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Description/Analysis 

Issue: As required by the State, the City has coverage under the Statewide 

General Waste Discharge Requirements (WDR), Order No. 2006-0003, for the 

City-maintained and owned separated sewer system. In addition to these State 

regulations, the City must comply with the January 9, 2012, consent decree that 

resolved litigation filed by the California Sportfishing Protection Alliance (CSPA)

that requires a reduction in sanitary sewer overflows in the City’s separated sewer 

collection system.

HDR Engineering, Inc. was selected through a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) 

process to provide sewer system regulatory support services necessary to comply 

with these requirements for a period of up to three fiscal years. The Agreement’s 

initial term includes professional services to be performed in the first phase of 

work, during the remainder of FY2012/13. The Agreement allows the initial term to 

be extended for subsequent one-year terms covering FY 2013/14 and 2014/15, 

upon approval of a supplemental agreement or supplemental agreements 

specifying the scope of services and payment provisions for the extended term(s).

Policy Considerations: This report’s recommendations are consistent with the 

City’s Strategic Plan Goals of enhancing and preserving the neighborhoods and 

supporting the economic vitality of the area.

Economic Impacts: None.

Environmental Considerations: The Environmental Planning Services Manager 

has reviewed the project and has determined that it is exempt from the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) under section 15061(b)(3) of the CEQA 

Guidelines.  The activity is covered by the general rule that CEQA applies only to 

projects which have the potential for causing a significant effect on the 

environment.  Where it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that 

the activity in question may have a significant effect on the environment, the 

activity is not subject to CEQA. 

Sustainability: The project has been reviewed for consistency with the goals, 

policies, and targets of the Sustainability Master Plan and the 2030 General Plan. 

The project will advance these goals, policies, and targets by ensuring that the City 

continues to provide an adequate sewer service to its customers and with

advancing the following goals:

1. Protecting and restoring the City’s urban creeks and

2. Conserving the use and protection of sources of water.

Commission/Committee Action: Not applicable.
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Rationale for Recommendation: City Council approved funding for this project

during FY2012/13 with adoption of the FY2012/13 budget. Engineering Services 

solicited qualifications from consulting firms. On August 24, 2012, the Department 

of Utilities received statements of qualifications from three firms.  The selection 

committee subsequently selected HDR Engineering, Inc. as the top-ranked firm to 

perform the work.

Financial Considerations: The not-to-exceed cost for the professional services 

to be performed during the Agreement’s initial term (the remainder of FY2012/13)

is $433,058. There are sufficient funds in I14110100 (Wastewater Fund 6006) for 

this agreement.   

Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD): HDR Engineering, Inc. is not 

certified as an Emerging or Small Business Enterprise.
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Background

As required by the State, the City has coverage under the Statewide General 

Waste Discharge Requirements (WDR) Order No. 2006-0003 for the City 

maintained and owned separated sewer system. Figure 1 indicates the separated 

sewer system and combined sewer system (CSS) operated by the Department of 

Utilities (DOU). The sewer system areas within the City boundary that are not 

operated by DOU are served by the Sacramento Area Sewer District.

The City separated system includes approximately 570 miles of sewer mains. The 

City does not own any of the service laterals connecting to the main lines. As 

required by the WDR, the City began reporting sewer overflows within this system 

to the State on-line public reporting database (CIWQS) on September 2, 2007, 

adopted a Sewer System Management Plan (SSMP) on April 21, 2009, and 

completed the first bi-annual audit of the SSMP in May, 2011. 

While the SSMP audit was being conducted the City entered into negotiations with 

CSPA to resolve a complaint filed by the California Sportfishing Protection 

Alliance (CSPA) in the federal District Court on March 3, 2011. CSPA’s complaint 

alleged various Clean Water Act violations arising from sanitary sewer overflows.  

The final consent decree between the City and CSPA was approved on January 

9th, 2012. The consent decree is operative through December 31, 2017, and 

requires the following:

• Additional funding - phased in over 5 years

• Annual reductions in sewer overflows

• Accelerated system-wide cleaning and condition assessment

• Implementation of Targeted Grease and Root Control Programs

• Implementation of a Fats, Oil and Grease restaurant inspection and 

enforcement program

• System Repair and Rehabilitation

As indicated in Figure 1, the CSS is located within the City’s downtown area. The 

CSS includes 257 miles of combined sewer mains and two combined sewage 

wastewater treatment plants. The WDR and CSPA consent decree are not 

applicable to the combined sewage system; however, DOU will develop 

consistent policies and procedures for both systems. The City is required to report 

CSS outflows to CIWQS.

Engineering Services solicited qualifications from consulting firms to assist the 

City with regulatory compliance with the State WDR and CSPA consent decree for 
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up to three years. On August 24, 2012, DOU received statements of qualifications 

from three firms. The selection committee included two representatives from the 

DOU Field Services Division, one representative from the DOU Engineering 

Division and one representative from the Sacramento Regional County Sanitation 

District. The selection committee selected HDR Engineering, Inc. for the work

based on the proposal rating criteria that included scores for the company’s 

applicable expertise, knowledge and experience; project team experience 

providing similar services and familiarity with relevant standards; project approach 

and availability/commitment of staff and resources; certification as an emerging 

and small business enterprise and certification as a local business enterprise. 

HDR Engineering met all of the RFQ requirements and was the highest ranked 

firm.  

This FY 2012/13 Agreement with HDR Engineering, Inc is for a cost of $433,058.

There are sufficient funds in I14110100 (Sewer Fund 6006), for this agreement. 

The Agreement allows the initial term to be extended to subsequent one year 

terms covering FY 2013/14 and 2014/15, upon approval of a supplemental 

agreement specifying the scope of services and payment provisions for each 

extended term.
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Figure 1
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