
James Sanchez, City Attorney Shirley Concolino, City Clerk Russell Fehr, City Treasurer

John F. Shirey, City Manager

Meeting Date: 3/3/2015

Report Type: Consent

Report ID: 2015-00109

Title: Agreement: Drinking Water Quality Regulatory Consultation Services

Location: Citywide

Recommendation: Pass a Motion authorizing the City Manager, or the City Manager's designee, to: 
a) sign a Professional Services Agreement with Water Quality & Treatment Solutions, Inc., for
Drinking Water Quality Regulatory Consultation Services for an initial term of one-year with up to two 
one-year renewals, in an amount not-to-exceed $149,835 for the maximum three-year term; and b) 
approve the annual renewals provided that sufficient funds are available for this purpose in the 
budget adopted for the applicable fiscal year(s).

Contact: Dan Sherry, Interim Engineering & Water Resources Manager, (916) 808-1419; Pravani 
Vandeyar, Operations & Maintenance Superintendent, (916) 808-3765, Department of Utilities

Presenter: None

Department: Department Of Utilities

Division: Water Quality Lab & R&D

Dept ID: 14001371

Attachments:

1-Description/Analysis

2-Background

3-Contract Drinking Water Consultant

_______________________________________________________________
City Attorney Review

Approved as to Form

Joe Robinson

2/23/2015 6:19:56 PM
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Description/Analysis:

Issue: The Department of Utilities (DOU) has an on-going need for consultant services to support the 
City’s drinking water quality program.  The program is tasked with ensuring compliance with state and 
federal drinking water regulations including optimization of drinking water processes. The City’s 
drinking water program tracks upcoming drinking water regulations and evaluates potential effects to 
the City’s facilities.  The consultant supports various activities including tracking of upcoming drinking 
water regulations, updating monitoring plans, and planning and conducting efforts for optimization of 
drinking water treatment processes to ensure water quality compliance with regulatory requirements. 

Policy Considerations:  Compliance with state and federal drinking water quality regulations is 
consistent with the City Council focus areas of public safety, sustainability and livability.  City Council 
approval is required for service contracts in amounts of $100,000 or more.  

Economic Impacts: None

Committee/Commission Action:  Not applicable

Environmental Considerations: 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA):  The Community Development Department, 
Environmental Services Manager has determined that the proposed action is exempt from the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) under Section 15061(b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines.  
The activity is covered by the general rule that CEQA applies only to projects which have the 
potential for causing a significant effect on the environment.  Where it can be seen with certainty 
that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the 
environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA. The proposed action also constitutes an ongoing 
administrative activity that is not a “project” under CEQA (CEQA Guidelines Section 15378(b)).

Sustainability Considerations: The City’s drinking water quality monitoring program is consistent 
with the 2030 General Plan and the goals and targets of the City’s Sustainability Master Plan by 
protecting the sources of water.

Rationale for Recommendation: On November 26, 2014, DOU issued Request for Qualifications 
(RFQ) #Q15141371014 for Drinking Water Quality Regulatory Consultation Services.  The project 
was publicly advertised and two Statements of Qualifications (SOQs) were received and opened on 
January 7, 2015.  The DOU selection panel evaluated the SOQs submitted and determined WQTS 
Laboratories, Inc. (WQTS) to be the top-ranked firm to provide these services.  

Financial Considerations: The proposed services will be charged to Water Quality Laboratory and 
Research and Development operating budget (water fund 6005).  The proposed agreement has an 
initial one-year term, in the amount of $49,945, with two one-year renewal options, for a total not-to-
exceed amount of $149,835 over the maximum three year term.  There is sufficient funding available 
for the FY 2014/15 initial one-year term.  Renewal of the contract for succeeding one-year terms will 
be subject to the availability of funds in the budget adopted for the applicable fiscal year.

Local Business Enterprise (LBE): WQTS meets the City’s LBE participation requirement.
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Background

The City of Sacramento Department of Utilities is responsible for drinking water 
production. The City’s drinking water supply depends on three water sources: the 
American River, the Sacramento River, and groundwater.  Approximately 85 percent of 
the supply is provided by the City’s two water treatment plants: The E.A. Fairbairn 
Water Treatment Plant which draws from the American River water just downstream of 
the Howe Avenue Bridge, and the Sacramento River Water Treatment Plant which 
draws a blend of the American and Sacramento Rivers just downstream of their 
confluence. The remaining 15 percent of the supply is provided by 29 wells.

The City’s drinking water program tracks upcoming drinking water regulations and 
evaluates potential effects to the City’s facilities with assistance from drinking water 
quality consultants.  The drinking water program manages the City’s drinking water 
monitoring program as well as treatment process optimization, and utilizes consultant 
services for various assignments. 

This program includes preparation of regulatory updates, updating and maintaining 
water quality monitoring plans, review of the annual Consumer Confidence Report and 
triennial Public Health Goal Report for the City’s two surface water treatment plants and 
wells, as well as technical advice on topics such as: serving as technical advisor for 
water system modifications; providing technical support for special subjects (i.e. 
emerging contaminants, the relationship of upcoming regulations to water supply 
planning considerations, water treatment plant residuals management and regulatory 
compliance, chlorination/disinfection, and other topics related to investigating, 
maintaining, or improving drinking water quality.)
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