCHASE VERNAL POOL MITIGATION CREDITS AND 

APPROPRIATION OF FEDERAL FUNDS
(T15018400)

BACKGROUND

A. The project must mitigate for vernal pool impacts identified by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) by purchasing preservation credits.  The biological 
opinion (81420-2011-F-0715-1) issued by USFWS requires the purchase of 
0.012 acres at a 3 to 1 ratio for directly affected, and 0.561 acres at a 2 to 1 ratio 
of indirectly affected vernal pool crustacean habitat.  The total required mitigation 
purchase is 1.158 acres of preservation credits.  After a competitive solicitation of 
approved mitigation banks, Wildlands Inc. with the Laguna Terrace East 
Conservation Bank submitted the best offer for the purchase price of $147,066.

B. The City has obligated an additional $90,386 in federal funds to proceed with 
right-of-way phase of the Ramona Avenue Extension Project (T15018400).

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The City Manager or his designee is authorized to execute an agreement 
with Wildlands Inc. with the Laguna Terrace East Conservation Bank for 
the purchase of preservation credits at the cost of $147,066.

Section 2. The FY2012/13 Capital Improvement Program is amended by 
appropriating $90,386 (Fund 3703) to the Ramona Avenue Extension 
Project (T15018400).  

Table of Contents
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