
 
 

 
 

 
Partial List of Changes to McKinley Village in Response to City and 

Community Input as of 3/7/14 

Land Use and Homes 

1. Reduced the number of units from 397 to 336 in response to concerns about 
neighborhood compatibility and traffic 

2. Eliminated the church and pre-school, reducing traffic 
3. Expanded housing diversity from 3 housing types with 27 base elevations to 5 housing 

types with 62 base elevations, with a commitment that no two single family homes 
fronting on the street or parks will look the same taking into account design, colors, and 
materials 

4. Designed specific home plans, not just conceptual renderings of homes, including 
elevations for all sides, colors, and materials 

5. Expanded the square footage range of homes from 1448-2321 square feet to 1295-3150 
square feet  

6. Expanded offering of second units/granny flats from 2 home plans to 3 home plans 
7. Eliminated 3 car garages on units with granny flats 
8. Added plans with master bedroom/bedrooms downstairs  
9. Designed homes with a casita option to facilitate multi-generational living 
10. Added 24 Parkside Flats units with elevator served second story units to increase 

housing diversity, provide a single story living option, create a more urban attached unit 
design around the central park, and eliminate elbow lots around the central park 

11. Added contemporary home designs – Urban Contemporary, Modern Prairie, Mid 
Century Modern, and Urban Farmhouse  

12. Redesigned units along the railroad for noise and vibration to account for existing tracks 
and the potential new Capitol Corridor track, with units now meeting the city’s 
traditional neighborhood noise standard (stricter than the infill standard) 

13. Added new home plans for both the Courtyard and Commons street frontage lots (2 
new plans with 6 new elevations) to increase housing diversity and to enhance the 
streetscape on Streets 1 and 8 

14. Added setbacks of up to an additional 16 feet to the Commons lots and up to an 
additional 10 feet to the Courtyards lots in the middle of Streets 1 and 8 to provide 
setback variation and to provide a greener visual effect when looking down or traveling 
on streets 4 and 5 from the central park 

15. Redesigned 3 home plans to bring the living spaces (great room, kitchen, dining room) to 
the front of homes to put more eyes on the street and increase neighborhood 
interaction 

16. Redesigned 2 home plans to pull garages further back from the street 



 

 
 

17. Converted homes on one side of Streets 2 and 6 to have alley access, eliminating up to 
24 driveways and garages oriented to the street 

18. Committed to pre-plot homes in each phase to ensure diversity of housing plans, 
elevations, colors, and materials 

19. Redesigned fence placements and homes to eliminate yard areas/strips which would be 
difficult to maintain or use 

20. Moved fences between homes that are visible from the street further back to enhance 
the streetscape 

21. Incorporated a range of other changes in home designs in response to comments from 
the Planning and Design Commission and City staff 

22. Included new sustainability features including pre-wiring for electric vehicle chargers 
23. Agreed to be subject to any fees imposed by the City’s Mixed Income Housing Ordinance 

if and when that ordinance is amended to apply city-wide (and therefore to this site) as 
proposed 

Biking and Walking 

24. Added a proposed bicycle pedestrian tunnel under the UPRR tracks at Alhambra 
Boulevard, subject to approval by UPRR and the appropriate government agencies, to 
connect McKinley Village to the McKinley Park neighborhood and to connect the 
existing neighborhood to McKinley Village, Sutter’s Landing Park and the American River 
Parkway 

25. Replaced standard lighting at the 40th Street underpass and the proposed Alhambra bike 
pedestrian tunnel with energy efficient LED lighting to provide safety and comfort to 
pedestrians and bicyclists and to create unique, well designed and well lit urban spaces  

26. Redesigned the entrance to the proposed bicycle pedestrian tunnel to put “eyes on the 
path” by re-orienting homes and redesigning landscaping 

27. Enhanced the proposed bicycle pedestrian path to the tunnel by adding a gazebo and 
lighted boardwalk across the detention basin 

28. Created a direct biking and walking connection from Street 8 to the A Street bridge and 
the proposed bicycle pedestrian tunnel 

29. Redesigned the entrance to the proposed bicycle pedestrian tunnel to include a safe, 
secure alternative to bollards 

30. Added dedicated on-street bicycle lanes and eliminated parking on 40th Street between 
C Street and on A Street west of the A Street bridge to enhance bicycle connections and 
safety   

31. Widened the sidewalk under the 40th Street underpass from 5 feet to 6 feet 
32. Reserved a location in the northeast corner of the project for a future bikeway 

connection over the Capital City Freeway to the Two Rivers Trail 
33. Proposed sharrows within the project 
34. Added traffic calming designs throughout the project including bulb outs, chokers, and 

traffic circles to slow traffic, improve biking and walking, and enhance the streetscape 



 
 

 

35. Added trees to alleys to make them more appealing and comfortable for walking and 
bicycling 

Parks and Public Spaces 

36. Increased the acreage of the recreation center and three main neighborhoods parks 
from 1.9 acres to 3.2 acres, despite the reduction in density 

37. Included 8 pocket parks totaling approximately 1 acre to provide common greens and 
neighborhood gathering places throughout the project 

38. Increased overall park and open space (parks, pocket parks, common greens, 
landscaped corridors, and detention basins) acreage to approximately 9.5 acres 

39. Proposed a community garden in the northeast corner of the project 
40. Committed to a voluntary art in public places program to enrich the public realm for 

residents, visitors, and neighbors 
41. Proposed to landscape the detention basins to create attractive open spaces 
42. Proposed to landscape and irrigate approximately 8,300 square feet of the southern 

detention basin (which is the overflow basin, thus infrequently holding water) to create 
additional usable park and recreation space 

43. Increased tree planting from 1,500 to over 2,000 trees and set out specific planting plans 
44. Increased the size of the recreation center to accommodate greater community 

participation 
45. Increased length of the recreation center pool to 75 feet, with six 7 foot lanes so that 

McKinley Village could participate in local swimming leagues  
46. Added additional indoor space, with an outdoor patio and gas fire pit, to the recreation 

center for a café, restaurant, shop or other retail use  
47. Proposed specific designs for the parks and other public spaces, including activity spaces 

of benefit to and use by not only McKinley Village residents but also nearby 
neighborhoods (e.g. pickle ball courts, etc.) 

48. Added redwood planting and landscaping on the freeway side of the sound wall/berm 
along the Capital City Freeway  

Miscellaneous 

49. Completed transfer of the property from the Twin Rivers Unified School District to the   
Sacramento City Unified School District (SCUSD) so that children can attend nearby 
schools and walk or bike to school 

50. Advocated with neighborhood groups for adoption of a policy by SCUSD to direct the 
estimated $2.2 million in school impact fees that will be generated by McKinley Village 
to local schools. The SCUSD Board of Education adopted that policy on March 6, 2014. 

51. Included a sewer storage/surge facility for McKinley Village 
52. Committed to implement a range of recommended mitigation measures which result in 

the project having a less than significant environmental impact 




