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Description/Analysis 

Issue Detail: Staff recommends approval of a professional services agreement with Wood Rodgers 
Inc. for the design of the Fairbairn Water Treatment Plant (FWTP) Groundwater Well. The City’s 
2013 Water Supply Master Plan identified FWTP as a favorable location for a new groundwater well.

Policy Considerations:  The FWTP Groundwater Well Project is consistent with both City and 
regional water planning efforts to provide a safe and reliable water supply. On July 24, 2012 the City 
Council authorized the City Manager to enter into an agreement with the Regional Water Authority to 
receive Proposition 84 grant funding.  The grant funding provided resources for several water supply 
projects, including the FWTP Groundwater Well.  Collectively, the projects being funded by 
Proposition 84 are all consistent with the City Council focus areas of public safety, economic 
development, and sustainability, and livability. 

Economic Impacts:  None.

Environmental Considerations: The City’s Environmental Planning Services has reviewed the 
proposed agreement and determined that approval of the agreement is exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) under the general rule that CEQA only applies to projects which 
have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15061(b)(3). The approval of the agreement would not result in any significant effect on the 
environment. In conjunction with project design, City staff will conduct environmental review for 
construction of the well, or determine if an exemption applies, as applicable under CEQA, prior to 
approval of any contract for well construction.

Sustainability: The City is committed to developing an efficient and dependable groundwater supply 
that will increase the City’s water supply reliability and support a surface water/groundwater 
conjunctive use program.   This report’s recommendation is consistent with the City’s Strategic Plan 
Goals of achieving sustainability, livability, and expanding economic development throughout the City.

Commission/Committee Action: None.

Rationale for Recommendation: In September of 2013, the Department of Utilities (DOU) received 
statements of qualifications from 16 consulting firms that responded to a Request for Qualifications 
(#Q14141311004) for on-call engineering design services. Based on review and evaluation of those 
16 qualification statements, DOU pre-qualified five on-call firms, one of which is Wood Rodgers. 
Wood Rodgers was selected to design this project from the on-call list, which is effective through 
June 2015.  The primary criteria distinguishing Wood Rodgers from the other firms on the list is their 
significant expertise in designing groundwater wells near the proposed project site.  Approval of a 
Professional Services Agreement with Wood Rodgers will allow the City to proceed with the design of 
the new groundwater well to increase the reliability of the City’s water supply system.

Financial Considerations: The design services agreement is for an amount not-to-exceed 

$194,000. Sufficient funding is available as the remaining amount of available funding for the FWTP 

Groundwater Well Project (CIP Z14120200) is $1,153,000 from Water (Fund 6005) and Water Grant 

(Fund 6205) Funds.  

Local Business Enterprise (LBE): Wood Rodgers Inc. is a LBE.
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Background

Fairbairn Water Treatment Plant Groundwater Well Project

In 2013, the Department of Utilities (DOU) completed a Water Supply Master Plan
(Plan).  The Plan recommended replacement of the some existing groundwater wells 
due to the poor condition of those wells.   Based on a prior hydrogeologic report that 
considered groundwater quality, geologic formations, and potential production, the 
Fairbairn Water Treatment Plant was recommended as a site for a new well.       

On July 24, 2012, the City entered into an agreement with the Regional Water Authority 
to receive Proposition 84 grant funding to assist the City with several water supply 
projects, which included the FWTP Groundwater Well Project.  Each project and its 
associated funding are provided below in Table 1.

Table 1

Project # Project Name

City Match for 
Grant 

Reimbursement 
Eligibility

Grant 
Amount to 

City

RWA Grant 
Management 
Cost to the 
City Not-to-

Exceed

Z14005400
Shasta Park 
Reservoir

$5,400,000 $988,199 $15,411

Z14010000
Residential 
Meter 
Program

$0 $304,365 $4,851

Z14120200 FWTP Well $100K $988,198 $15,411

Total $5,500,000 $2,280,762 $35,569
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