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Description/Analysis 

Issue:  The lower American River (LAR) Flow Management Standard 

(FMS) update project is an essential element of the Water Forum 

Agreement (WFA).  This report identifies the need for professional 

services for the FMS project being conducted under the auspices of the 

City-County Office of Metropolitan Water Planning (CCOMWP), which 

staffs and manages the Water Forum Successor Effort (WFSE).  The 

proposed professional services agreement with cbec, inc. eco-

engineering will provide for technical services necessary to continue 

the development of the Environmental Impact Report for the LAR FMS.

Policy Considerations: City Council approval is required for contracts 

of $100,000 or more.

Environmental Considerations:  

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA):

This report concerns administrative activities that will not have a 

significant effect on the environment and do not constitute a “project” 

as defined by CEQA [CEQA Guidelines Sections 15061(b)(3); 

15378(b)(2)].

Sustainability Considerations: Approval of this agreement is 

consistent with the City of Sacramento’s Sustainability Master Plan 

Goals. Pursuit of a Flow Management Standard for the lower American 

River that is more protective of fisheries and aquatic resources is a 

fundamental element of the Water Forum Agreement, which is 

supported by the City’s Sustainability Goal No. 7 - Parks, Open Space 

and Habitat Conservation.

Commission/Committee Action: None.

Rationale for Recommendation:  Funding for work on the lower American 

River FMS EIR was approved with adoption of the FY2014/15 CCOMWP 

budget.  Approval of this professional services agreement is consistent with 

the approved budget. In July 2009, CCOMWP staff developed a scope of 

work for the professional services needed for this effort and solicited 

Qualifications Statements from consulting firms. A selection committee 

reviewed the qualifications received and selected HDR Engineering, Inc. as 

the top ranked firm to lead the project team and prepare the Environmental 
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Impact Report (EIR).  Since that time, the project team has identified 

additional services needed from cbec, inc. eco-engineering to complete the 

EIR.

Financial Considerations:  The agreement, which ends in August 2015, is 

for a total not-to-exceed amount of $346,000.  There are sufficient 

resources available in the FY2014/15 CCOMWP budget for the proposed 

agreement in the CCOMWP fund (Fund 7103) for the Water Forum Successor 

Effort (WFSE) and the Habitat Management Element fund (Fund 7104) for 

the Habitat Management Element (HME).    

The WFSE and HME are supported by a cost share agreement among the 

City of Sacramento, County of Sacramento, and other cost share partners 

including the City of Roseville, City of Folsom, Placer County Water Agency, 

Sacramento Municipal Water District, San Juan Water District (Placer County 

Service Area), and the El Dorado County Water Agency.  The City’s portion 

of this funding is provided from the Water Fund (Fund 6005) rather than the 

City’s General Fund.

Local Business Enterprise (LBE):  No LBE requirements apply because 

cbec, inc. eco-engineering was selected as a member of the draft EIR team 

prior to adoption of the City’s LBE program. 
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Background Information:
 The City and County of Sacramento created the City-County Office of Metropolitan 

Water Planning (CCOMWP) in 1991 to pursue a joint water planning effort in the 
greater Sacramento Metropolitan area.  

 In 1993, a diverse group of business and agricultural leaders, citizens groups, 
environmentalists, water managers, and local governments formed the 
Sacramento Area Water Forum.    

 In 1999, Water Forum members approved a comprehensive Water Forum 
Agreement (WFA) (City Agreement No. 1999-222).  The WFA consists of 
integrated actions necessary for providing a regional solution to water shortages, 
environmental damage, groundwater contamination, and limited economic 
prosperity.  

 The CCOMWP has been charged with staffing the effort to implement the WFA, 
known as the Water Forum Successor Effort (WFSE). 

 A revised flow standard that is more protective of the aquatic resources of the 
lower American River (LAR) is one of the WFA’s seven elements and critical to
meeting its two co-equal objectives. These activities may include submittal of a 
petition to the State Water Resources Control Board by the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation, to add conditions to Reclamation’s Folsom Reservoir water right 
permits that provide for flow releases to the LAR in accordance with the proposed 
LAR FMS.  

 In July 2009, CCOMWP staff developed a scope of work for the professional 
services needed for this effort and solicited Qualifications Statements from 
consulting firms. A selection committee reviewed the qualifications received and 
chose HDR Engineering, Inc. as the top ranked firm to lead the project team and 
prepare the Environmental Impact Report (EIR).  cbec, inc. eco-engineering has 
conducted extensive technical analysis as a part of this team to provide specific  
and unique modeling and analysis required for the EIR.  

 The Sacramento City Council previously authorized professional service 
agreements with cbec, inc., eco-engineering for related work under C2009-1029 
for an amount not to exceed $310,576 and under 2012-0124 for an amount not to 
exceed $562,800.

 The proposed agreement will allow cbec, inc., eco-engineering to remain a part of 
the team and carry on with crucial work necessary to develop and prepare 
associated EIR chapters. 

 In FY2014/15 the CCOMWP, on behalf of the WFSE, will continue work on 
environmental documentation, such as providing the analytical tools to assess 
differences in water temperatures in the LAR between scenarios. Reduced water 
temperatures are expected to be one of the most significant environmental 
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benefits of the proposed FMS, thus accurately characterizing differences between 
scenarios is of critical importance to the completion of the EIR. 
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