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Title: Supplemental Agreement to Master Services Agreement for On-Call Material Sampling 
and Testing Services
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Recommendation: Pass a Motion approving Supplemental Agreements for On-Call Material Sampling 
and Testing Services in the amount of $120,000 each with Twining, Inc, Kleinfelder, and Geocon 
Consultants, Inc.

Contact: Jon Blank, Supervising Engineer, (916) 808-7914; Nicholas Theocharides, Engineering 
Services Manager, (916) 808-5065, Department of Public Works
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Dept ID: 15001111
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Description/Analysis 

Issue: On-call consultant services agreements are used to provide material 
sampling and testing services for capital improvement projects, encroachment 
permits, and private development projects.  Consultants provide material sampling 
and testing services with short notice on a variety of projects through an on-call 
Master Services Agreement.

Policy Considerations: The action requested is consistent with Chapter 3.64 of the 
Sacramento City Code and existing policy regarding professional services 
agreements for capital improvement projects.

Economic Impacts: None.

Environmental Considerations: 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA):  The approval of professional 
service agreements is not considered a project as defined by Section 15378 of 
the California Environmental Quality Act guidelines.  The recommended action 
involves no physical construction and has no potential to cause a significant 
impact to the environment.

Sustainability Considerations: The approval of on-call consultant services 
agreements ensures that the City has the ability to provide timely material 
sampling and testing services as part of the construction inspection of projects 
which support the Cities sustainability goals. 

Commission/Committee Action: None.

Rationale for Recommendation: Approval of the Supplemental Agreements for 
the on-call Master Services Agreements with Twining, Inc, Kleinfelder, and Geocon 
Consultants, Inc, are needed to provide timely materials sampling and testing 
services for capital improvement projects, private development projects, and 
encroachment permits.

Financial Considerations:  Purchase orders encumbering funds under these 
agreements will not be created until projects and funding are identified. Funding for 
each purchase order may be provided from development project fees, encroachment 
permit fees, capital improvement project budgets, or in department operating budgets. 
Consultants may have multiple assignments in a given year; however, the aggregate 
amount shall not exceed $120,000.

Local Business Enterprise (LBE): Twining, Inc, Kleinfelder, and Geocon Consultants, 
Inc, Local Business Enterprises.
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Attachment 1

Background Information:  

On-call consultant master services agreements provide for independent assurance 
testing of soils, manufactured aggregates, concrete, asphalt, and other work associated 
with the construction and inspection of private development projects, encroachment 
permits, and capital improvement projects. To improve efficiencies and provide a 
system with greater flexibility, the Department of Public Works provides inspection and 
material sampling and testing services on all construction work within the public right of 
way, including work undertaken by the Department of Utilities.  

Currently, the City has on-call Master Services Agreements for materials testing on 
locally funded projects with three firms: Twining Inc, Kleinfelder, and Geocon 
Consultants, Inc in the amount of $90,000 each.  With the increase in sewer and water 
projects funded through the City’s water and sewer capital bond program, Supplemental 
Agreements to increase the amount of each on-call Master Services Agreement is 
needed to provide timely material sampling and testing services. 

The Department of Public Works advertised a request for proposals for the existing on-
call material and testing services covering the 2014 and 2015 construction seasons.  
Fifteen firms responded.  A panel of City staff from the Department of Public Works and 
the Department of Utilities reviewed and evaluated the firm’s proposals based on 
experience, qualifications, and Local Business Enterprise utilization. The top three firms 
were selected for on-call contracts and are near their budget limit after providing 
services during the past six months. The consultant hourly compensation rates were 
negotiated as part of the existing contracts and are compliant with prevailing wage 
requirements.

Consultants provide services for projects through a task order process for each project. 
A firm is contacted, scope of work is established, and a budget is agreed to.  A task 
order indicating project name, scope and budget is then signed by the consulting firm 
receiving the task order, the City’s Supervising Engineer over the Construction Section, 
and the City’ project manager if one is assigned.  
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