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execute a Professional Services Agreement with RMC Water and Environment to provide on-call 
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Description Analysis

Issue Detail: Professional services agreements with engineering firms are used to 

provide specialized engineering services with short notice through an on-call 

agreement. Executing an on-call agreement with RMC Water and Environment (RMC) 

for engineering services during construction will assist the Department of Utilities staff 

to manage six concurrent water meter and water main replacement projects in 

construction. 

Policy Considerations: This report’s recommendations are consistent with the City’s 

Strategic Plan Goals of enhancing and preserving the neighborhoods and supporting 

the economic vitality of the area. These engineering services will support the City’s 

expedited water meter retrofit efforts.

Economic Impacts:  None

Environmental Considerations:  None

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA):  The Community Development 

Department, Environmental Planning Services Division has determined that approving 

contracts for firms to provide engineering services during construction for water main 

replacement and meter retrofit projects, are exempt from CEQA under Section 

15061(b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines.  This activity is covered by the general rule that 

CEQA applies only to projects which have the potential for causing a significant effect 

on the environment.  Where it can be shown with certainty that there is no possibility 

that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the environment, the activity 

is not subject to CEQA.  The individual water main replacement and meter retrofit 

projects will be evaluated for CEQA compliance after design.  

Sustainability:  The water meter retrofit projects have been reviewed for consistency 

with the goals, policies, and targets of the Sustainability Master Plan and the 2030 

General Plan.  The projects will advance these goals, policies, and targets by ensuring 

that the City continues to provide an adequate and safe water supply to its customers.

Commission/Committee Action:  Not Applicable

Rationale for Recommendation:  Approval of an agreement with RMC is needed to 

provide the City with engineering services during construction, which entails assisting 

City staff during the simultaneous construction of six water main replacement and water 

meter retrofit projects. These projects include replacement of deteriorating water mains, 

installation of individual water services and water meters, and improvement of fire 

protection, thereby enhancing the City’s ability to provide a safe and reliable water 
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supply to City customers today and into the future.  The use of on-call agreements is an 

efficient way to manage an extremely large number of projects.

RMC is on the Department of Utilities’ on-call list for these services.  A Request for 

Qualifications for On-Call Engineering Services for Water Main Replacement and Meter 

Retrofit Projects was advertised on July 15, 2013. On August 6, 2013, the Department 

of Utilities received Statement of Qualifications (SOQs) from the following fifteen firms:

 Bennett Engineering

 Carollo, Coastland

 Creegan & D’Angelo

 Domenichelli & Associates

 Forsgren

 HDR

 HydroScience Engineers

 JTS

 KASL Consulting Engineers

 Kennedy Jenks

 MRPE

 Peterson Brustad Inc.

 RMC

 West Yost Associates

Based on evaluation of the SOQs submitted, the top three firms placed on the on-call 

list were West Yost Associates, RMC, and HDR Engineering, Inc..

Financial Considerations:  The total amount of this agreement will not exceed 

$598,715. This cost will be paid for with funds from the Water Meter Program 

(Z14010000).  There are sufficient funds in Z14010000 (Fund 6005) to approve the 

agreement.  

Local Business Enterprise (LBE):  The On-Call list for Engineering Services for Water 

Main Replacement and Meter Retrofit Projects was approved prior to establishment of 

the City’s LBE participation requirement for professional service agreements. 
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Background

Based on the Department of Utilities’ Request for Qualifications for the performance of on-call 

engineering services, West Yost Associates, RMC Water and Environment, HDR Engineering, Inc. 

were selected as the three firms most qualified to provide these engineering services, based on 

having the top three highest rankings in the City’s evaluations of the Statement of Qualifications.

West Yost Associates, the top ranked firm, was already used as a design consultant for the East 

Sacramento Water Main Replacement Phase 3 project. RMC was the second ranked firm. 

A scope of work for the engineering services during construction for six water main replacement and 

meter retrofit projects has been negotiated with RMC Water and Environment, for an amount not to 

exceed $598,715.

The scope of work will include the following major tasks:

 Respond to RFIs, review plans and specifications, and coordinate with inspectors and 
designers for comprehensive responses

 Assist with analyzing potential change orders, and provide recommendations based on merit 
and fair compensation;

 Attend weekly project specific construction meetings and assist staff with preparing agendas, 
and meeting minutes;

 Resolve design issues during construction, and coordinate with inspector, contractor, and 
designer as needed;

 Respond to public complaints, and meet with the public when assistance is requested by the 
inspector;

 Assist with responding to customer calls from a designated hotline
 Monitor and report construction project progress, budgets, and schedules
 Provide weekly, or as needed, updates, and summarize project status of items above for each 

assigned project;
 Maintain organized, legible files for each project indicating the tasks performed;
 Coordination of calls from a designated hotline and assisting with responding to customers 

and/or forwarding calls to the appropriate person
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