
James Sanchez, City Attorney Shirley Concolino, City Clerk Russell Fehr, City Treasurer

John F. Shirey, City Manager

Meeting Date: 5/21/2013

Report Type: Consent

Report ID: 2013-00427

Title: Purchase: Global Positioning System (GPS) Based Computer Mapping 
System [Two-Thirds Vote Required]

Location: Citywide

Issue: Sacramento City Code Section 3.56.090 requires City Council approval for 
agreements equal to or greater than $100,000.

Recommendation: Pass a Motion authorizing the City Manager, or the City Manager’s 
designee to: 1) suspend competitive bidding, in the best interest of the City, for the 
integration and purchase of a GPS based computer mapping system from 
AeroComputers, Inc. [2/3 vote required]; and 2) enter into an agreement with 
AeroComputers, Inc., for the integration and purchase of a GPS based computer 
mapping system in an amount not to exceed $130,422.

Contact: Steve Quinn, Captain, Metro Division, (916) 808-0700, Police Department.

Presenter: N/A

Department: Police

Division: Metro-Traffic/Air Ops

Dept ID: 11001141

Attachments:

1-Description/Analysis

2-Agreement

_______________________________________________________________
City Attorney Review

Approved as to Form

David Womack

5/15/2013 1:39:35 PM

City Treasurer Review
Reviewed for Impact on Cash and Debt

Russell Fehr
5/2/2013 10:31:30 AM

Approvals/Acknowledgements

Department Director or Designee: Sam Somer - 5/14/2013 9:37:44 AM
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Description/Analysis 

Issue:  On September 27, 2012 City Council passed a motion to authorize the purchase 
of an AeroComputers, Inc., Global Positioning System (GPS)-based computer mapping 
system with Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Urban Area Security Initiative 
(UASI) grant funding.  This system was installed in the first of two of the Sacramento 
Police Department (SPD) helicopters and has exceeded expectations.  The computer in 
the second SPD helicopter is also over ten years old and, as a result, requires frequent 
maintenance in order to ensure functionality. 

The SPD recommends suspension of competitive bidding, in the best interest of the 
City, because AeroComputers, Inc. is the only vendor that can integrate the GPS-based 
computer mapping system with the existing camera installed in SPD helicopters.

Policy Considerations: The recommendations contained in this report are consistent 
with: 1) Sacramento City Code Section 3.56.090 requiring City Council approval for 
agreements equal to or greater than $100,000; and 2) City Code section 3.56.230(C) 
allowing the City Council to suspend competitive bidding for any purchase or contract 
upon a two-thirds vote when City Council determines that it is in the best interests of the 
City to suspend the competitive bidding requirements.

Economic Impact:  None.

Environmental Considerations:  Ongoing administrative maintenance activities, such 
as purchases of supplies, equipment or materials, do not constitute a “project” and are 
exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) per CEQA Guidelines, 
Sections 15061(b)(3) and 15378(b)(2).

Sustainability Considerations: Not applicable.

Commission/Committee Action: Not applicable.

Rationale for Recommendation: The current GPS-based computer mapping system
in the second of two Sacramento Police Department helicopters is over ten years old 
and requires frequent maintenance to ensure functionality. Upgrading the existing 
system would be more cost effective than continuing to repair an aging system.
Suspension of competitive bidding, in the best interest of the City, is recommended, as
AeroComputers, Inc. is the only vendor that can provide the mapping system and 
integrate it with the camera systems currently installed in SPD helicopters.

Financial Considerations:  Sufficient Citizens’ Option for Public Safety and Bureau of 
Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) funds are available for this purchase. 

Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD): The purchase of supplies and 
equipment will be made in accordance with the City’s Emerging and Small Business 
Development (ESBD) program requirements whenever possible.
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