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Description/Analysis 

Issue Detail: Staff is seeking Council authorization for a legal services agreement with Stoel 
Rives, LLP in an amount not to exceed $325,000 for expenses associated with the 2035 
General Plan lawsuit. The lawsuit brought by an unincorporated association, Citizens for 
Positive Growth and Preservation (CPGP), challenges City Council’s March 3, 2015 
approval of the 2035 General Plan and associated master environmental impact report 
(MEIR). 

The City Attorney’s Office maintains a pre-approved list of qualified outside counsel 
available to assist with litigation. Stoel Rives, LLP has been selected as the most qualified 
firm to strongly represent and defend the City’s interest in this lawsuit. This contract 
amount will cover expenses incurred since the initiation of the lawsuit through and 
including any appeal of any decision of the trial court. 

It is recommended that the Council authorize the City Manager to transfer $325,000 from 
the Development Services Fund (Fund 2016) fund balance to the General Plan Update 
project budget (I22400000), and authorize the City Attorney to enter into a contract for 
legal services with Stoel Rives, LLP in an amount not-to-exceed $325,000. These 
services are described in detail in Attachment 4 to this report. 

Policy Considerations: The funding is required to obtain representation and defense of the City in 
this litigation.

Economic Impacts: Not applicable.

Environmental Considerations: Contracting for outside legal services is an administrative activity 
that will not result in direct or indirect physical changes in the environment, and is not a project 
subject to CEQA review. CEQA Guidelines section 15378(b)(5).

Sustainability: Not applicable.

Commission/Committee Action: Not applicable.

Rationale for Recommendation: A lawsuit was filed regarding the Council’s March 3, 2015 approval 
of the 2035 General Plan and certification of the Master Environmental Impact Report (MEIR).  
Funding is required for payment to the City’s outside legal counsel for expenses associated with 
representing and defending the City of Sacramento in the lawsuit.

Financial Considerations: Staff is seeking Council approval for the transfer of $325,000 from the 
Development Service Fund (Fund 2016) fund balance to the General Plan Update project budget 
(I22400000) for litigation services. There will be no additional impact to the General Fund.

Local Business Enterprise (LBE): Not applicable.
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Background

On March 3, 2015, Council adopted the 2035 General Plan and certified the associated 
Master Environmental Impact Report.  In April 2015, the petitioners filed an action 
challenging the City Council’s approval of the 2035 General Plan and certification of the 
Master Environmental Impact Report.  

The City Attorney’s Office maintains a pre-approved list of qualified outside counsel 
available to assist with litigation.  In order to assist with the City’s defense, the City has 
selected the law firm of Stoel Rives, LLP, to represent the City in this case.  Since June, 
the parties have been working through a challenging process to certify the 
administrative record.  The work on the case has also included court filings and 
hearings.  
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RESOLUTION NO. 2015-

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council

AUTHORIZING A BUDGET TRANSFER FOR LEGAL 
EXPENSES AND AUTHORIZING A LEGAL SERVICES 

AGREEMENT FOR THE CITY’S DEFENSE IN ONGOING 
LITIGATION RELATED TO THE 2035 GENERAL PLAN

A. On March 3, 2015, the City Council approved the 2035 General Plan and certified 
the associated Master Environmental Impact Report.

B. In April 2015, an unincorporated association filed suit against the City challenging 
the Council’s approval of the 2035 General Plan and Master Environmental Impact 
Report.

C. There has been considerable expense associated with the preparation of the 
administrative record and the litigation is ongoing.

D. In order to provide for the defense of the City, outside legal expertise is required 
and funding is necessary to cover current and future anticipated expenses.

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL 
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The City Manager is authorized to transfer $325,000 from the Development 
Services Fund (Fund 2016) fund balance to the General Plan Update 
project budget (I22400000).

Section 2. The City Attorney is authorized to execute a legal services agreement with 
Stoel Rives, LLP, for the litigation captioned Citizens for Positive Growth 
and Preservation v. City of Sacramento et al., in an amount not-to-exceed 
$325,000.
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