
James Sanchez, City Attorney Shirley Concolino, City Clerk Russell Fehr, City Treasurer

John F. Shirey, City Manager

Meeting Date: 1/21/2014

Report Type: Consent

Report ID: 2014-00013

Title: Contract: Title Report Search Services

Location: Citywide

Issue: This report recommends awarding a contract to perform required title report 
search services for the Community Development Department.  This service is necessary 
for all Housing and Dangerous Buildings and Code Enforcement cases to ensure notices 
and communication are being done so with the legal owner and/or beneficiaries.

Recommendation: Pass a Motion 1) awarding a contract for title report search services 
to the lowest, responsible bidder; and 2) authorizing the City Manager or his designee to 
execute the Non-Professional Service Agreement with Placer Title Company for an 
amount not-to-exceed $169,850.

Contact: Ron O' Connor, Operations Manager, (916) 808-8183, Community 
Development Department

Presenter: None

Department: Community Development Dept

Division: Housing & Dangerous Buildings

Dept ID: 21001311

Attachments:

1-Description/Analysis

2-Background

3-Placer Title Professional Services Agreement

_______________________________________________________________
City Attorney Review

Approved as to Form

Michael Benner

1/6/2014 11:50:45 AM

City Treasurer Review
Reviewed for Impact on Cash and Debt

Russell Fehr
12/19/2013 10:31:38 AM

Approvals/Acknowledgements

Department Director or Designee: Max Fernandez - 12/23/2013 11:08:53 AM
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Description/Analysis 

Issue Detail: Title report search services are a necessary and vital tool for code 

enforcement. Through the use of title reports, code enforcement is able to provide 

the required noticing to the property owners and beneficiaries whose property is 

found to be in violation of City Code or to be a potential risk to public safety. 

Due to housing market conditions over recent years, the Community Development

Department has experienced an increased need for title reports due to the many 

ownership changes on properties. It is critical that these services be continued in 

order to be able to address the increased volume of nuisance cases and unsafe 

conditions created when a property is not in compliance with health and safety 

codes, building standards and other related laws.

In November of 2013, through the competitive bid process, the City advertised a formal, 

multiple-year solicitation (B14211011007) for title report search services. The City 

received three responses from Placer Title Company, BNT Title Company and New World

Title Company.  Of these three bids, it was determined that Placer Title Company was 

the lowest responsible, bidder.

City Code requires that contracts of $100,000 or more be formally bid unless City 

Council approves the suspension of the competitive bidding process, and finds it to be in 

the best interests of the City.

Policy Considerations: Not applicable

Economic Impacts:  Not applicable

Environmental Considerations: Not applicable

Sustainability: Not applicable

Commission/Committee Action: Not applicable

Rationale for Recommendation: Title report search services are a necessary and vital 

tool for code enforcement. Through the use of title reports, staff can gain access to 

property owners and beneficiaries whose property is found to be in violation of City Code 

or a potential risk to public safety. It is critical that these services be continued to 

address threats to the public’s health safety and welfare created when a property is not 

in compliance with health and safety codes, building standards and other related laws.

In November 2013, through the City’s competitive bid process, a multiple year 

solicitation was advertised (B14211011007) for title report search services.  Three bids 
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were received in response to this solicitation.  Of those, the Placer Title Company was 

found to be the lowest responsible, responsive, and technically capable bidder.

Given the responsiveness of the required materials, proof of abilities, and lowest bid in 

accordance with the requirements, staff recommends that it is in the best interests of 

the City to award the title report search services contract to the Placer Title Company for 

a base period and two option periods with an overall not-to-exceed value of $169,850.

Financial Considerations: The only responsible, responsive, and technically capable 

bidder was determined to be Placer Title. The maximum cost of the contract if the two 

options are exercised is a not-to-exceed amount of $169,850. Sufficient funds are 

available in the Community Development Department’s Fiscal Year 2013/14 operating 

budget to accommodate the costs for this year. Additional option periods and funding 

for those options are subject to the annual budget process. Any unused funds during a 

contract year may be used during the additional optional years provided that there are 

sufficient budgetary resources available in the subsequent fiscal years.

Local Business Enterprise:  Not applicable.
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BACKGROUND
Title Report Search Services

Title report search services are a necessary and vital tool for Code Enforcement and 
Housing and Dangerous Buildings. Through the use of title reports, Code Enforcement 
and Housing and Dangerous Buildings is able to provide the required noticing to 
property owners and beneficiaries whose properties are found to be in violation of City 
code or a potential risk to public safety.  Due to current housing market conditions and 
the many property ownership changes, it is critical that these services be continued in 
order to be able to address the increased volume of nuisance cases and unsafe 
conditions created when a property is not in compliance with health and safety codes, 
building standards and other related laws.

In November 2013, the City issued a formal, multiple-year solicitation (B14211011007) 
in accordance with City Code.  A pre-bid conference was held on November 18, 2013 at
300 Richards Blvd, Sacramento, California. Four vendors attended the pre-bid 
conference: Stewart Title, First American, New World Title and Fidelity.  The City 
received three bids in response to the solicitation from Placer Title Company, BNT Title 
Company and New World Title Company. As indicated in the bid evaluation table,
Placer Title Company was determined to be the lowest responsible bidder which 
submitted all required items.

Bid Evaluation-B14211011007 Title Report Search Services

Vendor Total Bid Price Items required as part of bidder response

Amendment References
Sample Title 

Report
CLTA 

Membership

Placer Title Company $169,850.00 X X X X

BNT Title Company $153,845.00 X

New World $92,600.75 X
1

X
2

                                                          
1

References were submitted; however, the required governmental agency was not included.
2

A sample title report was submitted, but it was a skeleton/outline; no data.
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