
James Sanchez, City Attorney Shirley Concolino, City Clerk Russell Fehr, City Treasurer
John F. Shirey, City Manager

Meeting Date: 12/8/2015

Report Type: Consent

Report ID: 2015-01061

Title: Memorandum of Understanding with the Sacramento Region Community Foundation for 
the River Cats Independence Field

Location: 2450 Meadowview Road, District 8

Recommendation: Pass a Motion: 1) authorizing the City Manager or his designee to execute a 
Memorandum of Understanding with the Sacramento Region Community Foundation (SRCF) for the 
River Cats Independence Field; and 2) accepting additional funds raised by the River Cats 
Independence Field board for long term capital improvements at River Cats Independence Field 
(L19804100).

Contact: Annie Desalernos, Program Supervisor, (916) 808-3809, Department of Parks and 
Recreation
Presenter: None
Department: Parks & Recreation Department
Division: Access Leisure
Dept ID: 19001541
Attachments: 
1-Description/Analysis
2-Memorandum of Understanding
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Description/Analysis 

Issue Detail: In 2006, the River Cats Independence Field was completed with grant funds. This field 
is a completely barrier-free baseball field where athletes with disabilities of all ages can compete in 
team sports year round.  The Sacramento Region Community Foundation is willing to fundraise for 
the future replacement of the field surface under the terms of a Memorandum of Understanding. 

Maintenance of this field was funded in partnership with the Sacramento River Cats Foundation and 
there is $30,287 in funding from that prior agreement. These remaining funds are reserved in the 
River Cats Independence Field Long Term Capital Improvement Project (CIP L19804100) until 
needed for replacement of the rubberized surface on-site.  Also, the City has allocated $117,000 in 
Park Development Impact Fees (Fund 3204) for the improvement of this field. 

Policy Considerations: Staff’s recommendation is consistent with policies in the City Council 
adopted 2005-2010 Parks and Recreation Master Plan and with the City’s strategic plan to achieve 
sustainability and livability.

Economic Impacts:  Not applicable.

Environmental Considerations: The proposed action is an administrative activity that is exempt 
from environmental review under CEQA Guidelines Section 15378(b)(4).

Sustainability: This project has been reviewed for consistency with the goals, policies, and targets of 
the City’s Sustainability Master Plan and the Parks and Recreation Sustainability Plan.  The field 
advances the goals, policies, and targets of this plan plans by improving the health of residents 
through access to a diverse mix of wellness activities.

Commission/Committee Action: Not applicable.

Rationale for Recommendation: River Cats Independence Field was developed with a rubberized, 
track-like material that makes it easily navigable for individuals in wheelchairs and walkers.  Over time 
the rubberized surface was patched and now needs to be replaced. Replacement of fields of this type is 
not budgeted for as part the on-going operating budget for the Park Operations Division. It is fiscally 
prudent to accept donations for long-term replacement of the field.

The total funding needed for replacement of the rubberized surface and other significant capital 
improvements will be approximately $500,000. 

The additional funds from the Foundation will be allocated for that project consistent with the terms of 
the MOU.

Financial Considerations: The Sacramento Region Community Foundation will provide donations to 
the River Cats Independence Field Long Term Capital Improvement Project (L19804100). The 
donations will be held until there is sufficient funding for replacement for the rubberized surface. 

Local Business Enterprise (LBE): Not applicable. There are no ESBD considerations with this 
report.
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