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Description/Analysis 

Issue Detail: Staff is recommending that the City Council authorize the execution of a deed of 
gift from SG Downtown, LLC for the City to acquire the works titled “Balancing Act, Too” by Tony 
Natsoulas and “Spherical Discourse #1 and #2,” by Yoshio Taylor (Exhibit A). 

Both works of art were commissioned and installed in the Sacramento Downtown Plaza in 1993.  
The artworks were removed in Spring 2014 in preparation for the development of the Golden 1 
Center, at which time, the owners agreed to gift the artworks, including all copyright, trademark, 
and associated rights, to the City (Exhibit B).  

On April 21, 2014, the Sacramento Metropolitan Arts Commission (SMAC) recommended the 
acquisition of the sculptures into the City collection.  Under the City’s Art in Public Places (APP) 
program, SMAC reviews and makes recommendations upon all works of art to be acquired by 
the City or county either by purchase or gift (City Code Section 2.84.080(E)).

Policy Considerations: SMAC’s recommendation to acquire these artworks meets the City’s 
Arts in Public Places policies and procedures.

Economic Impacts: None

Environmental Considerations: The report does not constitute a “project” and is therefore 
exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) [CEQA Guidelines Sections 
15061(b)(3);15378(b)(2)].

Sustainability: Not applicable

Commission/Committee Action: In accordance with City Code section 2.84.080(E), SMAC 
has the authority to make recommendations to the City on all works of art to be acquired by the 
City either by purchase or gift.  SMAC recommended acquisition by the City of the artworks on 
April 21, 2014.

Rationale for Recommendation: Staff is recommending approval of the acquisition of the 
artworks because they are of the highest artistic quality, have been a major part of the 
Sacramento public art landscape for more than 20 years, were created by acclaimed artists, are 
in excellent condition, and the City has the ability to handle, place, maintain, and conserve the 
artworks.     

Financial Considerations: The artworks are being donated to the City. The artworks were 
commissioned in 1993 for the following amounts: $55,000 for “Balancing Act, Too” by Tony 
Natsoulas and $125,000 for “Spherical Discourse #1 and #2” by Yoshio Taylor.

Local Business Enterprise (LBE): Not Applicable
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Exhibit A  

“Balancing Act, Too” by Tony Natsoulas is a figurative sculpture that stands approximately 12’ tall and is 
fabricated in bronze with a colored enamel surface.   Sacramento artist Tony Natsoulas received his Masters of 
Fine Art at the University of California at Davis in 1985.  His work has been exhibited throughout the country at 
the Robert Else Gallery, California State University Sacramento; the Morris Graves Museum of Art, Eureka, 
California; the Triton Museum of Art, Santa Clara, California; the Patricia Sweetow Gallery, Napa, California; 
and the Crocker Art Museum, Sacramento, California, among others.  In 2004 he was named by the 
Smithsonian as one of the top 100 craft artists in the United States.  His work is held in the collections of the 
San Jose Museum of Art, the Laguna Art Museum, the Oakland Museum, and the Crocker Art Museum.  He is 
currently an Adjunct Professor at California State University, Sacramento. 

“Spherical Discourse #1 and #2” by acclaimed artist Yoshio Taylor consists of two ceramic figurative 
sculptures approximately 5’ tall.  Yoshio Taylor has worked in clay for over two decades.  He received his 
master’s degree from California State University, Sacramento in 1979 and a Master of Fine Arts from 
University of California, Berkeley.  He currently teaches full time at Cosumnes River College in Sacramento.  A 
selection of major exhibitions of his work include: Triton Museum of Art, Santa Clara California; the San 
Francisco Crafts and Folk Art Museum, San Francisco; and the Crocker Art Museum in Sacramento, 
California.  His work has been widely exhibited in galleries internationally. His work consists of narrative, 
figurative and geometric shapes and forms, and draws on past experiences, memories, common objects and 
everyday occurrences. The geometric shapes in his work relate to his impressions from architecture and 
landscapes of Japan and the United States. 
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