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City Council
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Meeting Date: 11/27/2012 Report Type: Consent

Title: Supplemental Agreements:  Plan Review Consultants for Community Development 
Department (CDD)

Report ID: 2012-00823

Location: Citywide

Recommendation: Pass a Motion authorizing the City Manager, or the City Manager’s designee to 
execute three separate supplemental agreements with 4 Leaf, Inc., Bureau Veritas North America, 
Inc., and TRB & Associates, Inc. in the amount of $100,000 each for a total not-to-exceed contract 
amount for each agreement in the amount of $400,000 in order to provide plan review, inspection and 
counter services for the Community Development Department.  The total combined not to exceed 
amount for the three agreements is $1,200,000.

Contact: Ryan DeVore, Chief Building Official, (916) 808-8860; Ed Short, Supervising Engineer, 
(916) 808-8859; Elise Gumm, Administrative Analyst, (916) 808-1927, Community Development 
Department

Presenter: None

Department: Community Development Dept

Division: Building Plan Check

Dept ID: 21001212

Attachments:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1-Description/Analysis
2-Bureau Veritas Supplement
3-4Leaf Supplement
4-TRB-Supplement

_________________________________________________________________________
City Attorney Review

Approved as to Form
Paul Gale
11/21/2012 8:51:11 AM

City Treasurer Review
Reviewed for Impact on Cash and Debt
Russell Fehr
9/25/2012 2:53:53 PM
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Description/Analysis

Issue: Council approval is required for supplemental agreements to the existing 

professional services agreements with TRB and Associates, Inc., 4 Leaf, Inc., and Bureau 

Veritas North America, Inc., respectively, to provide as-needed professional consultant 

services to the City of Sacramento.  Currently, the Community Development Department 

(CDD) is using consultant services for plan review, permit inspections, and counter services 

when workload demands and specific expertise cannot be met by current staff.  The use of 

consultants provides flexibility in meeting service peak demand levels.  CDD estimates that 

it will need an additional $300,000 to maintain service levels as demand increases.

Following a public RFP process in 2011 (City Bid #P11211212004), a one-year contract 

with two year options for three on-call plan review contracts in the amount of $100,000 

each was awarded to TRB and Associate, Inc., 4 Leaf, Inc., and Bureau Veritas North 

America, Inc., respectively.

The proposed supplemental agreements will increase by $300,000, $100,000 for each 

contractor, resulting in a three year contract total of $400,000 for each separate contract. 

CDD requests that City Council approve the proposed supplemental agreements to the 

existing contract with TRB and Associate, Inc., 4 Leaf, Inc., and Bureau Veritas North 

America, Inc.

In addition to the additional funds, the proposed supplemental agreements also allow the 

contractors to use City’s premises to provide plan review services at discounted rates on a 

case by case basis.

Policy Considerations:  This request to adopt the attached resolution is in compliance 

with State Government Code 65943 which specifies 30 days maximum time for complete 

plan submittal verification, and Health and Safety Code 19837 which specifies 50 days 

maximum for cycle one response for structural building safety plan review, and 60 days 

maximum for re-submittals.

Environmental Considerations:

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA):  This project is exempt from CEQA 

because it does not have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment.  

(CEQA Guidelines §15061(b)(3).)

Commission/Committee Action: Not applicable.

Rationale for Recommendation: The use of professional services agreements for plan 

review/inspection, and counter consultant services is necessary for maintaining 

government code plan review compliance as well as for providing flexibility in meeting 

service demand levels.  Per department priority, City Manager direction, and Council goals 
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this proposal will increase service levels in the building division, specifically plan review, 

resulting in a more business friendly environment. The proposed increase will allow us to 

establish and maintain turn-around times that are up to a week shorter than otherwise for 

each project that we review. This improved service level is directly correlated with a 

reduced cost of doing business in Sacramento. Additionally, the real estate development 

market has begun to show signs of improvement. Our interest is to “set the stage” for this 

growth and be prepared to efficiently manage a sudden increase in demand. It’s important 

to note that the funds send to our consultants come directly from revenue associated with 

that particular development project. Finally, the current contract of $100,000 per vendor 

makes it impossible for staff to utilize consultants for larger development projects where the 

fees exceed that amount. 

Demand levels have increased as follows:

New residential homes July 1st through October 31st, 2011 = 27
New residential homes July 1st through October 25th, 2012 = 87
Staff has projected that construction valuation will increase as well:
Construction valuation in FY2011/12 = $288M
Projected construction valuation in FY2012/13 = $304M

Financial Considerations:  The approval of the three contract supplements will have no

additional impact to the General Fund.  Funding for the three supplemental agreements will 

be appropriated from the Community Development Department operating budget.

FY2011/12 FY2012/13
FY2012/13 

Supplemental
FY2013/14

Total 

(not-to-

exceed)

Bureau Veritas 

North 

America, Inc.

$ 100,000 $ 100,000 $ 100,000 $ 100,000 $ 400,000

4 Leaf, Inc. $ 100,000 $ 100,000 $ 100,000 $ 100,000 $ 400,000

TRB & 

Associates, 

Inc.

$ 100,000 $ 100,000 $ 100,000 $ 100,000 $ 400,000

Total: $ 1,200,000
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