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Description/Analysis 

Issue Detail: The Department of Utilities (DOU) utilizes flow measurement data to 
determine existing wastewater pipe capacity, develop and update hydraulic models, 
update infrastructure master plans, and to identify pipelines within the wastewater 
system in need of rehabilitation.  DOU is requesting approval of professional 
services agreements with SFE Global and V&A Consulting Engineers for monitoring 
site assessments, equipment installation, site follow-up/maintenance, data 
retrieval, data reporting, equipment removal, and equipment repair. 

Policy Considerations: The proposed action is consistent with the Sacramento 
City Code, Chapter 3.64 (Contracts for Professional Services), and is consistent 
with the City’s efforts to achieve sustainability by implementing strategies to 
improve overall operational efficiency and customer service.  Staff has documented 
that SFE Global and V&A Consulting Engineers have valid insurance policies in place 
as required.

Economic Impacts: Not applicable. 

Environmental Considerations: The Community Development Department, 
Environmental Planning Services has determined that the proposed agreements are 
exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Section 
15061(b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines. Section 15061(b)(3) sets forth the general 
rule that CEQA applies only to projects which have the potential for causing a 
significant effect on the environment. Where it can be seen with certainty that 
there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on 
an environmental resource, the activity is not subject to CEQA.

Sustainability: The flow measurement data will be used to support projects that 
are consistent with the City's Sustainability Master Plan by reducing sanitary sewer 
overflows, which is one of the City's sustainability targets, improving service, and 
improving reliability, which will reduce energy-intensive maintenance efforts. 

Commission/Committee Action: Not applicable.

Rationale for Recommendation: The DOU Engineering Services division 
developed a scope of work and advertised an RFP for the performance of these flow 
monitoring services. Five proposals were received and evaluated, and SFE Global 
and V&A Consulting Engineers were selected as the highest and second highest 
ranked firms, respectively, to provide these services.  

Financial Considerations: The proposed agreements for flow monitoring services 
are for a total not-to-exceed amount of $190,000, $125,000 for the SFE Global 
agreement and $65,000 for the V&A Consulting Engineers agreement.  The 
agreement budget was established based on the anticipated amount of flow 
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monitoring needed to support the DOU’s planning efforts and prior annual 
expenditures for this service.  There is sufficient funding in the Flow 
Monitoring/Hydrology project, Project No. X14120200 to enter into these 
agreements. 

Local Business Enterprise (LBE): SFE Global is an LBE. V&A Consulting 
Engineers is not an LBE and did not receive the five percent evaluation preference 
given to LBEs.
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Background

During the past 10 years, flow monitoring services have been utilized by the 
Department of Utilities (DOU) for various reasons, including to determine 
existing pipe capacity, develop and update hydraulic models, update 
infrastructure master plans, and to identify pipelines within the wastewater 
system in need of rehabilitation.  Staff is not available or trained in using the 
specialized equipment needed to conduct the flow measurements.  

In July 2015, the DOU issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) to seek qualified 
consultants for on-call flow monitoring services including: flow monitoring 
site assessment, equipment installation, site follow-up/maintenance, data 
retrieval, data reporting, equipment removal, and equipment repair to 
support a variety of projects located citywide.  Five proposals were received. 
A selection committee comprised of four staff from the DOU and one 
participant from the Department of Public Works evaluated the five 
proposals using a standard rating system.  

Based on previous experience, the DOU split the proposed scope of work 
between two companies in order to receive the service and level of care 
necessary to meet the City’s needs.  The top two ranked companies based 
on their scores during the evaluation process were SFE Global and V&A 
Consulting Engineers.

A summary of the ranking and scoring is presented below:

Reviewer
Infrastructure 
Engineering 

Corp
SFE Global

V&A 
Consulting 
Engineers

ADS 
Environmental 

Services

Total Flow 
Inc.

1 3 1 2 4 5

2 2 1 3 4 5

3 5 1 3 2 4

4 2 1 4 3 5

5 5 1 2 3 4

Sum 17 5 14 16 23

Ave. Rank 3.4 1.0 2.8 3.2 4.6

Final Rank 4 1 2 3 5
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