
James Sanchez, City Attorney Shirley Concolino, City Clerk Russell Fehr, City Treasurer

John F. Shirey, City Manager

Meeting Date: 12/2/2014

Report Type: Consent

Report ID: 2014-00858

Title: Contract: On-Call Veterinarian Services

Location: Citywide

Recommendation: Pass a Motion: 1) awarding a five-year contract to Mueller Animal Hospital, Inc. 
for on-call veterinarian services in an amount not to exceed $500,000 for the five-year period; and 2) 
authorizing the City Manager or the City Manager’s designee to execute the contract specified above 
provided that sufficient funds are available in the budget adopted for the applicable fiscal year.

Contact: Gina Knepp, Animal Care Services Manager, (916) 808-8333, Department of General 
Services

Presenter: None

Department: General Services

Division: Animal Care / Shelter

Dept ID: 13001131

Attachments:
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2-Agreement
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Description/Analysis 

Issue Detail: The Department of General Services (DGS), Animal Care Services Division, has a 
need for on-call veterinarian services to provide immediate medical care for sick or injured animals 
during the hours when the Animal Care shelter is closed, when the Animal Care Services staff 
veterinarian is unavailable, or when the level of care requires a specialized surgical technique or 
equipment that the Animal Care shelter does not have.    

Policy Considerations: The recommendations in this report are in accordance with the 
provisions of City Code Chapter 3.64 and Administrative Policy 4102 regarding contracts for 
professional services.  

Economic Impacts:  None

Environmental Considerations: 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): In accordance with Section 15061(b)(3) of 
the CEQA Guidelines, no environmental review is necessary because the recommendations 
in this report involve veterinarian services, which can be seen with certainty to have no 
significant effect on the environment.

Sustainability: Not applicable

Commission/Committee Action: None

Rationale for Recommendation: To meet the need for on-call veterinarian services, DGS issued 
Request for Qualifications (RFQ) No. Q15131131001 on August 7, 2014.  The plan was to receive a 
sufficient number of qualifying RFQ submittals to establish a list of on-call veterinarians, as DGS has 
done previously with on-call contractors for work on public facilities.  However, even though outreach 
to local veterinarians was done and the RFQ response time was extended by three weeks, no 
responses were received.  When no responses are received Administrative Policy 4102 allows the 
use of a different procurement method, which includes direct negotiation with potential service 
providers.  As a result, Animal Care Services has negotiated on-call veterinarian services with Mueller 
Animal Hospital, Inc. and this report recommends executing the proposed contract.
  
Financial Considerations: The estimated need for on-call veterinarian services is $100,000 per 
year.  Sufficient funding is available in the DGS FY2014/15 operating budget (General Fund, 
Fund 1001) for on-call veterinarian services through June 30, 2015.  Purchases for these 
services after June 30, 2015 are subject to funding availability in the budget adopted for the 
applicable fiscal year.  

Local Business Enterprise (LBE): Mueller Animal Hospital, Inc. is a local business enterprise.
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