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Description/Analysis 
Issue:  The Guy West Bridge needs repair and repainting to ensure it continues to 
provide a safe and convenient bicycle and pedestrian route across the American 
River.  

The Guy West Bridge Rehabilitation Project (K15105000) was advertised and bids 
were received. F.D. Thomas Inc. is the lowest responsive and responsible bidder.
City Council approval is necessary to move forward with awarding the construction 
contract.  

Policy Considerations:  The action requested is consistent with the City’s General
Plan goals for improving public safety, achieving sustainability and enhanced 
livability by repairing a community asset that promotes walking and biking.

Economic Impacts: This rehabilitation project is expected to create 6.13 total jobs 
(3.52 direct jobs and 2.6 jobs through indirect and induced activities) and create 
$945,833 in total economic output ($596,165 of direct output and another $349,667 
of output through and induced activities). 

The indicated economic impacts are estimates calculated using a calculation tool 
developed by the Center for Strategic Economic Research (CSER). CSER utilized 
the IMPLAN input-output model (2009 coefficients) to qualify the economic impacts 
of a hypothetical $1 million of spending in various construction categories within the 
City of Sacramento in an average one-year period. Actual impacts could differ 
significantly from the estimates and neither the city of Sacramento nor CSER shall 
be held responsible for consequences resulting from such differences.

Environmental Considerations:  
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): The City adopted a Mitigated 
Negative Declaration (MND) in conformance with CEQA on December 3, 2013.

Sustainability Considerations: The project is consistent with the City’s 
Sustainability Master Plan Goal of reducing the dependence on automobiles by 
ensuring the Guy West Bridge is maintained so that bicyclists and pedestrians 
will have use of the bridge for future generations to come.

Commission/Committee Action: None

Rationale for Recommendation: The project was advertised and bids were 
received on April 2, 2014. F.D. Thomas Inc. is the lowest responsive and 
responsible bidder.
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The bids are summarized below:

Contractor Bid Amount LBE
Participation

Requirement (5%)
F.D. Thomas Inc. $1,531,875.07 83.7%
Diana Prince $1,969,143.00 5.1%
American Civil Constructors $2,240,000.00 5.7%
Techno Coatings, Inc. $2,454,593.89       89.4%

The Engineer’s estimate was $2,000,000.

Construction is anticipated to begin in June 2014 and be completed in December 
2014.

Financial Considerations:  The estimated total project cost for the Guy West Bridge 
Rehabilitation Project (K15105000) is $3,119,000.  To date $587,505 has been 
expended.  As of April 15, 2014, the unobligated balance is $2,531,495 which is 
sufficient to execute the construction contract with F.D. Thomas Inc. in the not-to-
exceed amount of $1,531,875 and cover the remaining project costs.  

There are no General Funds planned or allocated for this project.

Local Business Enterprise (LBE): The City’s LBE requirement for this project is 5%.  
The project was announced on the City’s Project Internet site at 
www.cityofsacramento.org/bids. F.D. Thomas Inc. is a certified LBE company and 
achieves 83.7% LBE participation.  
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Background: 

The Guy West Bridge is a steel suspension bridge over the American River which was 
constructed in 1966 for use by pedestrians and bicyclists.  In 1987, broken wires were 
discovered in three vertical suspender ropes. An investigation by the City concluded 
the broken wires were due to fatigue failure.  In 1990, all the vertical suspender ropes 
were replaced with a similar design.  It was expected that an in-kind replacement of the 
original design would provide a similar suspender rope service life of approximately 20 
years.

In 2011, an in-depth inspection and subsequent need assessment report identified 
various deficiencies in the bridge and recommended repairs. In 2012, sampling and 
testing of fractured wire samples, applying banding to the cables to prevent strand 
unraveling, and relocating the out-of-position main cable spacer work was completed.  
The current proposed project will complete recommended repairs which will include 
minor truss and deck repair, replacement of bearing pads, handrail repairs, full removal 
and replacement of the failing lead based paint system, and replacement of SMUD 
electrical conduits.  The proposed improvements will bring the bridge to current 
standards and will result in a sustainable landmark structure.
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