
James Sanchez, City Attorney Shirley Concolino, City Clerk Russell Fehr, City Treasurer

John F. Shirey, City Manager

Meeting Date: 12/17/2013

Report Type: Consent

Report ID: 2013-00898

Title: Agreement: Animal Care Low Cost Spay and Neuter Services (Two-Thirds 
Vote Required)

Location: 2127 Front Street, District 1

Issue: The Department of General Services, Animal Care Services Division has 
partnered with the Sacramento Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SSPCA) 
for the past three years to provide animal spay and neuter services to low-income 
individuals and families residing in the City.  The recommended contract will continue 
this practice.

Recommendation: 1) Pass a Resolution suspending competitive bidding in the best 
interests of the City for the purchase of low-income animal spay and neuter services; 
and 2) pass a Motion a) authorizing the City Manager or the City Manager’s designee to 
execute a three-year contract with the SSPCA to provide low-income spay and neuter 
services in an amount not to exceed $300,000 for the three-year term; and b) ratifying 
prior expenditures for low-income spay and neuter services with the SSPCA in the 
amount of $127,117.

Contact: Gina Knepp, Animal Care Services Manager, (916) 808-8333; Reina J. 
Schwartz, Director of General Services, (916) 808-7195, Department of General 
Services

Presenter: None

Department: General Services

Division: Animal Care / Shelter

Dept ID: 13001131

Attachments:

1-Description/Analysis

2-Contract

3-Resolution

_______________________________________________________________
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Description/Analysis 

Issue Detail: The Department of General Services, Animal Care Services Division has 
partnered with the SSPCA for the past three years to provide animal spay and neuter 
services to low income individuals and families residing in the City.  The recommended 
contract will continue this practice.  

Policy Considerations: The recommendations in this report are in accordance with 
the provisions of City Code Chapter 3.64 and Administrative Policy 4102 regarding 
contracts for professional services and exceptions to the competitive selection 
process, as well as City Code Chapter 9.44, which requires that 50 percent of all 
penalties collected for failure to license a dog or cat, and 50 percent of all unaltered 
license fees for dogs and cats be used to finance public or private programs that 
provide spay and neuter services to low-income individuals or families in the City. 

Economic Impacts: None

Environmental Considerations: 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): No environmental review is 
necessary because the recommendations in this report involve the procurement 
of veterinarian services and, in accordance with Section 15061(b)(3) of the 
CEQA Guidelines, it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that 
the activity may have a significant effect on the environment.  

Sustainability: Not applicable

Commission/Committee Action: None

Rationale for Recommendation: The Department of General Services, Animal Care 
Services Division has partnered with the SSPCA for the past three years to provide 
animal spay and neuter services to low-income individuals and families residing in the 
City.  The recommended contract will continue this practice.  Suspending competitive 
bidding and executing a contract with the SSPCA is recommended because the SSPCA is 
the primary provider of low-cost spay and neuter services in the Sacramento region, and 
its surgery facility is equipped to provide a high volume of these services. 

This report also recommends that City Council ratify prior expenditures for low-income 
spay and neuter services with the SSPCA made in FY2012/13 and the first four months 
of FY2013/14 in the total amount of $127,117.

Financial Considerations: Funding for the recommended contract is provided by 
the Department of General Services (DGS) operating budget (General Fund, Fund 
1001).  As noted above, expenditures are offset by 50 percent of all penalties 
collected for failure to license a dog or cat, and 50 percent of all unaltered license 
fees for dogs and cats.  Sufficient funding exists in the DGS FY2013/14 operating 
budget for purchases through June 30, 2014.  
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RESOLUTION NO. 2013-

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council

December 17, 2013

SUSPENDING COMPETITIVE BIDDING FOR ANIMAL CARE LOW-INCOME SPAY 

AND NEUTER SERVICES

BACKGROUND

A. The Department of General Services, Animal Care Services Division has partnered 
with the Sacramento Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SSPCA) for the 
past three years to provide animal spay and neuter services to low-income individuals 
and families residing in the City. The Animal Care Services Division wishes to 
continue this practice.    

B. Suspending competitive bidding to contract with the SSPCA is recommended because 
the SSPCA is the primary provider of low-cost spay and neuter services in the 
Sacramento region, and its surgery facility is equipped to provide a high volume of 
these services. 

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Competitive bidding is suspended, in the best interests of the City, for the 
purchase of low-income animal spay and neuter services.
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