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Description/Analysis 

Issue Detail:  The proposed agreement updates a 1999 special events management agreement
between the City of Sacramento and the Downtown Sacramento Partnership (DSP), which gave DSP 
the right to oversee all events at Cesar Chavez and St. Rose of Lima parks. The new agreement 
redefines the DSP’s responsibility to only those special events that are organized and managed by 
DSP at these two downtown parks. The events would include the summer concert series and farmer’s 
market at Cesar Chavez and the holiday ice rink at St. Rose.  In consideration for DSP providing 
visitor guides who help monitor these two parks, the City would not charge DSP special event fees.
The City will reassume responsibility for issuing special event permits to other groups for use of these 
two parks, and retain those permit fees to help off-set the costs to maintain these parks.

Policy Considerations:  The recommendation is consistent with the City’s Strategic Plan and the 
goal of the City Council to expand economic development throughout the City. The Sacramento 
region benefits from the revenue, employment, and income that festivals and events bring to the 
community.

Economic Impacts:  None.

Environmental Considerations:  This recommendation relates to ongoing administrative activities 
that do not constitute a “project” and therefore are exempt from the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA”) under Section 15378(b) of the CEQA guidelines.

Commission/Committee Action:  None.

Rationale for Recommendation:  Renewing and modernizing the Special Events Management 
Agreement with the Downtown Sacramento Partnership will clarify each Party’s rights and obligations 
with regard to DSP’s management of special events at Cesar Chavez Plaza, located in the block 
between I and J Streets and 9th and 10th Streets, and St. Rose of Lima Park, located on a half block 
at 7th and K Streets, and protect the City’s investment in these community facilities.

Financial Considerations:  This Agreement has no impact on the City’s General Fund, since under 
the prior agreement DSP did not pay special event fees. No funding is requested with this item.

Local Business Enterprise (LBE):  Not applicable.
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Background

DSP was formed in 1991 for the purpose of improving the economic health and quality 

of life in Downtown Sacramento through the development and support of arts and 

entertainment venues and innovative event programming. DSP’s role as a property and 

business improvement district is also to provide security and visitor guides, and to clean 

the sidewalks and assist in maintaining the landscaping along K Street.  DSP’s board of 

directors include representatives from City, downtown businesses, arts community and 

the general public.      

On March 1, 1999, City and DSP entered into an agreement (City Agreement No. 99-

040) which allowed DSP to oversee all of the special events at Cesar Chavez Plaza, St. 

Rose of Lima Park and the K Street Mall when it was a pedestrian mall, while City

continued to maintain these parks and the mall.  

DSP has served as the sponsor for the Friday Night summer concerts at Cesar Chavez 

Plaza, the seasonal Farmers Markets at Cesar Chavez Plaza, and the ice skating rink at 

St. Rose of Lima Park during the winter holiday season.  DSP was also allowed to 

permit other groups to hold special events at these parks.  City did not charge DSP a 

permit fee for the events DSP sponsored or monitored and DSP was able to retain all 

of the revenues paid by groups that use these parks for special events.  This permit fee 

waiver arrangement was made in consideration for DSP providing regular monitoring of 

these parks by its downtown guides and undertaking other promotional and public 

service programs to benefit downtown.  The prior agreement expired on December 31, 

2006, but the Parties have continued with this arrangement under those same terms 

and conditions.  

Over the past few years, City has completely renovated St. Rose of Lima Park and 

made major improvements to Cesar Chavez Plaza, including rebuilding the stage, 

replacing tables and benches, and planting new landscaping.  City also converted the K 

Street pedestrian mall into a public street, so special events which would require this 

street to be closed are no longer managed by DSP.  

The Parties desire to enter into a new agreementwhich limits DSP’s responsibility to 

only those special events that are organized and managed by DSP at Cesar Chavez 

Plaza and St. Rose of Lima Park. City would reassume responsibility for issuing special 

event permits to other groups for use of these parks, and retain those permit fees to 

help off-set the costs to maintain these parks. 
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