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Title: Agreement: Issuance of Revocable Permit with New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC, for a 
Telecommunications Tower at Witter Ranch Park
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Recommendation: Pass a Resolution authorizing the City Manager or the City Manager’s designee 
to execute a ten-year Agreement for Issuance of Revocable Permit with one ten-year renewal option 
with New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC, and any other documents necessary to implement the 
agreement, for the installation and maintenance of a telecommunications tower and associated 
equipment at Witter Ranch Park.

Contact: Ken Hancock, Real Property Agent II, (916) 808-5752; Bill Sinclair, Facilities and Real 
Property Superintendent, (916) 808-1905, Department of General Services
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Description/Analysis 

Issue Detail: New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC, (AT&T) is interested in improving its cellular phone 
network and approached City staff with its request to locate wireless telecommunication facilities on 
the Witter Ranch Park site. A ten-year agreement with a ten-year renewal option for issuance of a 
revocable permit has been negotiated with AT&T. The installation and location at Witter Ranch Park
will improve cellular coverage and data capacity in the area.

Policy Considerations: The recommendations included in this report are consistent with City Code
Chapter 3.76.

Economic Impacts:  None

Environmental Considerations: 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): The Community Development Department,
Environmental Planning Services Division has reviewed this project and determined that
it is exempt from the provisions of CEQA in accordance with Section 15303, New Construction or 
Conversion of Small Structures. The project consists of the construction and location of a new 
stealth telecommunications structure. The construction and location of this project will not result in 
any significant impacts.

Sustainability: Not applicable

Commission/Committee Action: The recommended project to install a wireless telecommunications 
facility at Witter Ranch Park was approved by the Parks and Recreation Commission on May 2, 2013 
and the Planning and Design Commission on June 27, 2013.  

Rationale for Recommendation: In April 2011, representatives from Council District 1, the 
Parks and Recreation Department, the Witter Ranch Community Association (WRCA) and 
AT&T met at Witter Ranch Park to conduct an initial assessment of the feasibility for the 
construction, operation and maintenance of a wireless telecommunications facility (WTF) within 
the boundary of the park. The City’s growing population in conjunction with the rapid 
technological advances of the telecommunications industry has strained existing cellular and 
data services throughout the City. In areas where there are few nearby telecommunications 
towers, cellular coverage and data capacity is considerably slower.  AT&T’s request to construct 
a wireless telecommunications facility at Witter Ranch Park will address the significant need for 
additional cellular coverage and data capacity in this particular area.  The proposed 
telecommunication facility consists of twelve antennas that will be mounted on a 70’ tall stealth 
tower in the guise of a water tower.  

Financial Considerations: Revenue from the recommended agreement will be budgeted in the 
General Fund (Fund 1001) in the Citywide and Community Services operating unit in accordance with 
Resolution No. 2012-022 adopted by City Council on January 31, 2012.  The agreement includes an 
initial term of ten years with one ten-year renewal option, and annual permit fee increases of 3.5 
percent.  Permit fees will begin at $21,000 in the first year and increase to $28,621 by the tenth year 
for a total of $246,360 at the end of the tenth year.  If the renewal option is exercised the base permit 
fee will be adjusted to reflect the then current inflation rate, after which the base rent will increase 3.5 
percent each year for the remainder of the option period.     
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Local Business Enterprise (LBE): No goods or services are being purchased as a result of this 

report.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2014-

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council

November 25, 2014

AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT FOR ISSUANCE OF REVOCABLE PERMIT WITH NEW CINGULAR 
WIRELESS PCS, LLC, FOR A TELECOMMUNICATIONS TOWER AT WITTER RANCH PARK

BACKGROUND

A. New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC, (AT&T) is interested in improving its cellular phone network 
and approached City staff with its request to locate wireless telecommunication facilities on the 
Witter Ranch Park site. A ten-year agreement with a ten-year renewal option for Issuance of a 
Revocable Permit has been negotiated with AT&T. The installation and location at Witter Ranch 
Park will improve cellular coverage and data capacity in the area.

B. In accordance with City Code Chapter 3.76, the City Council may by resolution grant permits 
revocable at its will for minor or temporary purposes or privileges on public property subject to 
such terms and conditions as it deems necessary for the public interest.

B. Revenue from the recommended agreement will be budgeted in the General Fund (Fund 1001) 
in the Citywide and Community Services operating unit in accordance with Resolution No. 2012-
022 adopted by City Council on January 31, 2012.  The agreement includes an initial term of ten 
years with one ten-year renewal option, and annual permit fee increases of 3.5 percent.  Permit 
fees will begin at $21,000 in the first year and increase to $28,621 by the tenth year for a total of 
$246,360 at the end of the tenth year.  If the renewal option is exercised the base permit fee will 
be adjusted to reflect the then current inflation rate, after which the base rent will increase 3.5 
percent each year for the remainder of the option period.    

       

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL RESOLVES 

AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The City Manager or the City Manager’s designee is hereby authorized to execute a 
ten-year Agreement for Issuance of Revocable Permit with one ten-year renewal option 
with New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC, and any other documents necessary to 
implement the agreement, for the installation and maintenance of a telecommunications 
tower and associated equipment at Witter Ranch Park.
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