
James Sanchez, City Attorney Shirley Concolino, City Clerk Russell Fehr, City Treasurer
John F. Shirey, City Manager

Meeting Date: 4/2/2013

Report Type: Public Hearing

Report ID: 2013-00169

Title: Temporary Alley Closure of the Alley Bounded by Y Street, 41st Street, San Jose and 
Sherman Way [Noticed on 3-18-13]

Location: The alley bounded by 41st Street, Y Street, San Jose Way, and Sherman Way located 
within Council District 5.

Issue: Property owners and residents requested this alley closure and hope it will help stop the crime 
and nuisance activity.

Recommendation: Conduct a public hearing and upon conclusion, pass a Resolution  authorizing 
the temporary closure of the alley bounded by 41st Street, Y Street, San Jose and Sherman Way to 
through vehicular and pedestrian traffic.

Contact: Thomas Adams, Engineering Technician, (916) 808-7929; Nicholas Theocharides, 
Engineering Services Manager, (916) 808-5065, Department of Public Works

Presenter: Thomas Adams, Engineering Technician

Department: Public Works Department

Division: Development  Engineering

Dept ID: 15001151

Attachments:
1-  Description/Analysis
2 - Background Information
3 - Area Map
4 - Police Clearance Letter
5 - Fire Clearance Letter
6 - Public Works Clearance Letter
7 - Resolution
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Description/Analysis

Issue:  The property owners and residents that live adjacent to the alley have 
raised concerns about illegal activity and nuisance from transients frequenting 
the alley.  The property owners are requesting that a Temporary Street Closure 
be put in effect through the City’s Alley Abatement Program (T15100900) to help 
stop the crime and nuisance activity.  Public Works staff recommends that the 
City Council authorize the temporary closure to through vehicular and pedestrian 
traffic. Both the Police and Fire departments support this recommendation.  

Policy Considerations:  This recommendation is consistent with California 
Vehicle Code Section 21101.4 and Sacramento City Code Chapter 12.16, which 
allow the temporary closure of alleys to through vehicular and pedestrian traffic
for the protection and preservation of public peace, safety, health and welfare.  

Economic Impacts:  None.

Environmental Considerations:  

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA):  The Environmental 
Planning Services section of the Community Development Department has 
reviewed the proposed temporary street closure and has determined that the 
activity is exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) under Section 15301(f) of the CEQA Guidelines. 

Sustainability Considerations: None.

Committee/Commission Action:  None.

Rationale for Recommendation:  Approval of the recommendation will improve 
safety and reduce nuisance caused to property owners adjacent to the alley.

Financial Considerations:  The construction and installation of the gates will be 
funded through the Alley Abatement Program (T15100900), City Council District 5
funds, and the adjacent property owners.  The total estimated cost for the construction 
and installation of the gates is $3,725.  The Alley Abatement Program will fund 50
percent of the costs.  The remaining 50 percent is being shared between Council 
District 5 and the adjacent property owners.

Both, the property owners’ contributions and the allocation from City Council District 5 
have been transferred into the Alley Abatement Program (T15100900).  

As of March 12, 2013, the Alley Abatement Program (T15100900) (Funds 2002 and 
3702) has a total budget of $484,526, and an unobligated balance of $117,953, which is 
sufficient to cover the cost of the temporary alley closure.
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Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD): The gate installation for this project 
will be completed by an ESBD certified contractor.
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Background

The proposed temporary closure of the subject alley to through vehicular and pedestrian 
traffic has been requested by the adjacent property owners.  The public access through 
the alley has allowed it to be used for illegal activities such as theft, suspicious vehicles, 
and dumping.  These activities have been documented by the Sacramento Police 
Department which supports the temporary closure.  

The northern end of the alley connects to an east-west alley which was previously 
approved for temporary closure under Resolution 2011-462 and subsequently extended 
for an additional 18 months on February 5, 2013.  Therefore, closure of the alley only 
requires the installation of a wrought iron gate on the south end.  The gate will limit 
vehicular and pedestrian access and allow access only to the adjacent property owners, 
City maintenance personnel, emergency personnel and utility companies. 

The temporary street closure to through vehicular and pedestrian traffic is not to exceed 
18 months unless the closure is properly extended.  Once approved, the closure may be 
extended for an additional eight consecutive periods of not more than 18 months each.  
Prior to each extension, the City Council must hold a public hearing.  

Noticing of the public regarding the temporary street closure has been completed for 
this proceeding in accordance with City Code section 12.16.220.

The majority of the adjacent property owners along with City staff support the temporary 
closure of the alley.
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RESOLUTION NO. 

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TEMPORARY STREET CLOSURE TO 
THROUGH VEHICULAR AND PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC OF THE ALLEY BOUNDED 

BY 41ST STREET, Y STREET, SAN JOSE WAY AND SHERMAN WAY WITHIN 
COUNCIL DISTRICT 5 

PROCEEDING NO. TSC13-02

BACKGROUND

A. The City received a request from the adjacent property owners to use the Problem 
Alley Abatement Program for the temporary closure of the alley bounded 41st

Street, Y Street, San Jose Way and Sherman Way to through vehicular and 
pedestrian traffic, to help prevent documented criminal activity within the alley. 

B. Over the past 12 months, the City’s Police Department has received more than 10 
calls for Police services in this immediate area, including calls regarding suspicious 
vehicles/persons, disturbances and auto burglaries.

C. Council District 5 and a majority of adjacent property owners have agreed to 
contribute funding for the proposed temporary closure. The City’s Department of 
Public Works is processing the temporary alley request through the City’s Problem 
Alley Abatement Program. 

D. In accordance with Section 21101.4 of the Vehicle Code of the State of California 
and Chapter 12.16 of the Sacramento City Code, the City Council hereby considers 
approval of the temporary street closure to through vehicular and pedestrian traffic 
within the subject alley to help prevent future criminal acts.

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Based upon substantial evidence present in the record of the proceedings 
regarding this matter, City Council hereby makes the following findings:

a) There is serious and continual criminal activity in the area of the 
alley recommended for temporary closure. This finding is based 
upon a recommendation of the Police Department. 

b) The alley recommended for closure is under the City’s jurisdiction 
and has not been designated as a through highway or arterial 
street.
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c) Vehicle and pedestrian traffic in the alley recommended for closure
contributes to the criminal activity that is occurring there.

d) The alley closure will not substantially adversely affect traffic flow, 
safety on the streets or in the surrounding neighborhoods, the 
operation of emergency vehicles, the performance of municipal or 
public utility services, or the delivery of freight by commercial 
vehicles in the area of the street recommended for closure.

Section 2. The temporary closure of the alley to through vehicular and pedestrian 
traffic is necessary for the protection and preservation of the public peace, 
safety, health and welfare of the neighborhood.

Section 3.  The City Council finds and determines that the alley closure will
substantially alleviate the existing serious and continual criminal activity in 
the alley.

Section 4. Under California Vehicle Code Section 21101.4, all temporary closures 
are valid for 18 months except for when this period has been extended for 
an additional 18 months for not more than eight additional consecutive 
periods by resolution.

Section 5. The City Council grants the temporary street closure of the alley bounded 
41st Street, Y Street, San Jose Way and Sherman Way to through 
vehicular and pedestrian traffic with the following conditions:

a) A locking security device approved by the Sacramento Fire 
Department will be installed on each gate.

b) City departments and utility companies will have 24-hour access to 
their facilities within the alley.

c) Signs giving advance notice of temporary closure shall be installed 
at the entrances to the alley prior to the installation of the gate 
locking device.
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