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Meeting Date: 2/26/2013 Report Type: Consent

Title: Agreement: Ramona Avenue Extension Project - SMUD 115KV Pole Relocation 
(T15018400)

Report ID: 2013-00136

Location: Ramona Avenue from Brighton Avenue to Folsom Boulevard, Districts 3 and 6

Recommendation: Pass a Resolution authorizing the city manager to execute an agreement in an 
amount not to exceed $631,752 with the Sacramento Municipal Utility District (SMUD) for SMUD to 
relocate a 115kV pole.

Contact: Jesse Gothan, Associate Engineer, (916) 808-6897; Nicholas Theocharides, Engineering 
Services Manager, (916) 808-5065, Department of Public Works

Presenter: None

Department: Public Works Department

Division: Funding & Project Development

Dept ID: 15001121

Attachments:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1-Description/Analysis

2 - Background Information

3 - Resolution

4 - Exhibit A - Location Map

5 - SMUD Agreement

_________________________________________________________________________
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Description/Analysis 

Issue:  The Ramona Avenue Extension Project (T15018400) requires the 
relocation of a Sacramento Municipal Utilities District (SMUD) pole prior to 
construction.  After analysis of the Ramona Avenue proposed road alignment 
and attempts to design around the pole, the design team has concluded that the 
only option is to relocate the pole.  SMUD will be paid to complete the design for 
and the physical relocation of the pole with funds from the Ramona Avenue 
Extension Project (T15018400).  The relocation work includes the replacement of 
one 115 kilovolt (kV) transmission pole, identified as pole 955, located 
approximately 1,100 feet northwest of the Ramona Avenue and Brighton Avenue
intersection and south of US Highway 50 within SMUD’s easement.  The City will 
compensate SMUD for 100% of the costs incurred by SMUD to perform the 
relocation work.    

Policy Considerations:  This action requested herein is consistent with the 
Sacramento City Code Title 3 and the City of Sacramento General Plan goals of 
improving and expanding public safety and enhancing livability. The work is 
purely relocation work.  

Environmental Considerations:  

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA): The project has an approved Final 
Environmental Impact Report, and Caltrans has approved the NEPA 
finding of no significant impact. The relocation of the pole was described 
and approved in the environmental document.

Sustainability Considerations: This project will improve the 65th Street 
Transit Station circulation by adding pedestrian and bicycle connections.

Commission/Committee Action: None.

Rationale for Recommendation:  In order to move forward with construction, 
the subject SMUD power pole must be relocated.  After analysis of alternatives, 
staff determined the only option is to relocate the pole.  SMUD has agreed to 
complete the design and relocation.  The City will compensate SMUD for 100% 
of the costs incurred by SMUD to perform the relocation work including, without 
limitation, costs incurred for labor, materials, construction, administrative and 
other overhead, engineering, and sales taxes, less any applicable credits.    

Financial Considerations:  The Ramona Avenue Extension Project (T15018400) has 
a total budget of $7,445,207 consisting of Proposition 1B, federal, and local 
transportation funds.  As of January 22, 2013, the unobligated balance is $4,520,595 
which is sufficient to execute the agreement with SMUD in the amount of $631,752 and 
complete the right-of-way and the utility relocation phases of the project.  

There are no general funds planned or allocated for this project.  
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Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE):  This is a federally funded project.  
Future public contracting activities carried out with this funding will comply with federal 
DBE requirements.  The relocation work which is the subject of this report will be 
performed by SMUD and is subject to DBE provisions.
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Background  

In late 2008, City Council provided authorization to begin work on the environmental 
documentation for the Ramona Avenue Extension Project (T15018400).  The project 
was identified as a catalyst project within the circulation element of the 65th Street 
Station Area Study, approved by City Council in 2010.  The City has long recognized 
that the redevelopment potential of the area has been hindered by the confluence of US 
Highway 50, Regional Transit light rail tracks, and the Placerville Lead Railroad heavy 
rail. With the proposed project, a pedestrian and bicycle friendly roadway connection 
will traverse these obstacles and provide a much needed catalyst for redevelopment 
within the area known as the Sacramento Center for Innovation. 

On June 12, 2012, the City Council approved the Final Environmental Impact Report 
under CEQA and the associated mitigation monitoring plan for the Ramona Avenue 
Extension.  Caltrans has approved the NEPA finding of no significant impacts.  Prior to 
construction of the roadway extension, a 115 kilovolt (kV) Sacramento Municipal Utility 
District (SMUD) transmission pole must be relocated.

The relocation work includes the replacement of one 115 kV transmission pole,
identified as pole 955, located approximately 1,100 feet northwest of the Ramona 
Avenue and Brighton Avenue intersection and south of US Highway 50 within SMUD’s 
easement.  The City will compensate SMUD for 100% of the costs incurred by SMUD to 
perform the relocation work, including, without limitation, costs incurred for labor, 
materials, construction, administrative and other overhead, engineering, and sales 
taxes, less any applicable credits. The City is not financially responsible for engineering 
or construction costs involving any betterment (as defined in 23 C.F.R. Part 645) to 
SMUD’s facilities.  SMUD preliminarily estimates the cost of the relocation work to be 
$631,752.
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RESOLUTION NO.

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council

RAMONA AVENUE EXTENSION PROJECT – ESTABLISHING AN AGREEMENT 
WITH SMUD FOR RELOCATION OF 115KV POLE

(T15018400)

BACKGROUND

A. The Ramona Avenue Extension Project (T15018400) requires the relocation of a 
Sacramento Municipal Utilities District (SMUD) pole prior to construction.  

B. Sufficient funds are available from the Ramona Avenue Extension Project 
(T15018400) to complete the design for and the physical relocation of the pole.

C. The relocation work includes the replacement of one 115 kilovolt (kV) 
transmission pole, identified as pole 955, located approximately 1,100 feet 
northwest of the Ramona Avenue and Brighton Avenue intersection and south of 
US Highway 50 within SMUD’s easement.  

D. The City will compensate SMUD for 100% of the costs incurred by SMUD to 
perform the relocation work.   

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The City Manager or his designee is authorized to execute an agreement 
with SMUD for the design and relocation of one 115kV SMUD power pole
for an amount not to exceed $631,752.
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EXHIBIT A
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