
RESOLUTION NO. 2013-0112 

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council 

April 9, 2013 

ADOPTING THE MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION ADDENDUM AND THE 
MITIGATION REPORTING PROGRAM FOR MINOR MODIFICATIONS TO THE 

WATER TREATMENT PLANTS REHABILITATION PROJECT (Z14006000) 

BACKGROUND 

A. On March 20, 2012, pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA"), 
the CEQA Guidelines, and the City of Sacramento environmental guidelines, the City 
Council adopted a mitigated negative declaration (MND) and a mitigation reporting 
program for the City Water Treatment Plants Rehabilitation Project (Project) 
(Resolution 2012-067). 

B. Since that time, the Water Treatment Plants Rehabilitation Project has been modified 
to include four, not previously identified, property locations surrounding the Project 
site for the purposes of construction employee parking and staging areas (the "Project 
Modification"). 

C. An initial study prepared for the Project Modification has determined that the 
proposed changes to the original Project do not require the preparation of a 
subsequent environmental impact report or negative declaration. An addendum to 
the previously adopted MND was then prepared to address the Project Modification. 

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. The City Council has reviewed and considered the information contained in the 
previously adopted MND for the Project, the addendum, and all oral and 
documentary evidence received during public meetings held on the Project. 
The City Council has determined that the previously adopted MND and the 
addendum constitute an adequate, accurate, objective, and complete review of 
the proposed Project Modification and finds that no additional environmental 
review is required for the reasons set forth below: 

A. 	No substantial changes are proposed by the Project Modification that will 
require major revisions of the previously adopted MND due to the involvement 
of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity 
of previously identified significant effects; 
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No substantial changes have occurred with respect to the circumstances under 
which the Project Modification will be undertaken which will require major 
revisions to the previously adopted MND due to the involvement of new 
significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of 
previously identified significant effects; and 

C. 

	

	No new information of substantial importance has been found that shows any of 
the following: 

1. The Project Modification will have one or more significant effects not 
discussed in the previously adopted MND; 

2. Significant effects previously examined will be substantially more severe 
than shown in the previously adopted MND; 

3. Mitigation measures previously found to be infeasible would in fact be 
feasible and would substantially reduce one or more significant effects of 
the Project Modification; or 

Section 2. 

Section 3. 

4. Mitigation measures which are considerably different from those 
analyzed in the previously adopted MND would substantially reduce one 
or more significant effects on the environment. 

Based on its review of the previously adopted MND for the Project, the 
addendum, and all oral and documentary evidence received during public 
meetings on the Project, the City Council finds that the MND and addendum 
reflect the City Council's independent judgment and analysis and adopts the 
MND and the addendum for the Project Modification and readopts the findings 
of fact in support of the MND. 

The mitigation reporting program for the Project is adopted for the Project 
Modification, and the mitigation measures shall be implemented and monitored 
as set forth in the program, based on the following findings of fact: 

A. The mitigation reporting program has been adopted and implemented as 
part of the Project; 

B. The addendum to the MND does not include any new mitigation 
measures, and has not eliminated or modified any of the mitigation 
measures included in the mitigation reporting program; 

C. The mitigation reporting program meets the requirements of CEQA 
section 21081.6 and CEQA Guidelines section 15074. 

Section 4. Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15091(e), the documents and other 
materials that constitute the record of proceedings upon which the City Council 
has based its decision are located in and may be obtained from, the Office of 
the City Clerk at 915 I Street, Sacramento, California. The City Clerk is the 
custodian of records for all matters before the City Council. 
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Section 5. Exhibit A and B are made a part of this Resolution. 

Table of Contents: 

Exhibit A: 
	Addendum to Adopted Mitigated Negative Declaration 

Exhibit B: 
	

Mitigation Reporting Program 

Adopted by the City of Sacramento City Council on April 9, 2013 the following vote: 

Ayes: 	Councilmembers Ashby, Cohn, Fong, Hansen, McCarty, Schenirer, Warren and 
Mayor Johnson 

Noes: 	None 

Abstain: 	None 

Absent: 	Councilmember Pannell 

Al W-1 c-NMayor Angeliqu shby 

Attest: 

Shirley Conc lino, City Clerk 
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Sacramento Water Treatment Plants Rehabilitation Project (Z14006000)(SCH: 2011112039) 
Addendum to Mitigated Negative Declaration 

_____________________________________________________________________________

File Number/Project Name:  Sacramento Water Treatment Plants Rehabilitation Project (Z14006000) 
(SCH: 2011112039). 

Project Location:  The project is located in the City and County of Sacramento, at four additional 
locations surrounding the Sacramento River Water Treatment Plant (SRWTP) located at 301 Water 
Street (APNs: : 001-0210-038, 001-0064-015, 001-0210-024, and 001-0061-025). The additional 
locations (see Figure 1) surrounding the SRWTP consist of: Site 1 that is an approximate 1.22 acres 
parcel that is located between Interstate 5 and Bercut Drive, west of the SRWTP (APN: 001-0210-012); 
Site 2 consists of three parcels totaling approximately 1.0 acre located directly south of Bannon Street 
along the northern edge of the SRWTP (APNs: 001-0040-014, 001-0040-015, and 001-0040-039); Site 
3 is approximately 0.95 acre located east of the intersection of the Bannon Street and Sequoia Pacific 
Boulevard to the northeast of the SRWTP (APN: vacant public right-of-way, no APN listed); and Site 4 
is approximately 0.55 acre located directly north of North B Street (APN: vacant 5th Street right-of-way, 
no APN listed). 

Existing General Plan Designations and Zoning: The new project areas consist of four additional 
properties, all of which are located within the River District Special Planning District (SPD). Table 1 
below provides the zoning and general plan designation for each of the four locations.  

Table 1 

Location Zoning*  
Designation 

2030 General Plan  
Designation 

Site 1 Heavy Industrial (M-2 SPD) Public/Quasi-Public 

Site 2 Multi-Family  (R-3A SPD) Urban Center Low 

Site 3 Residential Mixed-Use (RMX SPD) and 
public right-of-way. Urban Center High 

Site 4 Multi-Family (R-5 SPD) and public right-of-
way. Urban Center High 

* Title 17 of the Sacramento City Code  

Project Background: The Sacramento River Water Treatment Plant (SRWTP) and the E.A. Fairbairn 
Water Treatment Plant (EAFWTP) require extensive rehabilitation in order to modernize plant 
infrastructure and performance.  This rehabilitation is required in order to ensure a safe and reliable 
water supply for the City’s current and future water needs.  In order to move forward with the 
rehabilitation work required at the SRWTP without a break in service or functionality, it is necessary to 
acquire additional property adjacent to the SRWTP. 

The Water Treatment Plant Rehabilitation project consists of replacing existing outdated equipment and 
facilities, constructing solids handling and other miscellaneous improvements at the treatment plants. 
The project does not increase the capacity of either the SRWTP or the EAFWTP. At SRWTP the 
existing flocculation and sedimentation Basins 1 and 2, old filters 1 through 16 and pump station will be 
replaced with new facilities. To construct these new facilities, Basin 2 and the former 911 Call Center 
building north of the plant will be demolished. Basin 1, pump station and old filters 1 through 16 will be 
decommissioned, but not demolished. The project includes acquisition of two parcels totaling 
approximately three acres at the SRWTP site, new solids handling improvements and miscellaneous 
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electrical/process improvements.  At EAFWTP, the existing FWW basins will be retrofitted with 
mechanical sludge collection systems. A new dewatering building will be constructed and fitted with 
equipment to dewater solids. The existing chlorine system will be expanded and other improvements to 
the electrical and operating system will be installed as required. On March 20, 2012, the City Council 
adopted a mitigated negative declaration (MND) for the project (Resolution 2012-067). 

Project Description:  Following adoption of the MND and direction to proceed, project design has 
continued. As part of that process, the need for parking and staging areas for project contractors has 
become apparent. Staff has identified the following properties that would provide appropriate sites for 
such activities. The properties are as follows: 

 Site 1 is approximately 1.22 acres and is located between Interstate 5 and Bercut Drive, west of 
the SRWTP (APN: 001-0210-012);  

 Site 2 consists of three parcels totaling approximately 1.0 acre located directly south of Bannon 
Street along the northern edge of the SRWTP (APNs: 001-0040-014, 001-0040-015, and 001-
0040-039);

 Site 3 is approximately 0.95 acre located east of the intersection of the Bannon Street and 
Sequoia Pacific Boulevard to the northeast of the SRWTP (APN: vacant public right-of-way, no 
APN listed);

 Site 4 is approximately 0.55 acre located directly north of North B Street (APN: vacant 5th Street 
right-of-way, no APN listed).        

Acquisition, arrangement for use and use of these parcels is identified here as the “project 
modification.” Each of the properties is in close vicinity to the project site. Use of the properties for the 
identified purposes would not increase traffic that was evaluated in the MND, and would not 
substantially increase effects from air quality, noise or light and glare. Biologist review of the sites found 
that wildlife habitat value of the sites is poor and native habitats are absent. The four sites did not 
provide evidence of special status species. No habitat for valley elderberry longhorn beetle (i.e., 
elderberry shrub) occurs on the sites. Three elderberry shrubs were visible on the private property to 
the east of Site 2, but would not be affected by the project modification.. The project modification will 
avoid activities affecting the elderberry shrubs by not allowing herbicide/chemical or ground-disturbing 
uses within 100 feet of these shrubs. Parking on existing paved surfaces may occur within 20-feet of 
these shrubs. To ensure this protection, the DOU will ensure a protective barrier fence will be installed 
providing a 20-foot buffer to the existing shrubs east of Site 2. The project modification would result in 
no additional effects or significant effects on the environment. 

Discussion

An Addendum to an approved Mitigated Negative Declaration may be prepared if only minor 
technical changes or additions are required, and none of the conditions identified in CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15162 are present.  The following identifies the standards set forth in section 
15162 as they relate to the project.  

1. No substantial changes are proposed in the project which would require major 
revisions of the previously approved Mitigated Negative Declaration due to the involvement 
of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously 
identified significant effects. 

The original Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Sacramento Water Treatment Plants Rehabilitation 
Project (Z14006000)(SCH#: 2011112039)  approved on March 20, 2012, evaluated the replacement of 



3

old and unreliable facilities, construction of miscellaneous improvements at Sacramento River WTP and 
construction of solids handling and dewatering improvements at Sacramento River WTP and Fairbairn 
WTP.

Changes to the original project from what was described in the adopted Mitigated Negative Declaration 
include acquisition of four off-site properties to be used temporarily for construction parking and 
possibly some construction staging activities. Each of the four properties is located immediately 
adjacent to or across the adjacent roadways. 

The current proposal for the addition of four off-site properties for the use as construction parking and 
staging areas does not require any revisions to the Mitigated Negative Declaration. No new traffic, 
noise or air quality effects would occur with the inclusion of the four additional locations to be used 
temporarily for construction parking and possible staging. None of the properties are immediately 
adjacent to existing residential development. There is existing residential development located north of 
the SRWTP along Bannon Street near Site 2. Although the Addendum provides additional information 
and evaluation, none of the new information and evaluations will trigger a need for a Subsequent 
Mitigated Negative Declaration.  The proposed project is within the scope of analysis of the prior project 
and will not result in any new potential environmental impacts or any more severe impacts than those 
previously evaluated and identified and proposed to be mitigated in the original Sacramento Water 
Treatment Plants Rehabilitation Project (Z14006000)(SCH#: 2011112039). 

2.  No substantial changes have occurred with respect to circumstances under which the 
project is undertaken that would require major revisions of the previous Mitigated Negative 
Declaration due to the involvement of new significant environmental effect or a substantial 
increase in the severity of previously indemnified significant effects. 

The City adopted the 2030 General Plan and Master EIR in March 2009. The 2030 General Plan does 
not result in a change of any new significant effects. All of the new information and evaluations are 
considered to be minor changes of temporary uses and do not include any new impacts that have not 
already been discussed in the previous Mitigated Negative Declaration. 

3.  No new information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not 
have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the previous Mitigated 
Negative Declaration was certified as complete or adopted, shows any of the following: 

a)   The project will have one or more significant effects not discussed in the previous 
Mitigated Negative Declaration; 

b)   Significant effects previously examined will be substantially more severe than shown 
in the previous Mitigated Negative Declaration; 

c)   Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible would in fact 
be feasible, and would substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the project, but 
the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative, or; 

d)   Mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerable different from those 
analyzed in the previous would substantially reduce on or more significant effects on the 
environment, but the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or 
alternative.

There are no sections in the Initial Study checklist that require revisions and therefore the proposed 
change in the project description will not result in any environmental impacts that were not previously 
identified in the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration.  



4

The proposed project modification will not result in effects more severe than what is evaluated in the 
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration and mitigation measures adopted for the previous Initial 
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration are consistent with what has been previously analyzed. The 
City Council adopted a Mitigation Reporting Program (MRP) as part of its approval of the original 
project and the MRP remains applicable to the revised project. 

Based on the above analysis, this Addendum to the previously adopted Mitigated Negative 
Declaration for the project has been prepared. 

Attachments:

A) Location Map  
B) Construction Parking and Staging Areas 
C)   Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Sacramento Water Treatment Plants Rehabilitation 

Project (Z14006000)(SCH#: 2011112039)
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Attachment - A 
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Attachment - B 
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