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Description/Analysis
Issue: The Code Compliance Division of the Community Development Department (CDD) has an 
ongoing need for vacant lot weed abatement services as specified in Title 8, the Health and Safety 
Code for the City of Sacramento.   Through this program the City notifies property owners of the fact 
that their vacant lot is a potential hazard and needs to be abated by a certain date; if the property 
owner fails to abate the property, the City utilizes approved vendors to ensure the hazard is mitigated.
A competitive bid process was conducted (Bid number B14211311005) to select qualified contractors 
to provide this service.

The Community Development Department seeks to have three contractors available to provide timely 
weed abatement and debris removal services on all parcels identified in the approved City Council 
Resolution 2014-0042. 

Policy Considerations: The recommendations in this report are consistent with
AP-4101 – Procurement of Non-Professional Services.  City Code section 3.56.230(c) authorizes the 
City Council to suspend competitive bidding for the purchase of services or supplies when, upon a 
two-thirds vote, the City Council determines it is in the best interest of the City to do so. 

Environmental Considerations:  This report concerns administrative activities that will not have a 
significant effect on the environment.  

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): This project is exempt from CEQA because it does 
not have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment.  (CEQA Guidelines 
§15061(b)(3).)

Sustainability Considerations:  Not applicable.

Commission/Committee Action: Not applicable.

Rationale for Recommendation: It is critical to continue this program in order to address the 
nuisances and unsafe conditions created when vacant lots are not in compliance with Sacramento 
City Code as well as other related laws.  When this program resided in the Fire Department, they had 
retained multiple contractors in order to meet the needs of the City in the time provided.  The 
Community Development Department wishes to continue in this fashion to ensure abatement occurs 
to avoid fire hazards as well as to remain in compliance with Government Code §39560 et seq. 
(eliminate hazards to the health, safety and well-being of the citizens of the City of Sacramento).

Therefore, staff recommends that City Council suspend competitive bidding and award contracts to 
the three lowest, responsible bidders from bid number B14211311005.  The three lowest, responsible 
bidders were Hunter Services, Inc., Emerald Site Services and Habitat Restoration Services.  

BID RESULTS

BID NO. B14211311005 – WEED ABATEMENT AND DEBRIS REMOVAL SERVICES

Bidder Bid Total
5% LBE 

Preference
Evaluation 

Total

Hunter Services, Inc. $275,300.00 <$13,765.00> $261,535.00
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Emerald Site Services $285,400.00 None $285,400.00

Habitat Restoration Sciences $331,975.00 <$16,598.75> $315,376.25

Paul Cordell $335,900.00 <$16,795.00> $319,105.00

H & N Enterprises $508,570.00 None $508,570.00

Gray Construction and 
Securement Services

$1,339,750.00 <$66,987.50> $1,272,762.50

JFD Enterprises $1,353,770.00 None $1,353,770.00

Parker Landscape $2,696,970.00 <$134,848.50> $2,562,121.50

Thompson Landscaping $3,522,682.76 None $3,522,682.76

Recommend Award of Contract To:

Hunter Services, Inc.
2847 Norcross Drive 
Sacramento, CA 95833
Total Bid Amount: $275,300.00

Emerald Site Services
9883 Kent Street
Elk Grove, CA 95624
Total Bid Amount: $285,400.00

and

Habitat Restoration Sciences, Inc.
980 9th St., Ste 1750
Sacramento, CA 95814
Total Bid Amount: $331,975  

Total Amount of Award: $750,000 for a total possible term of three years  

Financial Considerations:  There is sufficient funding available in the Community Development 
Department operating budget to support the contracted annual amount of $250,000 for Fiscal Year 
2014.   These are three annual contracts, each with two additional one-year options for a total not-to-
exceed amount for all three contracts of $750,000.00 over a three (3) year period.  Any unused funds 
during a contract year may be used during the additional optional years, provided that there are 
sufficient budgetary resources available in the subsequent fiscal years.

Local Business Enterprise (LBE):  Hunter Services, Inc. and Habitat Restoration Sciences are LBE
participants.  Emerald Site Services is not at this time.
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BACKGROUND

The City of Sacramento’s Weed and Rubbish Abatement Program, administered by the Sacramento 
Fire Department, was initiated on July 10, 1969 and has been in effect since the City of Sacramento 
first adopted the standards for weed and rubbish abatement.  The program was established to ensure 
the timely removal of weeds and rubbish from private property within the City limits.  (Sacramento 
City Code, Chapter 8.28, Weed and Rubbish Abatement).

In 2012 the Code Compliance division of the Community Development Department assumed 
responsibility for the vacant lot weed abatement program, previously managed by the Fire 
Department.  This program fits in with the mission and vision for the Community Development 
Department as it is a program established to ensure the public is free of nuisances as well as health 
and safety hazards, aligns with the City’s vision of ensuring a healthy environment for its residents, 
and thus promotes a better quality of life.

The City awards contracts to vendors for performance of these services when private landowners fail, 
following adequate notice, to remove weeds or rubbish from their property.  Failure to abate 
properties as required poses a potential fire hazard to the community.  Work orders for weed and 
rubbish abatement services are issued to contractors whenever such services are deemed necessary 
by the Code Compliance Division of the Community Development Department.  Since the program’s 
inception, the City has awarded contracts for the disking and mowing of weeds and removal of 
rubbish and debris for approximately 2,000 privately owned parcels annually.

Historically, the Fire Department has utilized the competitive bid process to select private contractors 
to the provide weed and rubbish abatement services associated with its program.  Once bids were
received and reviewed, the lowest two or three bidders were selected, thus necessitating the need to 
suspend the competitive bidding process for awarding purposes.  This method has proven to be 
efficient and effective to ensure that abatements are completed by the end of the season.  Since the 
Community Development Department does not have the equipment or resources to perform weed 
abatements, the department has decided to continue with the practice of utilizing private contractors
for this program.  The number of properties that require weed abatement within the City dictates the 
use of more than one contractor to abate within an efficient and timely manner prior to the start of fire 
season.  Therefore it is in the City’s best interests to suspend competitive bidding to ensure timely 
abatement of vacant lot weed abatement. This will ensure that the properties declared as a nuisance 
will be abated in the most efficient and timely manner in order to mitigate fire hazard. The contracts 
will be awarded to the three lowest qualified responsible bidders from the competitive bid process. 
(Bid number B14211311005).   
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RESOLUTION 2014-
Adopted by the Sacramento City Council

March 11, 2014

SUSPENDING COMPETITIVE BIDDING AND AWARDING CONTRACTS FOR 
VACANT LOT WEED ABATEMENT SERVICES

BACKGROUND

A. The Code Compliance division of the Community Development Department is responsible for

vacant lot weed abatement and debris removal for lots that have been deemed an immediate 

or pending public health and safety hazard.  This service is critical for the residents of the City 

of Sacramento to ensure that citizens can live in a healthy environment, thus promoting good 

quality of life.

B. The Community Development Department (CDD) does not have the equipment or resources to 

perform weed abatements and this service has always been contracted out, as allowed by 

Sacramento City Code Section 8.28.020.

C. On 11/27/2013, the CDD issued a request for bids for vacant lot weed abatement services to 

be performed for a maximum period of three years (Bid number B14211311005).  Nine bids 

were received. The lowest bid was submitted by Hunter Services, Inc., followed by Emerald 

Site Services, and Habitat Restoration Sciences.

D. Normally, when nonprofessional services are competitively bid, the City Council is asked to 

award a single contract to the lowest responsible and responsive bidder. However, in this case 

the number of properties that require weed abatement within the City in the timeline specified

necessitates the use of more than one contractor to complete abatement in an efficient and 

timely manner prior to the start of fire season. City staff has recommended awarding three 

contracts to the three lowest responsible and responsive bidders.  To award multiple contracts 

it is necessary to suspend competitive bidding.

E. City Code Section 3.56.230(c) authorizes the City Council to suspend competitive bidding for 

the purchase of nonprofessional services when, upon a two-thirds vote, the City Council 

determines it is in the best interest of the City to do so.  It is in the best interests of the City to 

suspend competitive bidding and award contracts for vacant lot weed abatement services to 

the three lowest responsible and responsive bidders on Bid number B14211311005, because 

this will ensure that the properties declared as a nuisance will be abated in the most efficient 

and timely manner in order to mitigate fire hazard prior to the start of fire season.

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL 

RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:
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1. It is in the best interests of the City to suspend competitive bidding for vacant lot weed 

abatement services.

2. Competitive bidding is suspended for vacant lot weed abatement services.

3. Contracts for vacant lot weed abatement services are awarded to Hunter Services, Inc.,

Emerald Site Services, and Habitat Restoration Sciences, for a total cumulative dollar amount 

not-to-exceed $750,000 over a period of three years.

Adopted by the City of Sacramento City Council on March 11, 2014 by the following
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