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Description/Analysis 

Issue Detail: In 2011, the City of Sacramento and County of Sacramento entered into a cooperative 
agreement (Agreement No. 2011-0102) for the County’s Environmental Management Department 
(EMD) to perform industrial and commercial facility inspections, within the City, for stormwater 
ordinance compliance. Such inspections are required by the terms of the National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) permit (Permit No. CAS082597) that governs the City’s stormwater 
system. The term of the prior agreement has expired and City and County staff have negotiated a 
new agreement for the County EMD to continue these inspections.  

Policy Considerations: Approval of this agreement is in accordance with the City’s 2030 General 
Plan: 

1. Protect local watersheds, water bodies and groundwater resources, including creeks, 
reservoirs. 

Economic Impacts:  None

Environmental Considerations: The Community Development Department, Environmental Planning 
Services, has reviewed the proposed agreement and has determined that this is an ongoing 
administrative activity and is not a project under the provisions of California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA), CEQA Guidelines Section 15378.

Sustainability: Performance of industrial and commercial facility inspections within the City for 
stormwater ordinance compliance is consistent with the City’s Sustainability Master Plan in advancing 
the goals of conserving the use and protecting sources of water.

Commission/Committee Action: Not applicable

Rationale for Recommendation: EMD’s continued enforcement of the City’s stormwater ordinance 
by inspecting industrial and commercial facilities will allow the City to remain in compliance with its 
NPDES permit in the most cost effective manner.

Financial Considerations: The recommended action to approve the new agreement will not have a 
financial impact to the City.  The cost for EMD’s stormwater inspection program is covered by fees 
charged by EMD to the businesses and industrial facilities that EMD inspects.

Local Business Enterprise (LBE): Not applicable
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Background

On December 6, 2002, the Regional Water Quality Control Board - Central Valley 
Region reissued a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit 
(Permit No. CAS082597) to the County of Sacramento and the Cities of Sacramento, 
Citrus Heights, Elk Grove, Folsom, Galt, and Rancho Cordova (Permittees) regulating 
the discharge of stormwater into local water bodies. (The City of Rancho Cordova 
incorporated in 2003 and soon thereafter became a Permittee to the NPDES Permit.
Before that, the unincorporated area within the present City limits was covered under 
the County of Sacramento in the NPDES Permit.) The 2002 Permit and subsequent 
permits, up to current NPDES permit (Order No. R5-2015-0023), in an effort to reduce 
the discharge of pollutants generated by these industries into local water bodies,
required the development and implementation of an inspection program for industrial 
and commercial facilities. Thus, City and County entered into a cooperative agreement 
during fiscal year 2003/2004 to develop and implement an inspection program for 
commercial and industrial facilities within the City boundaries, to be managed and 
administered by the County of Sacramento Environmental Management Department 
(EMD). This agreement was renewed in 2011 (Agreement No. 2011-0102) and recently
expired as of June 30, 2015. 

A provision in the current NPDES permit requires that stormwater ordinance compliance 
inspections be conducted at industrial and commercial facilities that pose a significant 
threat to water quality, which include: auto repair and body shops, retail gasoline 
outlets, restaurants, kennels, equipment rentals, nurseries, auto dealers, and facilities 
covered under the State’s General Industrial Permit.

Activities at each facility must be evaluated for compliance with City stormwater 
regulations.  The Sacramento County’s Environmental Management Department
(EMD), as both the State designated Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA) and 
Environmental Health Agency for Sacramento County, is conducting and tracking 
inspections, and otherwise regulating the majority of the commercial and industrial 
facilities that are listed in this provision of the NPDES permit. Therefore utilizing EMD’s 
existing staff, which is already in the field for other inspection activities, is more cost 
effective than the creation of a separate inspection program administered by the City. 
The business community also benefits by avoiding the need for another single purpose 
regulatory inspection.  

EMD has been very effective at enforcing the City’s Stormwater Ordinance and 
ensuring that the commercial and industrial facilities within the City of Sacramento stay 
in compliance with the NPDES permit. Thus, it is necessary that this mutual agreement 
between the County and City continue for the next five year term. 
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