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Description/Analysis 

Issue:  Following the decennial census, federal transportation legislation (23 USC 101(a)(33)-

(34)) allows responsible state and local officials, through cooperative efforts, and subject to 

approval by the Secretary of Transportation, to adjust the census urban boundaries outward, 

as long as they encompass, at a minimum, the entire census designated area.  This is the 

opportunity to include the Greenbriar project area in the 2010 Caltrans Urban Boundary.  

Caltrans has requested all affected local jurisdictions to adopt their respective boundary 

adjustments.

Policy Considerations:  General Plan Policy M 1.3.7 (Mobility Element) provides for Regional 
Transportation Planning. The City shall continue to actively participate in Sacramento Area 
Council of Government’s (SACOG’s) regional transportation planning efforts to coordinate 
priorities with neighboring jurisdictions and continue to work with the Sacramento Regional 
Transit District (RT) and the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) on 
transportation planning, operations, and funding.

Economic Impacts:  None.

Committee/Commission Action:  None.

Environmental Considerations:  

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA):  The activity in this report is not subject to 

CEQA. The activity is covered by the general rule that CEQA applies only to projects which 

have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment.  

Sustainability Considerations:  None.

Rationale for Recommendation:  The Census Urban Boundary Map defines the roads that 

can be classified for federal funding purposes.  Inclusion of the Greenbriar project area 

expands the road network eligible for federal funding and expands the Urban Boundary Map to 

be consistent with the City’s corporate limits (which includes Greenbriar).

Financial Considerations:  The boundary adjustment has the potential to expand the road network 

eligible for federal funding.

Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD): Not applicable to this report.
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ATTACHMENT 1

BACKGROUND – ADJUSTMENT OF 2010 CENSUS URBAN BOUNDARY:

The Federal Bureau of Census has updated the urban boundaries to reflect the 2010 
Census. The federal transportation boundaries are created by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) and Caltrans to generally follow the 2010 Census. However, 
following each decennial census, federal transportation legislation 23 USC 101(a)(33) -
(34) allows responsible state and local officials through cooperative efforts, and subject 
to approval by the Secretary of Transportation, to adjust the census urban boundaries 
outward, as long as they encompass, at a minimum, the entire census designated 
areas. The urban boundary affects how a road can be classified for federal funding 
purposes.

Because federal funding will be sought for the Downtown-Natomas-Airport Light Rail 
line and associated roadway infrastructure, staff believes it is in the City’s best long term 
interest to have all of its local roads within the boundaries in order to maintain maximum 
flexibility in pursuing future funding for any improvements.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2013-xxx

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council

April 9, 2013

ADJUSTMENT OF 2010 CENSUS DESIGNATED URBAN BOUNDARIES 
FOR TRANSPORTATION PURPOSES

BACKGROUND:

A. Section 101(a) of Title 23 U.S. Code allows for the state and local officials in 
cooperation with each other to adjust the census designated urban area 
boundaries, subject to approval by the Secretary of Transportation.

B. The California Department of Transportation, on behalf of the Federal Highway 
Administration, requested the City of Sacramento to adjust, if necessary, the 
2010 Census Designated Urban Boundaries.

C. The Greenbriar project area was annexed into the City in 2008.

D. The current census designated urban boundaries are not consistent with the City 
corporate limits.

E. The County of Sacramento has requested that the Sacramento International 
Airport be included in the Caltrans 2010 Urban Boundary.

F. Caltrans rules require contiguous urban areas to avoid an “island.”  The 
Greenbriar project area provides the land bridge to connect to the International 
Airport.

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

The adjusted urban area as shown in Exhibit A is appropriate, and the City of 
Sacramento authorizes submittal to the California Department of Transportation.
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