
James Sanchez, City Attorney Shirley Concolino, City Clerk Russell Fehr, City Treasurer

John F. Shirey, City Manager

Meeting Date: 7/15/2014

Report Type: Consent

Report ID: 2014-00462

Title: Approval of Artwork Designs for the Capitol Box Public Art Project

Location: District 4

Recommendation: Pass a Motion 1) approving the artwork designs (“Artworks”) depicted in 
Attachment 3 for placement on designated utility boxes in the downtown area as part of the Capitol 
Box Public Art Project; and 2) authorizing the City Manager or his designee to enter into an 
agreement with the Capitol Area Development Authority for the installation of the Artworks on the 
designated utility boxes at zero cost to the City.

Contact: Shelly Willis, Executive Director, (916) 808-3971, Sacramento Metropolitan Arts 
Commission

Presenter: None

Department: Convention and Cultural Services

Division: Metro Arts-APP

Dept ID: 17001821

Attachments:

1-Description/Analysis

2-CADA / City Contract

3-Artist Name, Artwork, and Location of Utility Box
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Description/Analysis 

Issue Detail: This report recommends Council authorize the placement of the 28 designs (the 

“Artworks”) identified in Attachment 3 on designated utility boxes in the downtown area as part of the 

Capitol Box Public Art Project.  The Capitol Area Development Agency (“CADA”), as explained in the 

proposed agreement in Attachment 2, has agreed to fund and manage the installation of the Artworks 

as well as fund and maintain the Artworks, indefinitely, until the City requests their removal.  

Policy Considerations: The Sacramento Metropolitan Arts Commission (the “Commission”) 

approval of the designs for the Capitol Box Public Art Project meets standard Art in Public Places

policies and procedures and the goal of site-specific public art.

Economic Impacts:  None.

Environmental Considerations: Under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) guidelines, 

Title 14, Section 15378(b), continuing administrative activities do not constitute a project and are 

therefore exempt from CEQA review.

Sustainability: Not applicable.

Commission/Committee Action: In accordance with City Code section 2.84.080(E), the 

Commission has the authority to make recommendations to the City on all works of art to be acquired 

by the City either by purchase or gift.  For the Capitol Box Public Art Project, staff issued a Request 

for Qualifications (RFQ), inviting qualified artists residing in Sacramento to apply to participate in the 

project.  At staff’s request, a panel of the Commission met to consider the applications.  The panel 

identified 20 artists who were qualified to submit design proposals for the project, based on their past 

experience with public art.  Those artists then submitted their artwork proposals, and on April 21, 

2014, the Commission approved all Artworks that were submitted, recommending them to the City for 

placement on City utility boxes.  

Rationale for Recommendation: The goals of the Capitol Box Public Art Project are to:

 Beautify the capitol area in an effort to enhance the enjoyment and quality of life for City 

residents and visitors; 

 Encourage revitalization of the area;

 Increase pedestrian activity in the area;

 Increase the public’s experience of contemporary art;

 Create a more vibrant art scene;

 Transform utility boxes into works of art; and

 Discourage graffiti tagging of public property.

The Artworks are being recommended for approval because:

 They further the goals of the project, as identified above;
 They are visually interesting, appealing and engaging on many levels;
 They represent a high quality of craftsmanship; and
 The artists have the ability and experience to complete the designs as proposed.
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If approved by council, the Artworks will be transferred to vinyl and professionally affixed to the 

designated utility boxes.  The vinyl pieces will be adhered to the box so as to give the illusion that the 

Artwork was painted directly onto the box.  The City will own the Artworks and, accordingly, retains 

the right to remove them at any time.  The artists have been compensated for their work.  

By approving the placement of the Artworks, the City does not intend to create a forum for public 

expression, but rather is expressing its own government speech.  The City has driven the artist- and 

art-selection process from the beginning, putting out an RFQ to artists and working with the 

Commission to select the artists and review their design proposals, consistent with the Commission’s

authority to make recommendations on all works of art to be acquired by the City either by purchase 

or gift.  The city council has final approval authority over the Artworks and the designation of the utility 

boxes on which the Artworks will be placed.  

Financial Considerations: Through the proposed agreement, CADA will fund the installation of the 

Artworks, their ongoing maintenance, and will reimburse the City its costs in managing and facilitating 

the City’s artist selection and design approval process, in an amount up to, but not-to-exceed, $1,500.  

Local Business Enterprise (LBE): CADA is a joint powers agency located in downtown 

Sacramento.

3 of 45



4 of 45

nhessel
Back to Report TOC



5 of 45



6 of 45



7 of 45



8 of 45



9 of 45



10 of 45



11 of 45



12 of 45



13 of 45



14 of 45



15 of 45



16 of 45



17 of 45



18 of 45



19 of 45



20 of 45



21 of 45



22 of 45



23 of 45



24 of 45



25 of 45



26 of 45



27 of 45



28 of 45



29 of 45



30 of 45



31 of 45



ATTACHMENT 3
Artist Name, Artwork, and Location of Utility Box

Artist: Laura Caron. Location: 12th & P

Artist: Laura Caron. Location: 5th & Capitol
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Artist: Nathan Cordero. Location: 16th & P

Artist: Julia Couzens. 12th & Q
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Artist: Rodante Declarador. Location: 15th & K

Artist: Roma Devanbu. Location: 16th & S

34 of 45



Artist: Mark Emerson. Location: 15th & S

Artist: Gioia Fonda. Location: 9th & O
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Artist: Sandy Hernandez. Location: 15th & N.

Artist: Erik Hosino. Location: 16th & Q
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Artist: Erik Hosino. Location: 3rd & Capitol

Artist: William Ishmael. Location: 16th & Capitol
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Artist: Brenda Louie. Location: 7th & N

Artist: Janine Maparunga. Location: 16th & K
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Artist: Janine Maparunga. Location: 9th & Capitol

Artist: Jim Piskoti. Location: 16th & L
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Artist: Jim Piskoti. Location: 8th & Capitol

Artist: Arturo Romero. Location: 15th & Q
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Artist: Donald Satterlee. Location: 8th & N

Artist: Sam Sellers. Location: 15th & L
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Artist: Sam Sellers. Location: 3rd & N

Artist: Susan Silvester. Location: 10th & O
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Artist: Melissa Uroff. Location: 16th & J

Artist: Melissa Uroff. Location: 6th & Capitol
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Artist: Bryan Valenzuela. Location: 8th & O

Artist: Bryan Valenzuela. Location: 7th & Capitol
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Artist: Kerri Warner. Location: 15th & J

Artist: Kerri Warner. Location: 4th & Capitol
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